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cure al fhe Clinton projeul. His Rv: 
signal legislative achievements in 
19%3 were the Family Lenye Ari, 
requiring workers to have me aff 
lo care for a sick depeutlant, antl the 
Earned Income Tix Credit, wlıiclı 
in effect abolished incoıne laxes fur 
t{amilies dn less than average wages, 
a reform which he claimed bene- 
fted some 327 nuillion working 
Americans. 

There were, naturally, few Repub- 
lican objections to these aspects of 
the Clinton presidency. The Dole 
campaign therefore was based on 
three fundamental issues, The first 
was a 15 per cent tax cut. The 
second was tle need to restore 
traditional values, which he thought 
included anı entl to affirmative 
action for ethnic minorities, and the 
withdrawal ofl US citizenship for 
clildren of illegal inmigrants, even 

continued on page 2 
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tion in San Diego, Clintnn signecl 
into law three bills, each passed 
with Republican support. which 
rlefinetl and consolidated thi new 
rclomeslic consensus, 

The first was to raise the nıini- 
mum wage from $4.25 tu $1.15 an 
hour, a long-standing Democratic 
objective: few had predicted Clin- 
ton's success in persuading the Re- 
publicans to agree. The secontl was 
{he Kennedy-Kassebauın health in- 
surance bill, which was a not unrea- 
sonable second-best to Clinton's 
initially grander hopes of a national 
health insurance syslem. It ensured 
that any worker who changed or 
lost his job would retain his existing 
health insurunce. 

Tlıe thirtl was the welfare reforın 
bill, which ended the 6f-year-olcl 
principle established under Rause- 
velt's New Deal that in the last 
resorl ile federal guvernnıtnt 
would provitle for impoverishedl 
ınoihers and cliildreu,. Welfare 
henceforlh would be limited lo two 
years al a time, and to a maximuın 
ol five in any indivilual life, and it 
would require a readiness to work. 
lts administration was enitrustedl to 
the individual slates, a significant 
surrender of fetleral power. 

The guiding idea behind lhe new 
domestic consensus was to make 0 
slıarp, and almost Victorian (lislinc- 

tion, between the deserving and the 
„undeserving poor. The deservintt 
puor were those who worked, or 
were prepared to — the glorifica- 
tion of work lıad always lain at the 
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The striking [ealure of the 1495 


election campaign, which suggested 


that the new foreign and doıneslic 


policies were well ûn Iheir way lo 
being broadly acceptedl, was iow 


little argument eventually emerged 
between tle parties onu tlıese grand 
themes. 

Tlie Republican candiclate, 
Robert Dole, nibbled at the edges of 
Clinton's conumercial policy, insist 
ing that he would not “subordinate 
American sovereignty to the face- 
less bureaucrats of the World Tracle 
Organisation", which harl been es- 
tablished in Geneva as an Interna- 
tional adjuclicator on trade disputes 
uncler fhe Gatt treaty. 

Dole haınmered at the early feck- 
lessness and amateurism of Clin- 
tons more conventional [oreign 
policy, in the Sumalian disaster and 
{he early enıbarrassınents in Haili, 
and ûver the see-saw policies uf ap 
peasement ancl tracle brinkniınship 
with China, But Clinton's broad 
sirnlegy, thal the cold war leader of 
the free world should become the 
leadler of tlıe frcetrade woricl, was 
nat reully in dispute. The only argu- 
ment over {le enlargemenl of Nato 
was how fast to proceed. 

Even more surprisingly, the lar 
more embryonic consensus Onl 
domestic policy did not become a 
campaign issue. Indeed, the shift 
Irom New Deal to a leaner (ard it 
must be confessed meaner) govern’ 
ment was roundly endorsecl by both 
parties in nuidcampalgn. in the 

week after the Republican conyvêen- 


pression, i [ar more critical anıl 
perilous virvunmstaces. Ruusevelt's 
New Deal, Ialer bunlresscel by Lyi 
dun Johnsuuîs frrcil Socicly, was fo 
ostiblish whin became Ure political 
ecMomy ul isleru lines: mixuıl 
publi oul prie merprise, iM 
whiclı the preeminent fudleral oy- 
ern ie ara ZU per cell 
ol TSS done™lie produ lo jr 
vile ril euly tl welfi ul 
generous publi invest iu orl 
valon ind f Mimi infra 
IM. 

Luler tiren 1ruuiout Ile 
Regt yrs, bı sustained by Ih 
Dertli ujovilies in Uomgress, 
this New Deal Yen was ually un 
ermine by the uifeslu uf Le 
Clinion cumin in ILE. Cir 
jiigniig ts i "New Demorral" whi 
wis aternined le breik oul of thu 
party's shruking lecloral biime ir 
(he eilis and avike lue Delntcrilln 
legable u Ihe uidilecliiss sul 
urbs, Clinumn foreshuclowel iû dept 
ure from 1his Ruasevel-Juhnsot 
irlilion. He promisual "an entl te 
welale as we know U, a midi 
class lax cul, HUW exlrat police ol 
he slreets il iı shrunken étıdl more 
»uirepreneuriil fuleral Envernmenit. 

The Republican Congress elected 
in 1994 sought 1o take Lhis muclı 
further. They promisecl a constilu- 
tional ameılment te require that 
the federal bıklget be balanced, 
term limils to restrict congressmen 
to eighl years in officê ancl senalar's 
to 12, and prepareel to conirol the 
[ast-risîng costs af the health subsi- 
Jies for the elclerly (Medicare) ancl 
the ponr (Medicaid). Clinton 
manageel tu slow anıl finally to block 
ıhe Republican dhûrge, but in his 
IKIB Stat of Ihe Union address 
conceded the cssential principle 
when he cleclaretl. "The era of Big 
Goavernmeul Îs ove!". 

The foreign policy consensus hat 
had sustained LIS diplomacy around 
the leadership of 
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It's still the economy, stupid 


THE YEAR IN THE USA 
Martin Walker 


| JIE YEAR was dominated by 
| TT he presidential lerlian can- 
1 eign, aml Bill ClMon's ise 
| ml MNT of e rumulny, 
fhe Rit Couriers id af 
ile bilive agenda, which oll 
cave lı esre lis ey rwe 
n [Tis luks te oye ben kur 
oT certiiy M FelroSfat Hid i ctf 
mel im hee Yer Bogiul, o oY, 
is AU, wren ue veleriin Ker 
blra Semt leda Robert Doli’ 
' ME UM The ne of His pAFLY Cum 
I sotin in San Mego to he Mound 
my Alri challenge. 
' Teelrclions of OHO were ilways 
1 çuiug 10 be luruiniiletl by Four niin 
ı hres, Fhe frst wi the degree tu 
, lhith the incumbent Bill Clinlun 
cull shake off the niin sSCin- 
dials thal mushroomed frum tle 
, ginal Whitewder investment in 
, kansis, anıl daim lis rewire fur 
. he bext economic perlorinue uf 
My of the alvanerd imelusliiil 
, muntrius, 

The second wis the abillly uf the 
, Republicıns tu eapitalise on their 
' ning success in (he 1H midl- 
rm #lectinns, when {hey recal« 
iro bath Houses of Cungress (or 
hr first me in 4Û years. This wis 
In hinge not only on Lhe quality of 
lı presidential canclidate that they 
ectetl, bul alsa un his ability to 
hrilge the clisturbing gup between 
he religious right, the prty's 
ralislic wing, aml its more 
materialist wing, whuse main con- 
+r waAS Fronomic growth ancl tax 
vulšs. 

The thirl theme of importance 
“3 the fate of the hirl partly in 
American polilics: whether the 
Texan billionaire Ross Prot would 
Tun igaiıı: antl how far he could re- 
eat lhe success ùf his 1992 perfor- 

; mance, when [ıe 


, "on more Il global military 
: 19 million „teg The striking feature coalition ee 
‘frurîng Lhe sul ٤ 

port of one ıl, of the 1996 election disrepa er 
E u was how little cold war. e 
anê vote jn 12, building on the 
cient any argument emerged free lade negot 

Iilon (I an- all 
dale he ا‎ between the parties Canada and Miex- 


ico negotiated in 
the Reagan and Bush year's, offered 
a replacement. 1 
The real core of Clinton's foreign 
policy was ecunamic, ronted in his 
conviction that the cold war world of 
geo-pollics and arms conlrol sun” 
nmıits was giving way to a hew era of 
geo-economics and trace pacts, Clin- 
ton's Pacific Rim summit in Seatile iıı 
1993 pointecl the way, His cletermina- 
tion to pass the North American 
Free Trade Agreement and the Gatt 
world trade agreement, although he 


had to split his ای‎ party in e 
5 to do so, began to sugges 
Cinta that the world 
should become a global market of 
free krading democracies, with the 
giant (and fast-recovering) US econ” 


Clinton Doctrine; 


omy as both Jinchpin and guarantor. 


| and iû alow his 
, ‘Mics 1o clalın thal more Americans 
votre ugfinst him than for his re- 
election. 

The final theme uf the 1996 
erlons was, in the long run, 
Ierhaps tlhe most significant, It was 
ihe double implosion of the 
Undiınıental cunsensus on which 
nmestic andl foreign policy had 
rn run since Franklin Roosevelt's 
‘lay, and the (legree to which a 
Tlavement consensus was begin- 
ning i emerge. 

resident Roosevelt was tle last 
ader to confront a collapse of the 
and agreed principles around 
ich the political debates on for- 
En and domestic policies were 
stagedl. The old verities of economic 
liulicy fell apart with the Grëèat De- 
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e | Court Rules 


Bare Breasts! 
Are Legal | 


= _⁄—A kg 
Howard Schneider In Toronto 


A SHE strolled bare-breasled 
down the streets of Guelph 
one day in 1991, Gwen Jacobs 
slowed traffic, caused molhergs | 
to snatch away their children ! 
aııd prompted at least one group | 
of nen te reach for their hinoey. 
lara. 

But she didn't, Ontario's high. 


est court has decided, do any. ' 


thing obscene, indecent or 
otherwise prosecutahle. ! 

A three-judge panel ofthe | 
Ontaria Court of Appeals ruled | 
last week that the female chesl, ' 
publicly displayed, ia no more 
offensive to community stan- 
dards of decency than a bare- 
chested man at the bench ora 
construction worker cooling off 
without hia shirt, 

In so concluding, they over 
turned Jacobs’s conviction of 
three years ago on indecency 
charges in a case that prompted 
half-naked protests throughout 
Canada on her behalf. 

She had been fined $75 afer 
deciding, on a humid summer 
day in 1991, to doff her shirt 
and stroll tlırough (ruclph, a 
rural town 50 milcs southwcsl of 
Torontvu. Along the way, she n 
fused requests hy police and 
neighbors Uıat she cover up, Sli 
said she waa only doing what 
men did, and dlidlı"l like xin 
treated differently hecause of 
sucicly's narrowly sexual intr 
pretation of her hreusls. 1 

The appellate court agreel, n 
a ruling that opens the way fur 
women to forgo upper-llsuesf 
throught Canada's largcal 
province. A sinir ruling in Ik 
New York courts fur Yunis 
stemming from a "Top-l'ret 
Picnic" in Rochester, hus ul 
lowed wonten {lie right to fo Wf" 
less in bal state, but there 
apparently has becn no rusi lı 
exercise il. 

The Ontario decision van be 
appeuled to {he Supreme Cour! 
of Canada within 6O days, bıl 
Jacobs's lawyer said slıv wo 
expect (he same outcome there 
The Ontario judges had no 
qualm with existing laws ofr defi: 
nitions of clecency established " 
prior cases, she said, but beliest 
that women's breasts “in and of 
themselves" don't offend local 
standards. 

The lawyer, Margaret Buist, 


said the case hinged on the dis | 


tinction between “walking along 
the street swinging your 
saying come and get it . .. 


doing exactly the same as a10, : 


would do on a lot aunımer df" | 


کہ تات ام ن سین ي کے ان 


ا 


کت کے س وه وتتش ...ت ت سنت 


Blatantly sexual exposurc, of hr 


| cammercial use of bare-bres 


bodies for adverllsing, for o" 
ple, would stil! be against he 
law, ahe said. . 

The judges “looked af the cy 
dence, looked at the fact tha‘ 
traffic alowed down, children 
were taken away by their moll" 
ers," Buist sald. “There ia n° 
real harm here to the public’ 
The whole issue is the context 
We argued that a.wonian 3 


.İ breasts are not inherently $¢" 


ual, in and of themselves.” 

In a statement releasC ead 
through her lawyer, Jacobs s4“ 
that is precisely the point ale 


hoped to make. 


hey said: “People trust him because 
he is honest." 

Others cite Annan's sense of 
humor. During the maneuvering 
that preceded his election, France 
raised questions about whether he 
speaks French, Annan's colleagues 
say that when asked hiın about it, 
Annan replied in lilting West African 
tones, “I now speak English with a 
French accent." 

Born into a family of traclitional 
tribal chiefs, he began his eclucation 
in Ghana and, with the aid of a Ford 
Foundation grant, left home in 1959 
to stucly at Macalester College in St. 
Paul, Minnesota, where he earned a 
baclıelor’s degree in economics. He 
later studied at the Institut Universi- 
tare de Haule Etudes Interna- 
tionales in Geneva and at the 
Massachusells Institute of Teclinol- 
ogy, which awarded him a master's 
degree in management, 

Annan entered the U.N. system 
in 1959 by joining the World Health 
Organizatiûn. In the 1970s, he re 
turned home for 1wo years to lead 
Ghana's tourism (dlevelopment 
board. But tlıe rest of his aclult life 
has been spent with the United Na- 
tions and its affiliated agencies, 
either in New York or in its outposts 
in Addis Ababa, Cairo ancl Geneva. 

Annan's wife, Naıe Lager'gren, is 
the daughter of a notetl interna- 
lional jurist ancl the niece of Raoul 
Wallenberg, Ihe Swedish cliplomat 
wlio rescuetl thousands of Hungar- 
inn Jews fron lhe Nazis before (lis- 
appearing inlo wlıat is believed lı 
lave beelı Suviel imprisonment antl 
(leatlı at the end of Warll War II. 
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strategists on Capitol Hill — among 
them aides to GOP presiclential can- 
didate Roberı J. Dole — were enthu- 
siastically saying that Ãuınan, who 
personally weit to Bosnia to take 
over from Akashi, would make a 
superb secretary general, Prompt- 
ing their admiration was what they 
regarded as his evern-handedness 
and skillful performauııce in guiding 
U.N. peacekeeping forces through 
the hancloff last year to a NATO-led 
force. 

At the United Nations, where the 
U.S. velo of Boutros-Ghali caused 
great resentment among the other 


meınbers, the endorsement of 
American conservatives should 


have been lhe kiss uf dealh for any- 
one aspiring to (he secrelary gen- 
eral's office. But, when Annan was 
among four Africans who tleclarecl 
their candidacy last week, the uni- 
versal perceMion of lim as the 
“American candiclate" did not slop 
him from sprinling into a learl. 

“He brings a certain slyle to 
lıings,” sail a senior U.S. tliplomat, 
who declined to be identifiecl, in 
discussing why Annan is able lo ap- 
peal with sıuclı ease and popularity 
to American conservatives and 
Third World radicals. “He is re- 
spectlul, he lislens carefully, he is 
collegial, and ıe never loses sight of 
whut is practical.” 

Muhamed Sacirbey, Bosnia's anı- 
bussatlor to the United Nations and 
u Irepucnt harsh crilit uf U.N. 
peacekeepers in his counlry, puint- 
eelly singles oul Annan [or resloriny 
wlıal the Muslinıs regarded as fair- 
ness lo U.N, operalions there. Sacir- 


Soft-Spoken Man Who Gets Things Don 


John M. Goshko profiles the next U.N. chief, who 
faces the difficult task of reforming the organization 


about whether, as a crealure of ihe 
system, he will have the boldness 
and imagination to lead a restructuı- 
ing that fhe United States and its 
supporters hope will involve culting 
large numıbers of enıployees artic 
eliminaling many traditional U.N. 
practices and activities. 

Yet, wlıile even many experts in 
mternalional affai's would have 
trouble recognizing his name, {he 
soflspoken Annan conımands con- 
siclerable respect anong those wiio 
who have seen hinı in action, 

Thal has been especially true dur- 
ing lhe last three years when Annan 
hell whal hiıs been al once the nıost 
vîtal and controversial job within tlıc 
United Nalionıs — head of peace- 
kecping activilies in such lrouble 
spols ıs Somalia antl Bosnia. 

Annan became unclersecreltary 
general for peacekecping in 1993 at 
a Hime when tlıe Bosnia operations 
had caused many conservative Re- 
publicans in Congress to become 
bitterly critical of Boulros-Ghali and 
his representative in Bosnia, Asushi 

Akashî, [or their alleged appease- 
ment of Serb aggression against the 
Bosnim: Muslims, So intense was 
their anger thal it led the Clinlon 
adıninistralion to concludle that rela- 
lions bhelween Congress and (he 
Unitesl Nalions cull be repaired 
anly if the Unifed Stales veloc 
BoulrosGhali's reclelioı. 

Novertheluss, by carly this ycar, 
several Republican I[orcign policy 


OFFI ANNAN of Ghana, cho 

sen last week to be (he next 

U.N. secretary general, has 

spent luis nthull life as an inlernational 

viv scrvant, shullling aroınd thet 

world in scısilive but hrgely annony- 
mous tasks for He lIuitctl Nations, 

The U.S-cclucatecl Annan, HB, is 
welllikccl by colleagues with whom 
hé has labured for’ lhree tlecadles in 
lhe UN. syslem in sucl little 
noliced arcana iıs lnıdgel analysis 
aul personnel management. His 
slylê represenls a big change from 
thal of the current srerclary gen- 
urul, Bouros Buutros-Crlali, ant iir 
purius, high-profile Epyptiitn 
ipluand who could go months wll1- 
ul talking le lis key subordlinales 
ail who [rerpucnly (rele the amı- 
bassilors of major payers cuntle- 
scentlingly, 

It is loo early te tell bow a long- 
lime U.N, burcimucral lik Amuı will 
meut lhe challenges of guiding the 
worl burly into tle 21st cenlury. 

He must lıulp to map the pfiuri- 
lis that the Unites Nations will fol- 
low in {he post-Coll War period, 
fil wiys uf gelling Hie orgaliiza- 
lou through e worst finaıtcinl eri- 
sis in its Plyear hisltury ancl satisfy 
lI.S. slemamls for far-reaching r= 
hiris. 

ft wılcl r a tall ardler for sone 
ow wilh a far more clistinctive 
recor of success i tliploniilCy tl 
pulilics, Now, given Aunan's relative 

dmotymily, there are queslions 
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MEnmdlelas car, Mandel sniel hil Iu: 
exlendeadl the application cleadlinr 
und. praspecüûvely, lhe peril Guy- 
red, iı recip uititm of tle construc 
ve rule (hit Viljoen hiiel playetl. 

NManclelia was alse under pressure 
fron the Luh cConnnission’s lender, 
ralirel Anglican ırchbishop [les- 
montl Tunu, i0 exlend the imnesly 
(leacllines. 

Oubhers involved in riglu-wing 
attacks, including lhe 1994 bornbing 
canpiuign, are likely 10 alsu seek 
ıuunnesty in what truth conimission 
mentbers expecl lo be ۾‎ surge of 
anınesty leas from across the polit- 
ical spectrum. 

Parhiatment must antend legisla- 
liun governing the truth comnis- 
sinns uperalions tw extenl the 
aımnesty<tpualify'inx periocl. 

The commission was established 
afler lhe IHL election Lu offer rejra- 
rls tû vivltns of apxutheidl-era 
bunun rigbts viulalions as well as 
iney lu perpvlrtufs who Con- 
tas. The process is aipetl al help 
ing Soulh Africa come lu grips witlı 
is rarisl uml violent pst of white 
miinurity rule. 

ven before Ihe applicilion 
diline haul bern extendel, in 
avalanche of anesly requesls hil 
lead ido truih Cornurission 
uffes. And lust work abuul 0 aji 
plications for iaunesMy were sunt la 
the tnt commission fran (he rul- 
ing African Naltiunal Comyposs. 

Among the applicinls were thre 
silly cabal nıinisters: Defense 
Mlinister Joc Modlise, who was chief 
of the ANC's militu'y wing; safely 
and Seuuily Miinister Sydney 
Mufamndi: und Posts and Telecont- 


nuurnications fviiruisler Jay Nakklou. 


Mandela Broadens Amnesty 
Offer for Political Crimes 


Lynne Duke in Johannesburg 
S OUTEE AFRIUAS irunbhtellinug 


| 

1 

| KÎ pirucess rerulved a slut in the 

| arı kol week when Previletn Nol- 

| n Mamlela breadencd his guvertı- 
EMS offers of aRANESY te [lose 
wh unless lo political Crimes, The 
muclsought Inave wns followed by 
i iupirtheldheru army clıiel's an- 

i mmuıcemenl thal lhe wuuld seek 
unnesty and tell dll to the nitinn's 
truth Curnmiseiotı. 

Maudcla extended the deulline 
by which peuple can apply to ihe 
Truth untl Reconcilialion Corumis- 
sion Jor aminesly in relurıı for a fll 
vonlssion of their leds: they will 
nr lave until March 1%, rather 
han until Devember t14. He also 
called Hor cexlerling the rliggibility’ 
peril fur cimes tr qualify iir 
dMnsly" — fort lhe current = 

: çember UE cdoff to May 1U, HHH, 
the ty Mandela was sworn in ils 
Sulh Airits Oral blick presitlerl, 

Retire Gen. Conslantl Viljoen, 
bul of he South African Defense 
Force tron RULE LYS, announcer | 

lial be uw will serek mnnesly, Il 
wis one uf thr keulers ef ù while 
Fighlwirgg uprisingg in the sprig uf 
HE that began wilh a de:elly 

boubing cCanpitign imil alecl in 

mild altengl to take over le lack 

“homeland” uf Bopluutlatswaunn andl 
dérail he ualion's First allraces ule 
tim. Afler some uf Viju:n's men 
were sununarily cxeculeal before in- 

teritthkoil television cunıeras, Me 

lelpual Maleka negotiate n end (u 

the scillecl "“Baille of Hop." 
Viljuea, leader of the Freedorn 

Front party, has ermerged as ore of 

lhe white political leaders who has 
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FOCUS ON RUSSIA 3 


The collapse of communism was supposed to bring wonderful capitalism. But it never happened, writes David Hearst in Moscow 


How the East was 
won — and lost 


usetl, but not too loudly, Yes, the 
collapse of the state and the loss of 
law antl order is harmful, but it's 
just a stage that 
capitalist states go through. That 
argument was made by an Ameri- 
can ambassador in Moscow. In the 
light of the efforts that the FBI has 
made to highlight the dangers of 
Russian international crime, il is an 


many early 


ironic one. 
Political pluralism, the rule of law, 


the distribution of power, fair elec- 
tions, an independent meclia or free 
access to nationwide television in an 
election period — all of these princi- 


ples have been quietly forgotten in 
the cause of he Greater Good. 

The prism through which Rus- 
sians sce the West and interpret its 
intentions has lurnecl. [l takfs no 
rent tlepth of imagination to see 
low lhe paliotically nuiinded ınîglıt 
interpret the expansion of Nato 
caslwarts as u Iıroat, During perc 
struika, Mikhail Gorbachev sold nu- 
dourarms reducliurn i hotue i5 an 
clement of Lhe "pew pulilical think 
inp 1bal was overtaking the oll 
cull war parlners. 

Where is thee "new political tliink- 
ing" in Niatu's ex[rnsion? Natu ilself 
cnlmues lu be a mililary-leal and 
USleopinated alliance. All Russinni 
alenipls Lu form i FW Europ 
based seuurity FULT Hive sis iit 
cle le nedlling, li ix siıuply i ot- 
srr, Russiu is toll. 

The military ables biwe urn. , 
lL wis once hu WY wm rele | 
un lhe uuclear shiell was juslifircl 
hy he oer whlning umber of Sar 
viel lanles Tacin: ben. Fhe sit i 

uMCM Îs NOW beg Usetl by Rusniit 
IN FPVUYSL. 

The ıuissiuaaries have long sie 
flown nme. The quick bucks bave 
beun made, antl what Russiın indluls- 
ry needls is invuslors, nul assrl- 
slippers. Û is clear thal whurver 
becomes the next president of Rurs- 
sin, the basis for a non-(dleınocratic, 
authoritarian règime has alrcacly’ 
beerı [aicl. 

The jury is out about how the 
next president of Russia will behave 
inlernationally. It was clearly not the 
West's intention to creale an unsta- 
ble Russia, playing the role in Eu- 
rope of the dirty neighbour at the 
bottom of the garden who never 
culs his grass. This is, after all, the 
post-Chernobyl age. But the ques- 
tion remains uf the past five years of 
intense Western effort: clid the West 
win the East or are we jusl about to 
lose if ? 


Talks on a friendship treaty be- 
tween the two gavernments have 
foundered because of the city, 
which is seen as the key to control 


of Crimea. 
Had Ukraine nat inherited the 
overwhelmingly Russlan-speaking 


city it would scarcely have occurred 
to Kiev to ask for ît, But now that it 
has i, the government feels it would 
be too humiliating to gjvg it back. 
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کم ےد اا ٠‏ کے کے 


Lenin uul, McDonald's in. But for the 


FHT HA SIL lI. Kı U 


This eyni is as Much it Fuat” 
ion 1u Wier pully is Û is f Cal- 
nued ineluslrial reline. MH wits Hue 
Wesl which argued iu 1li worst m= 
ıunls ef lhe Yeltsin yrats Lit the 
vues jistified the mens, :mel it ls 
bev aro colmixlently 

Tes, lhe way Yelisin cleall with a 
pirliurtury revolt in Cltober 
LRN wus uuay an bhoucly, but i1 
hacl lu be done, fur the greiıter gunc! 
uf kecpitg the assorled Cuuniunists 
anıl lasvists holed up in the buikling 
out of power. Yes, it is politically 
harmful virtually to exclude the 
middle ground uf opinion from stale 
television, in an effort lu persuade 
the people Ihat it's a choice between 
the Whiles and ıhe Reds, but every- 
thing is excused in lhe aim of keejr 
ing Gennady Zyuganov, leader of a 
broad alliance of communisls andl 
nationalists, out ùf power, 

Yes, more people died in the 
Chechen conflict than at any tine 
since the war in Afghanistan, but 
Russia is still allowed to become a 
member of the Council of Europe. 
The West protests about the tactics 


part of the Soviet Union — did not 
include Sevastopol, which was ad- 
nıinistered separately by Mioscow. 

But the Russian Federation has 
since signed separate agreements 
with Kiev recognising Ukraine's 
new borders, Kiey insists that Russ- 
ian recognition of a Ukrainian Sev- 
astopol was one of the conditions 
under wlıich it gave up ils nuclear 
wenpons. 
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Boseli past, evo ÜLs Cyrille scrip 
in Hvour of EnglishdangEuiee :tlyrr= 
tisemets. His here 1hitt naliunitlisit 
was born as a creed hil wuld lak 
over [ram cunnunism. 

This was a revululion, nol 7 
relartn, aud rvvûlutionatles ine 
seusitive 1o syntbols, Moscow was 
Tuerrd wilh thr icons of the new 
freemurkel messiah, Gian Cova 
Cola cans were placecl alung Gorky 
Street, Muscow's nıain thoroughfare, 
which was renamed Tverskaya. All 
the names of the sireets were 
clıaııged, and for a time no one could 
tell where they were on the Metro. 

The free market has arrived, but 
the belief that the West would help 
Russia has gone. With it has also 
died any faith that democratic 
values are the right ones for crisis- 
ridden Russia today. The former 
security chief, Alexander Lebed, 
describes himself as "half a clemo- 
crat”, and it can only be an outside 
chance that the strong hand that 
Russia's battered working classes 
are crying out for will be a fair and 
paternalistic one. 


Consigned l0 hislory «. « . 
Russian vconomy, where's lhe hecf ? 


won fairly both tines. Wlıo else was 
there? Grigori Yavlinski, the young 
and pepular liberal economist, but 
as yet nowhere near power. Gover 
ments have to tleal with heads of 
states, Bal Boris was the "least 
worst" choice. 

Plea-bar'gain Number Tlırec: Let 
us nol overestinıate the West's in flu- 
ence un internal Russian politics. I 
is here thal the [ence has a gaping 
hole in it. Over lhe pasl five years, 
Russia lıas opened the door on ile 
West alnıost painfully wicle. The 
Weslern guvernmenis hal an unex- 
peuleclly large amount of dity-ta-tlay 
fluence on the uvertance of Rus- 
sia. They eciletl when fu turn on 
lhe fnanciil laps lo prup up Lb 
slate buclget, wlwn te keep quiet 
(lhe CIA is very well informed 
uboul Lhe murky events arouml the 
storniiug uf 1l Moscow While 
House, the seal of a parliumenlary 
rebellion iu XY nnd when lo lurn 
up in person iat Yeltsin's sick lvl 
unl declare him fighling Fil. 

In lale 11 aul erly 1992, (he 
uth of ilr planeluil yf [rec- 
mirkel tuissiuuaris was tnchetd 
unly by lie idealism And niively of 
thelr Russian hosts, Thouir belicl in 
whal tbe hure held in store, how 
weallh wuld instantly and pair 
lessly fuw ints Russia on û gre 
tide yf Western investment, was 
painful 1o witness. 

[ remember nn old nan stagger 
ing clrunk up to the kiosk where I 
stopped 1o buy bcer in a village out- 
sile Moscow. The sight of foreign- 
ers travelling freely oulside Mosrow 
was slill new. Even the word "for- 
eigner" in Russian harl he same 
ponderous resonance 1hat it hacl in 
Britain 40 years ago in the days 
wlıen Benidorm was a fishing vil- 
lage and “wogs” were still deemed 
to start in Calais. 

The nnn was drunk, and the 
sight of a battered Volvo produced 
an exaggerated effect on him: “Miar- 
vellous, these English cars. You 
know we were told for so long low 
stupid your Queen was, and how 
clever our Central Commiliee was. 
But you know we were the fools all 
along.” That was the mood of the 
times. Self-abasement, rejection of 
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habitual gloon1 of a landing at 

Moscows  Sheremetyevo's 
Aiport, the Brilish Airways flight 
from Loudon was packed witlı wary 
travelers, It was December 199], 
he last days ol Mikhail Gorbachev 
and the Soviet Union. The Red Flag 
sill lew over the Krenılin — bul it 
only needed tle merest uf political 
events, a secret meeting between 
Ihe presidents uf Russia, Ukraine 
nd Belarus, for the symbol nf the 
val empire's authorily lo come 
slithering down. 

Sensing {he moment, Ihe plane 
lul of Westerners was full of ner- 
us anticipation. My neighbour 
was a Belgiun businessman whû 
hostel 10 his colleagur thal the 
hangar thal loumcd large ids lhe 
lane thunıped its way towards the 
ruil of ihe runway was "theirs". 

[ry bil bougll the whole thing.‏ أ 
ır û hey thoughl. Biske him was‏ 
a German who was buying up Or‏ ! 
of Lenin or the Rel Banner uf‏ | 


E eon: east to urrive in the 


Laibour fron cash-slirvel wir velar 

al; and beside hinı was i ma wh 

called himself "1 ıissiundry [unt 
the lartl". 

ley were missionaries for io 
uv but tlırımselves. The lemucrantic 
hie ley ought Iley were int 
porling to Russian have bern blown 
wy, dkl lhe resullL is tie sort of 
hitrionice but funcal-nially an- 
keruus Iıiedicval feuding. 

, Wrslern embassies in Moscow, 
weeplible to lhe cinim that tHinjts 
hire not turned out unrler Brn'is 
etsin quile {he way they hacl it 
ruled, have ereclecl ù temporary 

, iulen palisade around their rather 

; Xposed posiliuns. Ii consists uf 
hree arguments. Argument Nunt- 

| ter ne: After 75 years ûf commu- 

j ismin which Russia was practically 
1 militarîsed state, it would be folly 

; o expect the transition period to E0 

, molhly or quickly. It tuok 300 
years to create the English lawn. 

ere's no arguinyr with that, 

Defence Number Two: Right or 
Tong, democrat or nol, lere was 
1o practical alternative to support- 
ng Bûris Yelisin, who, whatever 
tise he has done, has subınitted 
himself twice to popular vote and 


| 


Vote on Crimean port splits neignbours 


Iinı and the foreign ministry more 
isolated in their efforts to reach a 
compromise with Ukraine, a deal 
which the indignant Ukraininn par- 
Hament is becoming increasingly 
less willing to ınake. 

The council, made up of the 
heads of Russia's §9 regions, has 
been energised in pasl months by a 
series of glibernatorial elections. 
New governors, auch, 4S Mr 
Yeltsin's old foe Alexander Rutskoi, 
are keen to flex their muscles, while 
old governors are desperate 10 
show. the electorate that they are 
more than just tle Kremlin's vote- 
gatlıerers and subsidy-farmers. 

The Sevastopol . vote was 
prompled by the ambilious mayor 
of Moscow, Yuri Luzhkov, whosc 
campaign lo repatriale lhe Crimean 
city is seen as part of his s{ralegy to 
become president in 4000, 2 

Mr Luzhkov argues that Nikita 
Khrushcliev’s 1954 “gift” of Crimea 
from Russia to Ukraine ~~ both then 


In a ımore sinister use of lan- 
guage, a second motion accused 
Ukraine of creating tension in the 
former Soviet Union by refusing to 
return Sevastopol. 

The city is the main base for the 
former Soviet Black Sea lect, which 
Moscow and Kiev have been trying 
to share out since the break-up of 
the Soviet Union in 1991, But in re- 
cent months the focus of dispute 
has shifted ta tlıe status of the city 
itself. 

2 lower house of ihe Russian 
parllarnent, the Dunza, has often 
madle declarations on lhe Russian 
status of Sevastopol, which Presi 
dent Boris Yeltsin has promptly ve- 
toed. But this is the first time that 
the upper house — previously a 
sleepy club of Yeltsin yes-ınen that 
could be relied upon not to rock the 


boat — has tlonned such aggres- 


sively patriotic colours. 


President Yeltsin can „and will 
veto the council. But it makes.both 


James Meek In Mascow 


OSTILITY between the two 
1 largest stales in eastern Europe 
crease sharply this month when 
Ihe upper house of the Russian par- 
Îaınent accused Ukraine of illegally 
occupying Russian territory. 

In anı unexpected nıove, senators 
in the nurmally docile Federation 
Luuntil voted overwhelmingly in 
Supporl of two motions effectively 
lenanding that Kiev recognises 
Sevıstopol, on the Crimean penin- 
xl, as a Russian city. 

Butl Russia and the international 
community have recognised Sev- 
islopol as being part of Ukraine 
Sire the stale became independent 
Iver years ago. “Unilateral actions 
MY ıe Ukrainian side, aimed at sez 
Ing from Russia part of its territory, 
are nal only illegal from the point of 
ew of, international law, but di- 
‘ectly damage the security of Rus- 
A." said the council. 
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Its still the economy, stupid 


andl Nato troops reınaining in 
Bosnia for another 18 months, with 
reviews every six months, He nolël 
that the firm, one-year time limit for 
the length of the Ffor mission had 
been a mislake — “the statemenls 
were far too positive as to when 
we'd get oul", 

"If the situation on the ground 
changes, we can quickly bring 
additional troops back to Bosnia” 
Gen Shalikashvili went on. “I am 
very confident that if military con 
manders report that the risk to their 
troops is such thal more soldiers 
have to be brought in, I have 1o 
doubt „hal my government would 
agree. 

Washington's armed forces are 
now increasingly reamuly to intervene 
in overseas crises when US nalional 
interests ire only marginally cun 
cerned, in a world wlıere thr Nalo 
alliance becomes the tool of choice 
tor military action in the Micldle 
East and Africa, Gen Slıalikashvili 
aclderl. 

“This is no longer i1 worlrl wire 
you only’ limit yourself tu vital inıler 
esis," the Pentagon's top officer told 
a group of international correspon 
dents in a year-end survey of the 
world. It was the clearest stalenent 
yel (lelivered of the new and vont 
plex strategic vision nf (he Clinlun 
adıninistratinn, In a broacl survey of 
lhe US global role, which included a ; 
sharp warning over Chinese ane | 
sales to Iran, the General revealed 
for (he first time thal he hal ritir 
mended consiclering the usr of Nal 
lrces in Rwanda, and lıiıcl tliscussrd 
this with lhe Unilerl Nalions virt" ; 
tary-general this summer. 


“TODAY, we prulect our inter | 

ests when they are ilırear 
ened, in order lo shape (Me, 
environmenl to ensure thal wlıal dF | 
velops is in accord wilh our gual. 
using American ımililary furces In 
situations when lesser inleresis arê 
tlıreatenedl so they don't grow,” he 
sail. “When 1 was Supreme Con 
mancler of Allied Forces in Europe. Î 
thought ihe day would come when 
the Nato horizon would stretch be 
yond Europe, I can envisage the day 
when the member nalions seê il 
useful to deal with humanitarian and 
other operalions in Africa or the 
Middle East, utilising Nato com 
mand and control.” 

AÃ worlcl view of tlıis scope SUF’ 
gests that we are close to the high 
water mark of American power and 
ambition. A similar crest may loom 
ing in the stock markets, and poss 
bly in the political fortunes of thê 
Clinton presidency. This may all be 
too gloonıy in such a triumphant rê 
election year, but there is an uncotf” 
fortable sense that Clinton, the 
Pentagon, and even the US econ 
omy, may have nowhere to go bul 
down. But his legacy, as the free 
trade president and the man who PF 
pears to be cralting the Nê 
consensus on foreign and domes 
policies for a generation to come, İ5 
already in place. 
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continuad from page 1 

if born on American soil. The third 
was the character weaknesses of 
Clinton, a sly dig at the Whitewater 
embarrassments, and also at what 
the Republicans claimed was his 
feckless and casual way with foreign 
policy, 

These proved inadequate as caın- 
paign themes in the face of Clinton's 
economic record and his skill at per- 
suading the voter's that he stood for 
a more congenial and less divisive 
set of (raditional values. Few argued 
with Clinton's suggestion of school 
uniforms, or his cautious approval 
far teenage curfews. And lis insis- 
teuıce that affirmative aclion couıld 
be "mended, not entlecl" lo preserve 
the concept of fairness to the less 
privilegecl clıimed with the essential 
generosity of most Americans, who 
are on the wlole ueither a ıneaı- 
xpirilecl nor it racist people. 

Clinton's victory tn tle presiclen- 
tial election was matched by the Re- 
publican success in strengthening 
their grip on the Senate, and main- 
taining it — witlı a thin majorly — 
in the House of Representatives. As 
for all but six of the past 28 years, 
the voters judlgecl they would be 
saler with divided governnıent iıı 
Washington. The six years wheıı 
one parly conirolled both While 
House and Congress were the ınla- 
mented four years of the Carler 
pr'esiclency, and te unhappy first 
two year's of President Clinton. 

All this helps to explain why ther 
was so nıuclı talk in (he weeks after 
the election of “he vital centre", 
This rested on the assuntptioıı 
(rather, the pious hope) tha Clinton 
andl tlıe chastenerl Republican lead- 
ers coulkl govern well togetlıer, 
making comnton cause against the 
protectionist Deınocrats and the Re- 
publicans' religious right wing. 

This woılld be more convincing 
were it not for the clog that dlicl ı1ot 
bark during tlıe campaign: the vul- 
nerabilities of the White House to 
scandal, lo harassment by congres- 
sional inquiry, and to the unfinished 
legal probes of the independent 
counsel, Kenneth Starr. The teınpta- 
tion to mıake use of these obvious 
weapons was very hard to resist for 
a Republican party whose internal 
divisions were best eased by théir 
joint animosity to Mr and Mrs 
Clinton. 

The potential of these scandals 
for damage was one clue to the 
fragilities of Clinton's second term. 
There were athers, such as the way 
the Federal Reserve chairman, Alan 
Greenspan, sent tle world's stock 
markets tumbling with his warning 
of "irrational exuberance”, a clear 
suggestion that the Wall Street 
boom could not be long sustained. 
There were the rumblings of 
Kremlin instability, and there was 
China, whose tumultuous economic 
growth presaged a difficult geo- 
political period, Clinton was driver 
in the spring to draw a line in the 
waler's of the Taiwan Sirait, dis- 
Palching lwo aircraft carrier task 
forces as a precaulion againısl 
Chinese bullying. And ihere was 
Bosnia, where a kind of peace was 
maintained only by the deployment 
of US-lecl Nato forces, 

“Yoıı can argue whether we have 
harl peace or just an absence of war. 
But for' a year, people lıave not been 
killed. This İs a tremendous credit 
to Nato and I don't think any other 
Inilitary organisation coull have 
done it,” the chairman of the joint 
chiefs of staff, General John Sha- 
likaslıvili, sald earlier this month. 
He envisaged lhe new S-for (Stablli- 
sation Force) of some 30,000 US 


ASMIN Aliblıai-Brown seeıns to 

be saying that now there are not 
enough low-grade jobs to go round 
and blacks are being kept out of 
those that there are by white coım- 
petitors, black people with ability 
and money slıouıld try to join the 
nıicldle clnsses. 

She has done this herself by 
putting her son through a fee-pay- 
ing school and at least trying to get 
him into Oxford. I wonder how this 
will go down with car workers suf- 
fering discrimination in Dagenham? 

My own conclusion after 35 years 
of “race relations” research in Britain 
is that all that this will do is allow a 
few middle-class blacks to disassoci 
ate themselves from their fellows, 

I am, of course, sad for these 
binck and Asian micldle classes that 
they slıoulcdl suffer discriınination at 
the lıigher levels and thal they 
ahottlit be personally hurt. Frankly, 
lowever, his bears no coımmparisun 
with ıe situalion of those denied 
jobs altogether, I cannol ser how 
naking acceplance easier [ur 
ınonicd blacks and Asiins in proles- 
sional jobs and the fee-paying erlu- 
cational seclor will help. 

( Prof John Rex, 
Untversily af Warwick, Coventry 


HILE Yasmin Alibhai-Brown's 

sirictures on racist atlitucles 
will ring true among those wlio 
share her Concerns about lhe dele- 
terious effect of such prejudices, the 
slory of a Muslim womaı facing 
hostility fron her work colleagues 
over lhe wearing of a headscarf (A1- 
peal against ‘hijab' racisıı, Decem- 
ber 15) iloes nol alıgur well for 
posilive change. 
WR Jackson, 
Afansfield, Nottinghamshire 


Selling death 
around the world 


S THERE nowhere tliat British 
arms cannot contribute towards 
death? The Middle East, South 
America, naw Rwanda? Just how do 
those responsible live with their con- 
sciences and {hat includes menibers 
of governments who sit iclly by? 
(Dr) David Blest, 
University of Tasmania, 
Lattnceston, Australia 


3 IT is so shocking to sell arms to 
Rwanda that we should declare it 
illegal, why is it acceptable to sell 
arms to Nigeria, [Indonesia and 
Saudi Arabia, to name only three 
repressive regimes? On December 
3, you reporled that a £200 million 
British overseas aid programme to 
Indonesia had been linked directly 
1o multi-million-pound sales of arms 
and military aircraft, 

Why does no ont in Parliament 
speak oul? Surely it could nal be to 
prutect the interests of UK firms? 
fac Street, 

Lilileborough, Lancashire 


HE arms denlers who suppliecl 

the Rwandan regime before anc 
cluring lhe 1994 genaclde look like 
escuping their just c(leserts, thanks 
tû regislering on Mickey Mouse 
islancls ancl Ihe rumbling# of free- 
market politicians sudclenly con- 
cernetl about Ihe loss of jobs, Such 
difficulties could be sıırnıounlecl by 
inctcling them at lhe Iiternatlonal 
Courl of Juslice as accessories to 
genocide. But I doubt very muıch 
that this will happen. 
Colin Gill, 
Londun 


2 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Race that’s littered 
with obstacles 


power. It had its last and ınost 
comprehensively unattractive outing 
when Mirs Thatcher used it to take 
on a loitering military dictatorship 
in the South Allantic. Her example 
was soon followerl ly Englislı foot: 
ball fars on the terraces of Europe. 

But Britishness is now in rapicl 
decay. [t is a misreading to see the 
shrillness of the Tory Europhobes 
as anything other {hau the begin- 
uing of nalionalîsm's end-game. Hs 
future is Toopimng the Colour on 
tins of shortbreacl for tourists. 

We aré wilnessing an cpic mo- 
ment in lhe war againsl racisın iı 
ıe startl of the Trnusport arl (reın- 
cral Workers Linion against lhe 
employmem praclices of For 
Truckfeet, Anu official uf the rival 
uation Claims tliat (he extrenute rarily 
ol black lurry (rivers "may sirnply 
be because lheilr superior iutelli- 
Hence says don'l wurk in a #hilly jul 
for low uy" CIUC to rule ou Ford 
rare rew, December 15}, To tlispose 
ûf such cynicıl whitecollar racism 
rrquires precisely tliat we do nat 
grace its indeliblc national identily 
wih any legilimacy whatsoever. 

Tom Snow, 
Lundon 


HE article by Yasniin Alibhai- 

Brown highliglus clandestine 
ravisnı within employment practices 
and individuals’ atlilucles, 

Rucial dliscrinıination has been 
hislorically rampimt in highly paid 
jobs. I renıemher in 1956 when | 
was svtking a job as a print worker 
irı Fleet Sireet. Their practices, then 
supported by tlıe {rade unions, were 
similar tn those at Ford. Anxiety 
about its survival is a good sign. 
Amin AMawani, 

Jusdon 


HE essay by Yasmin Alibhai- 

Brown (Black looks andl while 
lies, DPeceniber 22) was not entirely 
riglıt. The people of Callornia did 
nol “[vate] to ban gender’ and race 
quotas in government posts" — nor 
could they have done so as there 
lıave never been any. The far right 
iı lhe United Slates would liave youl 
believe ihal virlually every black 
aan or wonian bıı eınployment owes 
1iheir place to a quola, but Hial 
tloesn"t rtean il is truce. 

Quukis cu oxisl iu the US but 
heir use is very Timilccl, None [lie 
less, the fact of their existance has 
done grert TR camage lo Hie eaux’ 
vf ual upporlunities, helperl along 
by sme of He coxcosses perp 
tralutl at 1e fries, 

Ouols hive no place in thinking 
beaut epually in the UK but the 
chic is ul belweet tuulas or 
utling. Yasui Alibhai-Brown pest 
perilously close tn sugguslingg Ihat 
lul can be achieved until white 
men hav adjusterl their heucls. "I his 
is a pessimistic and iınpraclical pre- 
sciplion, Of course we all wislı tlıat 
Filist, srxisl or simply palronising 
leas (ld mul exist. However, YOU 
wınutot tell all num-Wasps thant {hey 
have fo wall uulil this larger issue 
has been resolved. 

John Carr, 
Landau 


| AliblıaBrowu {hrows 
dwıly parch of tiie forcr of ler 
piece by arguing (hal arixielies 
about Ihe cuarrusion of a British 
cullural klentily need lo be yıken 
we ously. 

Racisnı ancl nafionalism are firs 
culısins, Tlie one cannot be altackecl 
by nıaking cancessions 10 tlie other. 
Brilislhness is the name uf state 
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FOCUS ON ISRAEL 5 


to be "a Hong Kong Lee Kııau- yew" 
— Singapore's stern, paternalistic 
elder statesman. 

But Mr Tung also has consider- 


io preserve the "high de | 
autonomy” promised to Hor 
after July 1 under the formula 


“one country, hwo systema But on his return he finds a country split in two, extreme orthodoxy on the march, and fears growing of a new Middle East war 
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| Seven months ago Matthew Engel paid his first visit to Israel and found it heading towards grudging acceptance of a state of Palestine. 
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Iw la one ior Netimyal over 
Dores. But they sll may nol gel 
qule wim they bargaineel fur. 
When 1hey sec a foreign journalisl, 
upposiion puliticitns sêvin inclinrrtl 
la rejecl {he must damning iiMerpre- 
talons of [srael's situalion. As mie 
pu 1 to me: “Bibi's a slupidl idinl. 
but he's still our stupid diol.” 


Most believe that if the worst clid 


come lo the worst 1e counlry 
would rally round as i1 always has 
done ancl that everyone would obey 
orders, But they also believe tle 
worst will not come to the worst ancl 
that the Bar-Hlan view may not, itı 
the end, prevail. “I think Bibi really 
believes you can't trust those 
Arabs,” said Uri Dromi, who was 
chief spokesman for the Rabin and 
Peres administralions, "But | alsa 
think he's trying to buy time. Buy 
time till what? Till the Arabs change 
and become someone else? Even if 
the government (loesn"t want peace, 
they can't go back.” 


"Î think the peace process will 


The most coherent psephological 


Rabin in 1992 and 


UT there is a vast mass of 
people wlio would have 
voted Likud anyway. Sederot 


failure. Peres's Lbour Party — ancl 
this nay be unique in the democrilr 
(ice world — represents an alliance 
between the business atid the intel- 
lectual communilies. A merıber of 
the Tel Aviv middle classes could 
spel years without meeling so- 
cially auyune who votecl for Netar- 
yahu's Likud. 


explanation lies in the huge group 
of recent Russian immigrants, who 
voted for 
switched sides, partly in response to 
the bus bombings in Tel Aviv and 
Jerusalem which unhinged the 
promise of peace, and partly be- 
cause their leader, Nalan Sharan- 
sky, allied himself with Netanyahu. 


is a town barely three niles from 
the Gaza Strip. Fifly years ago it was 
desert. Waves of migrants poured in 
from the countries where Jews were 


. 
ne 


aT 5 2 
Voice of hate: rightwing fnnatdes heckle a Peace Now demonstratiun in Tul Aviv 


Judaisnt tls is barbarism. Tlie 
governmenl dûes nut formally con- 
(done {he veneration of Goldsleiln, 
any more lan it comlones lhe 
yrwerful unflercurrent uf sympathy 
for Yigal Amir, the fanatic wito 
murdered Rabin. But the tone of the 
glnıinislration is une of lingering 
hate. 

While Israeli negotiators were 
talking to Yasser Arafat's officials 
and trying to put together a deal on 
Hebron, I was talking to David Bar- 
Ilan, the prime minister's policy di- 
rector and — some say — his 
éminence grise. He is an urbane and 
pleasant individual. What he says is 
extraordinary. Had Netanyahu, I 
wondered, learned anything from 
his time of office, particularly from 
the débûcle over the opening of the 
tenıple tunnel in Septentber, when 
rioting led to 75 deaths? “Yes,” said 
Bar-Ilan, “He's learned you can't 
trust the word of the Palestinian 
Authority. Before we worried about 
the violence from Hamas. Now we 


Land 


More than 13 montlıs havê 


Now ihe lauulscape is lrans- 
fore ullerly. [Israel's new rulers 
werê elected lo aborl the Mea of 
Palestine and lo construct a diffe" 
ent vision for their own stale. 

The niiuns of the worlkl are 
uniterl in their sliskısle [or the new 
government, There are endless slo- 
ries of lhe prime minister's techni- 
cal incumpetence acl crassness, 
like his meeting with the head ol lhe 
World Bank. wlio was obligerl lo lis- 
ten 10 an hour-long economics les- 
son. Last numlh (he Jerusalem Post, 
the new governmenl's most reliable 
cheerleauler, ran a major piece (le- 
scribing lhe appalling relalionships 
between the prime minister ancl the 
military establislımeut andl claiming 
thal le no longer lıadl any aclviser 
wlio coul give him accurate infor- 
matinn aboul Arab thinking. As for 
his character, the most telling cletail 
may be Llıat alter the election Netan- 
yalu insistecl he should no longer 
be known by lıis nickname of "Bibi", 
used by family, friend and foe since 
he was a baby. He thought it undig- 
nified. This was not the actlon of a 
man comfortable in hiınself. 

Israel's enenıies have always 
found it easy to make unjust com" 
parisons with the old South Africa. 
But it gets easier when you read 
that the government is preparing 
plans to corral Israeli Arabs in the 
Galilee into blocks of flats to prevent 
them having a majority of the land; 
when you understand the reality 
that Orthodox groups, backed by 
American money, are buying Arabs 
out of the Muslim Quarter of the 
Old City of Jerusalem in a system 
atic attempt to Judaise the area; 
when you witness the casual corr 


passecl since the assassinalion of 
Yilzhak Rabin. and seven months 
since tlie vote lhat brought Netan- 
yahu to power. When I paid my first 
visit here jusl befure the election, 
the roal seemerl open to a fulure of 
prosperily and, if not brotherly love, 
then at last a grudging co-exis- 
lence belween [sracl and the incipi- 
ent state of Palestine. 


Hatred disfigures 


Promised 


[ IS Moırlay morning, the time 


when 13-year-old Jewish boys 

come to the Wailing Wall in 
Jerusalem for their bar mitzvalı. 
The scene is probably more bewil- 
dering to anyone whose experience 
ofthese riluals has been confined to 
synagogues in London ur Manchts- 
ter than it is to a complete outsider. 
lı Britain the bu’ nıitzvah buy reads 
out his portion of the Torah in a ner 
vous gabble amid a decorous lush. 
Here, al Judlaisnt's most solemn and 
saerel place, here were a duzen 
competing cerecmonivs a few (eel 
front each ollıtr. 

Fhe boys’ thin voices never stood 
achance. Their malt rulatives were 
alongside them chanting far louder 
and more confidently. And tlieir 
mums and aunties — barred from 
the temple confines — were leaning 
over ihe fence, singing, cheering, 
throwing coins. From a distance tlle 
suns mergecl into a general uılula- 
tion, like an Aliciın funeral. Close 

to, the scene was more like a font 
ball match: joyous, [ervenl, irra 
tinal, 

Twenty-four hours later, another 
group appeared. These were ile 
Women of the Wall, who — far more 
quietly — exercised what they be- 
lieved was their rig to worship. 
They did not attempt to penetrate 
the men's section, wliich would 
have been an obvious provocation. 
Honever, a number were reportedly 
wearing kipot and talliim — skull- 
aps and prayer-shawls — which 
are normally only worıu by men. 

They were ambushed by a group 
DÎ Orthodox Jews who hurled clıairs 
at them. The police ignored the at- 
lackers and threw the women out, 
“You can't pray like that,” said one 
policeman. Later, a government 
minister told the women they were 
crazy and said, if they warnıted equal- 
they could go to the beach or the 

sto. 


Welcome to the New New Middle 
East. This is not the New Middle 
East promised by Shimon Peres be- 
fore the Israeli election last May. 
Peres envisaged an Israel living in 


Mr Tung’s only experience i 
government Was a four-year stint oq 
Mir Patten's execulive coun 
where he opposed political anf 


most other reforms. Some eve | | 


challenge his reputation in bus 
ness, (tuestioning a carefully con 
structed orthodoxy that he rescue] 


the family shipping enıpire from his! 


e excesses. 

ut it was the near-collapse 
firm, with more than 2E bi 
debt in September 1985, that helped 
launch Mr Tung's political career [ 
brought him into the orbit — anl 
trust — of Beijing business inter. 
ests and officials. 

China's role in the ballkout tx 
not formally acknowledged by Mr 
Tung unül two months ago, a re 
cence attributed to the family’s les 
to Taiwan. The subject remains sey 
sitive and rarely elicits mare thin 
brief answers, 

Bankers involved ir the rescue 
plan, which took nearly two yearsl 
put together, praise Mir Tung’s pos: 
ers of persuasion and tenacity. Bul | 
the secrecy aurrounding it remains 
a cause for coJicern. 

“Why would the Cormmunisls 
lend so muclı money to the Tung 
family?" asked Ms Lau. "What is3 
between lhem. 1 don"t think we wil 
ever know, But (hal is a clear sign 
they know the family very well ard 


able charm and modesty. He waits 
in the queue al immigration, even in 
Beijing, and uses a BMW in a city 
with more Rolls Royces per capita 
than any other — though the car 
does carry the less than proletarian 
badge of the Corps Consulaire, an 
emblem of his role as honorary con- 
sul for Monaco. 

Despite his years in Liveı pool - 
he's a graduate in marine tngin- 
eering from the university. San 
Francisco, Boston and the hybrid 
East-West city of Hong Kong, he 
champions the values of the country 
he left at the age of 12, when his 
father, C Y Tung, the founder of the 
family shipping fortune, fled Shang- 
hai for Hong Kong just before Mao 
Zedong!’s revolution. 

"The Americans attach a great 
deal of importance to their rights," 
he said recently. “I am not saying 
that they are wrong but I think, for 
us Chinese, obligations are more 
important.” Such comments alarm 
democrats. Beijing, with its invest 
ment of trust and, in the past, 
money, is delighted. 

“He is the type that appeals most 
to Chinese officials. He is very cau- 
tious. He is very careful about politi- 
cal correctness," sald Tsang 
Yok-sing, leatler of the Beijing- 
backed Democratic Alliance for the 
Betterment of Hong Kong. 

But are these the talents needled 


China picks a friendly tycoon 


cate with Chinese leaders, They 
have a different set of values. Al- 
most like alien beings.” 

In the weeks preceeding his con- 
firmation by a carefully screened 
400-member selection committee, 
Mr Tung has spoken Beijing's lan- 
guage. He emerged from relative 
obscurity to toe China's line with a 
consistency and vigour that has 
alarmed critics and surprised even 
some veteran pro-China politiclans. 

He told the democrats that they 
must change, warned Tibet support 
groups to pack their bags, echoed 
Chinese conspiracy theories about 
“hostile foreign forces", and de- 
clined to join those demanding le- 
niency for the Hong Kong journalist 
Xi Yang, who was jailed for 12 years 
iı China for an interest-rate scoop. 

“He is goiiıg lo do what he is told, 
He is going to be very tough and he 
will obey orders," said Emily Lau, a 
democrat member of the legislative 
council. “The things he has been 
saying in the past few weeks show 
us that he is through and through a 
Communist cadre," 

Most of Hong Kong prefers to 
see a classic conservative, a view 
Mîr Tung has encouraged by paying 
homage to Confucius at a Hong 
Kong temple and praising tradi- 
tional valıes in an l&-page *elec- 
tion" manifesto, An official who 
knows him suggests tlıat ie wanls 


Andrew Higgins in Hong 0 


Fung: bailed out by Beijing 


Tung Clıee-hwa, or C H as he is 
often callexl, is aged 59, a fan of Con- 
fucîus who sends his children ta 
university in America, a Chinese 
patriot who left China, a nan whose 
given nane means "build Clrina” 
but wlio used to cheer an Liverpool 
Football Club, 

“He owes Chiııa a big favour, lu 
s0 do many businessmen,” said 
David Chu, a properly millionaire 
wlio met Mr Tung when they 
worked together at a General Elec- 
irîc plaut ncar Boston in 1968, He 
secs Mr Tunyg’s intinıate connectiorı 
with Clıina as am assel not a handi- 

cap. “He knows low lo cuımMuuni- 


OON after' arriving in Hong 
Kong in 1983, the man ap- 
painted by Deng Xiaoping as 
the 
colony made a less than dazzling 
discovery. "I began to realise that 
the political inclinatlons of business- 
men are usually linked to their busi- 
ness. They lean towards whoever 
supports (hem in irade er finance," 
recalls Xu Jlatun, China's senior offi- 
cial here until 1990. “] suggested 
thal we use our resources to foster a 


Kong profiles the man 
Beijing has put in charge 


of the former British colony 


o 


China's plenipotentiary in 


Rroup of proChinn capiMalists." 


The theory was quickly put into 
practice, In 1985, China stepped in 
will $120 million to help ball out the 
shippiryg enıpire of a [long Konig fant- 
ily previuusly far nore partial, at least 
iu ublic, to Triwnn anl Princess 
tırace of Monaco llnn the cadres of 


the Chinese Curmtmunist Party. 


Tlıis munlh, 11 years after Beijing 
lıelped set up the workl's thircl 
biggest corporate bailkoul (after 
Chrysler and 1ockheegdl!, {he busi 
nessrman save from bankruptcy 
las been namerl ns Chris Patten's 
sUCcessur, lhe first post-colonial 


chief exrculive of Hong Konk. 
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Anthony Hubbard in Wellington on the parties 
that have joined forces to govern New Zealand 


Betrayal and broken rami 
have been {he lınl currrny ol pli 
cal debale in New Zealand for Û 
vears. They forccrl a riudical realy. 
ımenul of ferces, as the Alim 
brake away froın Labnur, and Nes 
Zealand Firsl broke [rim National 
Botlı accused ile ulder partly "1 
treachery, 

Disillusionment is alsu nF 
among Maori voters, wlio this Ye 
abandoned their 50-year-old sur 
port of Labour and uuassivelr 


backed New Zealand First. M 
Peters's decision to join Nationd 
will be especially unpopular wil 


na | 


Maori people. Some now predict 
that the five Maori MPs in his cal" 
cus will eventually split from the 
party. Mr Peters faces a huge eê" 
lenge in winning over angry Meon 
voters. But he thrives on crisis and 
he has come back from political 
near-death many times beforê. 
The move to MMP was au 2 
tempt by a disillusioned electoratê 


a a 


foes make 


Old political 


strange bedfellows 


cries of treachery frum Mir Peters's 
supporters and crilics alike. The 
coalition agreement was a catalogue 
of betrayal, says Ms Clark, who 
fought an effective campaign but 
managed to capture only 28 per cent 
of vote. 

e critics are now throwi 
back at Mr Peters same of the ا‎ 
lently anti-Natîonal rhetoric that he 
hurled during the election cam- 
paign. In August, for instance, he 
said: "The prime minister is not fit 
for the job, and come October he 
wil be out." In his campaign open- 
ing in September, he said: “If you 
want National out vote New 


EW ZEALAND has a new elec- 

toral system and a new govern- 
ment lıcaded by 1wo bitter foes, 
Elections under the ney German- 
siyle proportional representation 
system have forced the conserva- 
tive prime minister, Jinı Bolger, to 
team up with his oll enemy, the 
arch-populist Winston Peters, 

This month the two men smited 
for the cameras and signed a coali- 
tion agreement — a political peace 
treaty ending years of mulual re- 
crimination. Mr Peters, sacked from 
Mr Bolger's National cabinet in 
1991, now returns as deputy prime 
minister and treasurer, a senior fi- 


aê lS e <| أ‎ lus! 1 : 1 أ‎ dox Jews in | are worried about the Palestinian | persecuted, first from North Africa, | continue,” says Michael Keren, pro 
for Hk, This completes an i ee Mîr Peters says e e ا ست ریا‎ thal Mr Palestine. is was a eel eally, if ارا‎ anl wn Palestinians; police. : agai e ا‎ e ان‎ EN 5 ا‎ 
revolution in New Zealand, where | he chose the party which would Peters's policy about-face sugEEs narrowly, rejected by the electorate. | and when you hear that, as İn “We expect Arafat to try it again. | among other E ED i rg ا‎ 


cratic Israel. AJl the pressure — 
from the White House, business, 
the military, the technocrats, te 
medîa — is towards peace. I don't 
think he will be able to escape his 
destiny.” 

It will be a familiar sort of irony İf 


For the moment we have to content 
‘ourselves with thie irony that a gov- 
ernment elected to talk tough to the 
Arabs has found itself sû globally re- , 
viled that its negoliating position 
hns been immeasurably weakenecl,. 
It is Netanyahu who needs the He- 
bron deal most urgently to prevent 


Just after the election, the local 


France Profonde, the country's 
deep and secret heart. 

Yet it is nol an old-fashioned 
place. Sederot is still expanding; 
new homes ‘are going up every- 
where. Jusl 1 few miles away there 
are almost a million Palestininns 
desperate for work. But‘ hère they 


chicken soup factory. 


chief rabbi blocked the path of a fu- 
neral procession and forced the 
family of a twoyear-old boy, who 
had been crushed by a car, to leave 
the ceınetery and bury him in un- 
consecrated ground outside, He 


He doesn't Jike having to worry 
about book-keeping and garbage 
and that sort of thing. He loves u- 
mult and tırmoil and he thrives on 
j. One of the greatest crimes 
against Palestinians was getting him 
and his gangsters back from exile 
instead of democratising Palestinian 


bility of peaceful co-existence, What 
is so astonishing is that, 49 years 
after the state's foundation, Israeli 
leaders are slill unable to ernpathise 
with Palestinian resentments or tO 
understand why Arafat has been 
such a successful articulator of 
therm. Jutlaism Is based on en- 


durance and tradition and syımbol- 


gious party MPs, for instance, have 


Britain, the government has lately 
revised lie gun laws. This one, how- 
ever, has been makihg it easler to . 
carry one. 


MN ORE often, though, lerael 


seems to be turning into 
Iran. Extreme orthodoxy iS 


ligious Jews is drying up, and partly 
a Orthodox Israelis breed 
like ıuclear reactors: the 20 reli- 


an average of six children each. 
Incidents like the one at the Wall 


But for many of Netanyahu’s sup- Î and bizarre rabbinical pronounce” 


ments are now routine. If still conıes 
ia:a'shock, though, to visll the Jew- 


ley chose Binyamin Netanyahu as 
Prime minister instead. 

For months Netanyahu has been 
saying that he is on the brink of 
achieving what might be regarded 
a8 his first success: an agreement 
ior a partial withdrawal of Israeli 


iroops from Hebron. This is a city ` 


drel ımilitantly anti-Arab Jewish 
seltlers in the heart of the city — 
"mong the people Israel conquered 
in 1967 and whose fathers. and 
grandfathers niassacrecl Hebron's 
original Jewish community in 1929. 


orlers this would not be a triumph 
ut a betrayal. And in terms bf his 


that MMP is no better than thé old 
system. The long delay in forming 8 
government has also bred 80 
disillusionment. 

Mr Lange, a critic of MMP, BS 
excoriated Mr Peters and his P® 
tracted courtship by Labour 4" 
National. He said the two bİg PF” 


Coalition-bullding is a new €P® 
rience for New Zealand, forme 
home of a streamlined Westmins# 
system where first-pastthePo® 
governments wielded ayer when 
ing power with less than 50 per i 
of the vote, Even with an unt 
system, however, nore of the PIF 
dits thought the process would takê 
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National to increase spending and 
to scrap the profit requirement, 


antl-immigration campalgn, and 
critics accuse him of pandering to 
anti-Asian prejudice, But under the 
coaltion pact immigration levels 
will continue at current levels. 

But Mr Peters has forced the 
National Party to abandon the 
hated superannuaHon surcharge, a 
lax on wealthler pensloners. 


Winston Peters (lef) and Jim Bolger seal 


Sparring partners . , . 
their coalition deal 


to break the power of the unions — 
will be softened a little, but not 


agreement, New Zealand First also 
wins five ofthe 20 cabinet posts. 
The coalition agreement includes 
some victories for Mr Peters. Social 
spending will increase by some 
NZ$5 billion over the three-year par- 
liamentary term. A substantial in- 
crease in health spending might 


best deliver his party's policies. He 
also puts some of the blame on Jim 
Anderton's Alliance, a leftwing party 
which broke away from Labour and 
won 1Û per cent of the vote. A New 
Zealand-First Labour coalition 
would have needed support from 
ihe Alliance to get its legislation 


Mr Peters's job as treasurer puts 
him above the finance minister, Bill 
Birch, A dour rightwinger who is a 
close friend of Mr Bolger. Mr Peters 
will now be in chıarge of the budget, 
But while he is in the engine room, 
the machinery remains largely the 
same and the freemarket direclion 
uttchangerl. The Reserve Bank Act, 


13 years of radicıl Thatcherism 
have also broughi economic and so- 
cial upheaval. 

In Ociober, the country's first elec- 
tion under the new nıixed member 
praportional (MMP) system left both 
the incunıbent National and apposi- 
ton Labour parties well short of a 


parliamentary majority. Neither side | through — much. The basic free-market thrust Mîr Peters 1 : SP wh lt: se le | society.” said the mother was insufficiently .| one day Netanyahu joins his Likud i 
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hat Mir’ Peters founded in 1993. 

Mir Bulger andl ihe Labotır leacler, 
Helen Clark, were bolh forcecl to 
woo îr Peters — a courtship that 
was long anıl extraordinarily cont 
plex. Finally, after eighi weeks ol se- 
cret talks, the kingmaker opted for 
National, a party whose rightwing 
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forces within Israel about their own 


Î in Hebron in 1994. ‘This is not 


nse ° 
.6 FOCUS ON EUROPE 
French racists win over workers 


Since Mr Francês registered FN- 
Pénitentiaire in September, he has 
recruited 45 of the 123 prison offi- 


GUARDIAN WEEKLY 
December 29 1996 


Architect of choice 
for capital projects 


UK NEWS 7 


Risks grow 
for London 
homeless 


Alex Duval Smith in Parls ties of the main parties, including 
ہے‎ the Communists. 
FTER working his way up to 
the rank of senior prison 


In October, the National Fronts 


leaning men sueh is Mir Francés are 
taking similar steps. With a missiun- 
dry zeal fired by anger’ at Ihe poslur- 
iH and sleaze of nirstream 
ullics, police officers, trmsport 
mul 4lefence workers ro securing 
Hrassruuts bases for the exirenist 
Nalional Front. 

Hil Mr Francês md those like 
binı dûre nol pulivy men, Atel while 
hey tdrnire the xekipbox virtuasily 
uf Jean-Marie Le Pen, sume are aj 
falls to be thought racist. Never 
theless, Ihey want lo consoliclante the 
position of the immigrats-out party, 

wlıese fcarler gained 15 per cent of 
lhe vote in the first round of last 
year's presidential election, 

Nîr Francès said: "I voted Le Pen 


fourth position among 18 police 
unions and û voice on appomiments 
lınarcls. FNP’s ımnembers are secre- 
live and the only measure of the 
unton's support is the claimed 10,000 
circulation of iis journal, Policier 
Fiqitçals. 

Alnin Brillel, presilent of tlhe 
Féctération Nalîonale Autonome de 
Police {FNAIP, sail: “lor now the 
FNP is kerping a low profile. I1 just 
CMiRNS on lwo issues: restoring 
flıc death pcualy and atlemplingy to 
win Ihe righ! for police to open fire 
cyvenı when not threalened.” 

But he sail (he FNP's presence 
could lead to explosive situations. 
“Among a riol police squad at 
Jarville, near Metz, 43.7 per cent of 


ing the Mouvement pour une Educa- 
lion Nationale (MEN), which has 
the same initials as tlıe education 
ıminisiry. But Interest has been 
svant! less (han 2 per cent of teach- 
ers vutedl for Le Pen in the presiden- 
lial elections, 
However, the party appears to be 
making inroads in traditionally un- 
puliticised areas; among college stu- 
dents ancl parents, and in seeking 
sents on housing association coun- 
cils, Politicising Ihe unpolitical is a 
tactic that has worked among 
French animal rights groups — 
which have a strong National Front 
base supported by Brigitte Bardot 
— and among traditionalist Roman 
Catholics. 


are also common causes uf dealh, 
according to records of coroners’ 
courts in Lhe capital. 

‘The Fgure of 74 Talaltirs last yeu’ 
was only slightly sown onu the B0 in 
1U92, despite inclications thut thr 
nuntber vf people slee pitik runtglı 
may have dropped by lwimhirris 
ver lle snıne periotl. 

"Tis iuclicues how much work ۱ 
ny Fematn te tackle Hie remaining 
"hart core" uf hos on the sfreets, 
clespite u CIRO niillion government 
pruagriunmıc over lle’ Just six yeuil's, 
Crisis believes lhe gurus undler- 
ıstinale lhe nunber of tleiths lt- 
casr iwi al are referred to û 
coroner, Thue rue tal inay e 
uerer UM, | 


Nornıan's success js that he has the 
track record and the clout to get 
things done. His imposing office 
overlooking the Thames at Bat- 
tersea cxudes power and confi 
dence. Aull il is an impressive 
record. Hc made his breakllırouglı 
in the midzighties witl the 
Hongkong antl Shanghai Bank, {he 
feng shui skyscraper shooling (age 
gers a the bauk's rivals, Stanstecl 
airporl is his best-known Brilish 
builkcling to lale. 

He is currently involved in the 
Chek Lap Kak airporl in Hong 
Kong, the Reichstag in Berlin, {he 
Millenniurnı Tower in Tokyo — tlie 
wurlcl's lighesl at 2,500 fert — and 
smother, camparalively snıall sky- 


cers al Villeneuve-lês-Maguelonne | deputy leader, Bruno Mègret, : James Melkle 
officer, Damien Francés, aged İ jail, rear Montpellier. Five other | launclıecl a “campaign against glob- 1 Sir Norman Foster won اا ر‎ e e e TT 
49, 2 he is proud ۰ to have | jails have created branches of the | atisation” by lealeting sriking work- | the competition to build of funds for capital projects. The To- L ا و‎ ake 
hetrayed his working-class roots, union. ers al a Moulinex factory in . ii ۰ . 0 
For the [first 26 years of his ua- Mir Francès, who clainıs the ınain | Normandy. Activists attend all 1 a new pedestrian bridge en اا‎ oy gn dropped to an average age ل‎ 
rter, he was an aclivist in the com- | Lrade unions have lost touch with | demonstrations against the big cuts for London. Who's Tha isoni, hE 5: al from 47 four years الوا‎ 2 
munist-lominaled CGT irade union | their nıembers, was inspired by the | in Frauıce's defence industries, And 1 Tory grandees know, must be kept ihe e oa gege ta 
canfvcleration. Then, a few morıths | Front National Police, created a year | the parly has created transport surprised? He wins them ha Y 8 From buildings shall the A third yng e 
aya, he fmundecdl FN-Pénitenlaire — | ago. In workers’ council elections | workers’ unions in Lyon and Paris, all. writes Dan Glalster ت‎ Fat iain ayi Hera causes such as ا‎ E 
tle National Front prisons union. last December, one in seven police- The party has tried to gain a Part of tlıe explanation for Sir suicide, drug abuse and pncu 
Acruss France, Hifclong left- | men voted for the FNP giving il | foothold among teachers, by found- 
| 


1 ND the winner is . . . For ar- 
5 chitects arl followers of ar- 
chitectun'al news there is little 
suspense 1o be hacl at {lie announce 
ment o competition winners. The 
envelope is passed, a hush de- 
sends, and surprise, surprise, ithe 
name Sir Norman Foster is 
brenlhed ints a microphone. This 
familiar plol wns playetl wut earlier 
this month when Sir Numan was 
roveale¢tl as fhe winner of the cuın- 
putilion to design a £10 million 
perlestrian briclgé Across tle 
Thames near St Paul's Catlıedral. 
This is the sante Sir Norman 
Foster who in Novenıber wun a 
t250,000 compelition te revitalise 
the cenlre of London. Back in June 
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The optimism of unificallon in 1990 has soured for many eal 
Germans, with one in four facing unemployment PHOT THOMAS Hifel: ! 


Bitterness as Germans fail 
to bridge east-west divide 


iis 


ACE 
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An ıu oil Sree Futin! 
ul peuple sleeping rough in central 
Lantos this year roomed B75, bn 
he til mımber who se Gl th 
Srl il isl me MM HL YY OLY 
be as Tigh im 2DON, aceovny lo 
Crisis. I says here dare rii Ne , 
bers ûl Yuungg pape uu ther ml ret 

Is report, puHishel Ia Cuil 
vith the opening DI is winter slic 
ter nu1woık, snid the average age ıl 
a ugh sleeper dying froin natural 
cases in arl was 4G, incl thal 
siret dwellers were 35 Umes more 
likely 16 commit suicide, aud four 
times ımore likely lo clie from unnal- 
ual causes such as accidents, as- 
sauils, murder antl drug ur alcohol 
poisoning. The death rale of the 
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The cansulling engineers for Sir 


srraper in Frankfurl. Skyscrapers in 
Sll and Riyadh nlsa beckon, as 
dors the British Museum, which, 
thal institution's shaky finances per- 
mitiug, he is tlie l0 remadlel. 


Norman's Thames rich proposal 
are Te Arup & Partners. Sir Ner- 
man has lh conlicts nnd the ınus- 


he anıouncecl iı £100 nuflion plan 
ln redevelop Wembley Stadiunt. 
Shorly afterwards, his plans for a 
gianl, £200 million ımoturwiy aticl 
viaduct linking soulh-west Fraluce 
and Spain at (be Tarn Gurge were 


cle lo get Ilings done. Dlher 
designer's such as Zaha Hadid may 
prorluce more startling designs. sn 
seems lo ruıı the thinking un com- 
pelitioı juries, but if you want to 
nake sure your dreams turn into 
bricks ancl martar, choose Normy. 

With six uffices worldwide, Sir 
Nurman can oversee all this work, 
and enjoy the playboy hobby of pi- 


that a few years ùl hard grall wuld 
seamlessjy kuit lhe [wu parts ol thr 
country together’. 

The subsidies and invoslner: 
would {rigger anı east rmn 
bonn, which in turn would lee inln 
wesl trertmn growth. luteal. 
pulilicians arl anilysls new aduit 
will take at least a generation —f” 
haps 7Û years — [or sliuklarıls ul iv 
ing to become level. If they ever do. 

“You can no longer speak uf an 
economic equalisıtion, bul ol û 
widening (liscrepuncy belwret vi 
and west," says Wollgnng Tlitrse. 
tlepuiy chairman of the upposilun 
Sacial Demucrats, ancl himself a0 
east German. 


lan Traynor ln Bonn 


ا 
AST GERMANS see theınselves‏ 
as losers in {he lottery of unifica-‏ 
tion. For most of the 17 nuillion pen-‏ 
ple in the five east German states,‏ 
the euphoria of the turn of the‏ 
decade which filled the skies over‏ 
Berlin and Leipzig with eries of "We‏ 
are onc people, one country" has‏ 
evaporated.‏ 

What was being billed a few 
years ago as the east German Suc- 
cess story has turned sour, Seven 
year's after the Berlin Wall fell — 
and after a colossal 1,000 billion 
Deutschmarks have been pumped 
into the east — its economic 
growth will be lower than westerıı 


Pascal Perrineau, a sociologist at 
the Centre d'Etudes (le la Vie Poli- 
tique Francaise, said: “Tle National 
Frant's ideas are definitely progress- 
ing, but in a patchy way and mostly 
anıong people with few other politi- 
val reflexes than protesl and anger. 
There is widely fell distaste about 
corruplion in tle main four parlies 
in lhat conlexît, Le Pen appears 
clean," 


Vinams Blok calls openly for inde- 
pendence for Flanders, but the more 
nıoderate parties also want greater 


ofticers voted for thie FNP last De- 
cemhber. Thesc people work on 
lousing eslales where there is 
ımuch racîid tension. In suclı a Silla- 
lon, {here is ù patenlial lor a gang 
mentally among FNP supporters," 
The emergence of Nationil Front 
tnians is in keeping with the party's 
pulicy}’ ûf “"gaing oul on to tle 


ùl the European, municipnl and pres- 
klential cleclions, Hut before, in Mil- 
lerranil's day, [ vuterl Sncinlist, 

"fi o consiler myself rawist 
bit Lhe tons have let ts own incl 
lL Pen speaks sense where uther 
uliliciins give us plalitudusa. The 
Natlonil Fronts ders vorruspancl 
wih nine — respect fir tliscipline, 
palit vilues onî lhe eıwinent 


strtels” — a populist ipproach con- 
traslinyg with Ihe ParstertLrecl activi 


suid role af our profession." 


Belgium’s wealthy north shuns south 


Stephen Bates In Brussels 


T HÊ mist couıunen car slicker in 
Brussels displays the red, gold 


NETHERLANDS 


homeless compares wilh a nuional 
This is nol just the opposilion loling his private jet, perlaps stop” ا‎ 9 e a E 
anl hlack national ff 1 f devolved powers. The call centres | levels for the first time next year. berating Mr Kohl. The chancellor: ping off somewhere for a spot of ا‎ DRO RE Sethe, E e 
nauntes defiantly: “U tel Bel f A on winning control of the social se- “The transfers have not been able | conservative sujporters at he skiing, ur whatever faslionable pas- | “> is neta on the north bank ta the tive uf Crisis, sail: “Someone (lies. 
We Will Renal J: “Unite Belgians BEI aun + Brussels .” curity budget. to put tle east German econonıy on | influential Frankfurter Allgemeine time lıas Laken his fancy. Last year HE artis ا‎ aR EEE Bankside power station, the site | on tle sireels o London every five 
¢ Will Remain.” i E For the first 150 years of the Bel a selfsustaining growtlı path," says | Zeitung 1alked witheringly hil his salary more than doubled, from (above) shows ho f the new Tate Gallery of days. They (lie well before their 
e 1 ا‎ E ا ا‎ 9 gian state, the Walloons — with Thomas Mayer, chief economist at | montlı of Germany's economic Uni’ #209 000 1a £457,000. His company, | £10 million pedestrian bridge of he new Tate Gallery Of days. They die well before, tleir 
ا‎ sy and German 2 N heavy industry based on the mines Gollman Sachs in Frankfurl. fication being the "niosl expensive Î ا‎ : Fetér Holdings Ltd, in which he | across the Thames ا الاس‎ 1 a e e 
uk a barely 0 ETT a of ae, Namur ‘They've been used mainly to fund | disaster since the war". Foster : everyone's favourite has au 8O per cent stake, showed a |j when the project la comp 
و‎ i—economically support 


The government prograınme had 


than a century — will be finished 


writes Dan Glaister: 


21 per cênt jump İn profits lo £1.2 


Meanwhile west Germans i | 


consumption and to kickstart the 


the farmers of Flanders. In tlie last 


across and 1ö50km from top to bol- 


: 1 "lackled thuse who are relatively 
: : 1 ا‎ 1 ganiaers hope that the inı time for the opening of the عا‎ Cod. it has 
ا‎ 4 : construction sector, which is :reasingly resent paying a 75 Pe led and în nıi illion in the year ended April 1995. The organisers in 8 easy to help ancl, thank God, it has 
E at a a 20 years, hitech industries have ex- Î failing." ۰ ٠ e ae a the east. | e ا و‎ Threejuarters of tlıe company’s eae E 0 E been able to «lo so" but help coukl 
Para 1 1 "la ت . - . . و‎ - m 
as the Flemish north is concerned. r 0 Berlin itself is broke. Stripped of | and view easterners as whinge £350 million, 1,265-foot tower in | turnover in that period came from 
"Everything in Belgium has a Jin- 1 


not come quickly enough for others, 
on whoın painstakingly long-terın 
work is needed, he said, 

It was often very difficult to inte- 
grate someone back into the main- 
stream of society after only three 
weeks' homelessness hecause they 
had adapted Lo their simıafion. 

Simon Ramsden, a GP at Great 
Chapel Sireet practice, in Soho, cen- 
tral London. where one patient dies 
about every 10 days, said: "Being 
homeless is a violent, dodgy exis 
tence, Every couple of montlıs I 
would expect to see soıneone wlio 
has been severely injurecl by sonte- 


nernble, in a sleeping bag, when 
they can't just tun off.” 

A spokesman for’ the Depariment 
ùf the Environment sall; "Wè ues- 
tion the slatislics but one premature | 
death is one bu miuty." 


Stl Dying ter a Home; Cıisis, 
Challengêr House, 42 Adler Streél, 
1 Lindon 1E 1EE; CA ا‎ 


attention to detail, the aftersales 
service. Above all, they say, he satis- 
fies the client. 

And what do the clients think? 
Part of the answer is to be found by 
asking the people who live and work 
in his buildings. Reactions are 
mixed. He finishes on time and ori 
budget. But his recent design for 
the new law facully at Cambridge 
university, opened by the Queen, 
has come in for criticism from Stu- 
clents aml dons. Their complaint 


arguetl that sound Jevels were şuib- 
jective, A teanı of independent CO1- 
suiltanls was called in. 4 

Whatever {he merits of his cte- 
signs, we are sure to st mMOrt of 
him, Sir Nornıan, despite 1ord 
Rogers's wheel aul danit, is the 
mah bent on deaignirig the next mîl- 
lenıium for Britain, lt is a potent 
ambition. 


sexologist, and a respectable pre 
sent as a Camıbridge acadentic. 

It's not bad for a working-class 
boy of humble origins. Now 61, Sir 
Nornıan Was a council worker and 
national serviceman before leaving 
for ihe United States in 1962 to 
study under Sir James Stirling. 
There lie nıet Richard Rogers, re- 
turning to Britain to fornı Team 4, 
comprising the Iwo meu antl their 
wives. Tlie experiment qlicln'l last, 
ancl Fuster set up his own practice 


tharı 20 years later he receivecl his 


the properly boom nascdived. 

But are his builklings any gond? 
art of the answer is to be [ound by 
asking nlher architects. This is iu- 
structive, Sir Norman is consifdererl 
an arclıitect's architevt, even down 
to his renownerl abrasiveness, His 
fellow professionals praise his clean 
Jesigus, the quality of his drawing, 
the thoroughness uf his work, the 


أ 


the Far East and continental Eu 
rope. But with the help of the newly 
unleashed public enthusiasm for 
construction projects in this coun 
try, that js changing. Sir Norman's 
profile in Briuin is rising fast. 

With the turnuver comes the 
lifestyle. Sir Norman's first wife, the 
architect Wendy Cheesnıan — with 
wiom he hafl four sons = died of 
cancer in 1989. In 1990 he married 
Begum Sabiha Rumani Malik, who 
was to gain notoriety for suing UK 
customs for “slander by conduct 
after being searched with her 


tion of her as an “insufferable snob". 


', anl staff were given instruc- 
0 abaut fnrıns of addrêss for the 
-utıple. 
ıuarrlagte didn't last; ihe Cou- 
pie separaterl last yeir. Sir Nor 
ınan's new partner ,is more in 
keeping wilh his cultivated image: 
younger, Spanish ~~ Foster is 
lionised in Spain — with ã saucy, 
nudgenudge background as d T1 


the City of London, aka “Foster's 
phallus”, 

Plans, plans, plans, Casual ob- 
Servers of stories about buuildings 
could be forgiven for thinking that 
there is only one britisher architekt 
ûf any note, or at A push two, The 
great British architecture double act 
5 Richard Rogers and Sir Norman 
Foster. Can you tell them apart 
lasicle from one being grumpy and 
ihe uther charm personified)? 
Lnuld you identify one of their 
; buildings — exduding the unbullt 
` phallus — at 500 paces? Probably 


Now, witlı the latest string of vic- 


| Min ix pulling ahead. (Rogers, after 
| naling A march on his early fiend 
| will ihe Pompiduu Centre, now has 
! lw make (lo with Ihe comparative 
| uslen spoons of the Millennium 
Whee! and the Greenwich dome 
heusîg the Millenniunı exhibition, 
*uuld il go ahead.) 
! his, we are lold, is a golden age 
iir Rrilish architecture, The wonder 


and subsidy junkies. The lax 5 
callecl the “solidarity surcharge’. I 
creasingly, this is a misnonıer. 

For their part, east Germans hatê 
being patronised by the westerners, 
whom they view as interlopers A 
carpetbaggers who lıave hijack 
their country and culture. 

Politically and diplomatically. 
German unification was an und 
luted triumph for Mr Kohl. 

But however formidable his I 
ents as a politician, Mr Kollls 
strong suit is not economics. His 
one-to-one fusion of the two German 


economic liability. 


the world, lagging weli behind İS 
post-communist Polish and Cze 
neighbours in growth and optirmisnl 
. “West German unit labour cos 
already top the league table of indus’ 
countries and in the €4 
the unit labour costa are 30-50 polnls 
her because of the produc 
Mr Mayer. “That means 
nobody Invests in the east to n 
Profita, but to get subsidies.” 


trlalised 


gap,” Says 


the subsidies that kept it going as 
the showcase window on the West 
througlı the cold war, the city stag- 
gers from one budget crisis to the 
next, with alienation between its 
eastern and western sections all- 
pervasive. 

From the rusting shipyards of the 
Baltic coast to the industrial waste- 
lands of the southeast, the picture is 
grinı. And people are gloomy. 

Franz Schusler, economics minis- 
ler of the eastern state of Thuringia, 
verges on panic as he describes the 
crises and problems piling on his 


employment means that one in four 
east Gernıans will be out of work 
next year, according to a report in 
October by iı panel of economic:ad- ! 


visers (o the government. : . 


This is nol the way things we 


supposed to be. The . pan-german . 
script penned by Çhancellor. Kohl in 
1990 infamously looked e 
“flourishing landscapes’ i2 248 tinig 
many within five.yeare, ‘suggesting 


As welإ‎ as an unemployment 
problem, Wallonia has an ageing 
population and a more socialist, in 
terventionist tradition. The Flemish 
say they are paying too much to 
support the south — estimateg vary 
fronı $1.5 billion to $8 billion a year 
— but no one has done a definitive 
calculation. 

Pieter Vandermeersch, deputy ed- 
itor of De Standaard, the Flemish 
broadsheet, said: “Before 2000, Wal- 
lonia will have to accept a degree of 
separatism. İf nol, Belgium will ex- 
plocle, violently perhaps.” 


not identify much with either the 
Flemish or tlie Wallaons. But neither 
side could cede control of the capital. 

Mr Stengers believes an even 
greater force will keep Belgium to- 
gether: the huge national debt. “Our 
debt is ‘lhe greatest cement for na- 
tional unity. Trying to divide it would 
mean tfe collapse of Belgian eco- 


nomic credibility,” 


Flanders, said: "Mlany Fleımings feel 
that our contribution to Wallonia is 
too high. I anı a citizen of Belgium 
but my nationality is Flenıish." 
From lhe Francophone side, Jean 
Stengers, a former professor of his- 
tory at tht: Université Libre iıı Brus: 
sls, sail: "There is a deepening 
ditch between tle (wo communities, 


television channuls. We are con- 


acloptecdl in 1943, gives adminisira 
tive tutornomy to {hree regions: Flan- 


ders, Wallonin and Brussels, The 
arrangement is clue l0 be reviewed 
in 1999. Te national governmenl, 
lel by Jean-Luc Delıaene, a Flemislı 
Christan Democrat, has Flemish 
and Walloon minislers and French- 
sacialist backing. 


Only the rightwing nationalist 


guistic dimension,” a Flemish friend 
saicl. “And il there isn't one already, 
we'll find it," 

Even the paedophile scandal, 
which has (lone much to unite the 
country in horror ancl gricf, has 
regional subtext, All the avcused 
aul all the victims in the early 
stages were Walloons — French 
speakers from the south and east, 
Tlie tliscovery of the bodies of wo 
Flemish tcenagers buried under a 
warkshop in Charleroi owned by 
the cluief suspect, Marc Dultroux, 
allel a new dimerısion, 


: design cap- و‎ 1 
1967. He has an eye for dates, If | was that the open-plan king then J 
: ıı 1 desk. “The economic recovery has | currencies in 1990, over the h I not, but 1l a theless | «laughter at Heathrow. She lost the | in higlı point af | tures not only the liglit, but the | one iıttacking then. 8 
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و‎ : , Wî ussels, Jt is | means 25 per cent of our firms i ‘height of another, | selves and not for the people who | thuggery, 1 1 
hem priority over Mclissa anl 1 : . : : : : into ıe | knightıoorl at the height of another, a istic pleasure in Lorttring sinne 4 
Juli, ا‎ e RA whose ab- | rfemınve to five together but always و‎ 0y 1 و‎ e ened with closure Six years on, the result ۰ e , os, aml particularly in beating | The a e a | It was just in time. În 1990, the same | USE thei’ buildings, ays one 0 iain at their wul- !. 
tuction iransfixed tlıe Wallvon coun’ | to be in conflicl." tal. Butt 85 E u اا‎ e ا‎ e to official ای ا‎ 2 lw 3 ogers in the conıpetitlion to 0 re of the com- | year as he reccivecl his knighthood, İi Sir Norman's atfice apparent : 
i د‎ E 2 al, as Oppose official, un- Î expensive manufacturing Tvilalise central London, Sir Nur- | part in 
munily anl whose tliscovery, buried Belgium's federal structure speaks French. The Bruxelloi 
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in anuther of Mr Duiroux's back 
{irdens, Caused a national outpour- 
ing of emotion. 

The Flemish north — gcographi- 
cally smaller but now with a slightly 
larger population —— is exercising its 
new ccoıtomic sıtpertolity, after niany 
years of inferiority to the Wallcons. 

Hugo Schiltz, mayor of Antwerp, 
Belgium's second city, which is in 


Scandals 


dent Japan’s 
ambitions 


Phillippe Pons In Tokyo 


AN Japan haope to play a major 
warlkl role while il faces so 


uuch Lrouble ul home? Shinji Suto, 
lhe miuisler of internatiouil {racle 
antl industry (MH), was not present 
at the recenl ministerial conierente 
ol the Worll Trude Orgarisation iu 
Sigipre ın it was iı ihicalion 
of the inorlia Uhl Its overluku a 
HovTnmUnl belevilled by i series 
of corruption scancliuls. 


Jupuiî expect {o project ifs 


image is MM humus broker betwee 
the incluslGiuliscel weorll inl tlie rist 
of le Asir DPacific regi. Bul Sile 
ws delali in Tiokyo, where he 
had to appear bofare he Jijrinose 
peorliuncul ta diSwer tpuvstiors Col 
cerniug 1Me avtvilies if abuul IN) 
senior civil servants in his iuinintr' ¥ 
wlu were in Ih pay of a putruleur 
products ColPiny. 


ing bîbes is cudnt in Japan. Anil 
wadtlals are brvakind atl it study 
rile in spite of changes proiuisced lay 


uiniSler, RYU 
Hasliınulu. Relorm uf the adıninis 
ration is he goal he hits 41 for This, 
his secuntl, govEFILGIN. 

The UWecember df irre ul 
Nobuharu Okiuunisu, ulninistr ative: 
vice-uinisler of lcalh, shows how 
hiyh the corrutim reaches. An 
alministrative vice nuirisler is the 
Iighest-ranking civil servaut in u 
ıuinistry, nnd oflen performs lie 
work of tle nıinister, 

The sad irony is that Okanuitsu 
was appointecl 10 his post wilh a 
specific remit to uncover further 
corruption in the health miuislry 
relaling to a Hl[Vinlfected bluwil 
scandal. The charge against Oka- 
mitsu is that he collected 6O million 
yen {$600,000} in pay-offs in returı 
fur granuling state subsidies to 
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conpanies compelling to build 
homes for the elderly. 
The fiveyear infrastructure 


progranıune [or the elderly, which 
has a colossal butlget of more than 
ŞO) million, was, in part, draftecl 
urcler Okamitsu's guidance. 

For building enterprises, badly 
affected by the crisis in the public 
works sector, lhis was manna froin 
heaven. And they have rushed in, 
rewarding bureaucrats lavishly 
along tlıe way. 

A few days before Okamitsu was 
detained, Shigeru Chatani, another 
senior health nıinistry civil servant, 
was arrested. On secondment fron 
the central administration in the 
Saitama prefecture (outsidle Tokyo), 
between 1992 and 1995, Chitani 
hantlecl out subsidies and builcling 
peruıits in proportion to the ribe 
ruceived, wllle at the same {ime 
selling up a network of clients hat 
enabled. him to run for tlection 1o 
parliament on October 10. Howcver, 
even with the prime minister's 
blcssing, he fallcd to win a seat. 

„, Until now, Hashimoto bas .man- 
agecl to stay above the. fay, But for 
how long? He inherited from his 
father, a former health minisler, the 
lobby of busineesmen and bureau- 
crats who hang arouud Hıe ministry. 
‘This lobby, it is said, ‘has the “higlı- 
eat esteem" . for Okamitsu and 
approved his appoinimunt as vice 
minister of health. 

(December 10) 
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France stands alone in row with US 


between Clinton and Chirac does 
uot scenı to have helped tu bring 
the two parties any closer. 


Jf thîs quarrel is not settled, it 


could haye lasting and very nêéga- 
tive repercussions o1 an issue that 
is esseıtial Lo the future of tle EU 
—~ the conslitution of i Europea 
(lefence. 


France (nes not wan ihc 


ımaintenanct ol a slrong Irans- 
allanlie Hnk to provicle the impelus 
for a0 inerease in Amoriva's sphere 
uf influencu. 


tnlortunalvly, Paris Thuls HMself 


done on this puinl, ils vicw not 
lly sured by ils European 
yarurs, But (hr ruth is (hal thu 
Europeu positinus JAN [orwurel by 
France ate nul eve shared oulsigle’ 
Ulus Elysee Pile. 


France allributes tee its pituers il 


"Europeu tlesire" in Ibe diplontulic 
kl nillary druis, inl especiully tl 
"desire" 1u be free ul the US, wich 
they tn nul shure. And this virw is 
likely lu revive vva less chusi- 
as fom fhe ny menburs Gf 
Nm, lo be drawn frm raslern 


Furic. 

So Ihe current frictiin butweetn 
Faris aud Washinglot dilre relucls i 
prubluın in European relations; the 
gap belwevn whal Franc mud Ui 
her member Mes expert uf ic 
European Liniun, 

(December 10) 


French miinisterial circles — France 
was seen to be taking an honourable 
sland for the cause of the Thircl 
World, and particularly Africa, aııcl 
the French language. It was re- 
garded as a battle to be conducted 
will panache, as in tlle heyclay of 
Gaullist diplomacy. 

Unfortunalely, alter tıssailinğ 
Washington's clumsy anti-Boutros- 
Ghali demagogy ancl congrnlulating 
the French on their cliplomacy, the 
Africans realistically, if ungritefully, 
signallecl they hal tlecilel lu drop 
Donuros-Gludi und, by lhe sane 
ken, Paris, 

lm lhe Middle East, the US (lil 
nol npprecide (he wiy Fran 
bargud info Ihe Hiplomatic irvui 
curing the cunfreAulation in Laban 
belwecn brael and the Syrie 
backed Hizbullah militia, 

Far more seriuus, hiuwcver, is the 
clispule over Natu, President 
Jucques Chirac, aware (hat his part- 
ners in the Furupein Union would 
not lollow him in buikling 4 Euro- 
pean tlefence outsidle Nilo, tleviclerl 
1o take France back ini lhe organi- 
salion's mililary slruclurt (which it 
left in 196). 

Bul Chirac will not go any fur 
ther, except on ¢one condition: 
France wants a truly Eurupean prus- 
ence in lhe alliances cnmnuuncl 
slruchure. The US srûongly upjusPs 
he klen. An exelimue ol nules 


Uganda, and francophone countries 
such as Burundi and Rwanda. 

Each side suspects the other of 
having dark intentions. Paris 
believes that Washington is engag- 
ing in a “regional ploy" by support 
ing the “Tulsi connection" that 
holds power in Kaınpala, Kigali and 
Bujumbura in ortler to carve out a 
sphere of influence in the region — 
a policy that is apparently pursııel 
at lhe risk of tlestabilising Zaire, or 
even fiıvouring the break-up uf the 
country. Tu’ US State Department's 
denials uf this aceusalionn lave 
suunflecl rather limp. 

Parîs his crm’ close to iccusinf 
Washington of torpetloing a planneel 
iliktuy-bhummiluian operiuliun in 
thé regi În order not lo iınple 
the gains oul Zaire's rebel Tutsi 
#uerrillas, who art supprnted by 
KRwanrla. Washington, meanwhile, 
is iuclinerl {o suspect Paris of want- 
ing to mount the operatian in order 
to help Zaire's president, Mobutu 
Sest Seku, whose rexime is slowly 
collapsing. 

Boutros Boulros-Ghali's bil for a 
«»cecontl ierın as Unitel Nalions 
secretary-grPneral is anolher issue 
likely to leive scars aud to lıanıper 
cooperalion belween the two Coun 
lries' diplımats at the UN, 

By throwing its weight behind 
the Egyplian diplomat — a French- 
speaker aml a regular guesl in 


Alain Frachon 
FB RANCO-AMERICAN rela- 


tions are showing signs of 

wear ancl tear. This is nothing 
uew: relations between the two 
counties have always involvercl 
periacls of calm followed by phases 
of misunderstanding. Indeerl, the 
gulf between France and the United 
Slntes is a slanclard topic on the 
opinion pages of US newspapers, 

Recently, the iir of misunder- 
saniling has halted up, resulling in 
open confit. Both sides may point 
ıl thal Clinlon ul Chirac ire 
iting il off marvelously, ur swear’ 
ul lhe bilateral relationship ix 
Aron rnmıgh to illow differvutes 
of opinion, But the fart reınniıs Ihat 
the list of differences is growing 
dangurously longer’. 

Africa is the most recenl subjput 
af (dlispute. The row betwren 
Jacques Gorlefruin, Ihe French 
ıninister wil special responsibility 
for co-operalion, and the outgoing 
US seccrctary uf state, Warren 
Christopher, over Ihe legitimacy of 
tıcir respeclive countries’ interesls 
om the continent has been supter- 
seded by a clispute centring on the 
tireal Lakes region of Africa. 

‘The area, rich in ihe raw materi- 
nls for fuelling such (dirputes, 
inckıdes te vast expanse of Zaire, 
the English-speaking region of 


man rights 
PHOTO" IMOTHY ROSS 
with ensuring that basic rights ue 
complied with, President Ernesto 
Sanıper himself has spoken out on 
the subject. 

But in the view of Alirio Uribe, 
chairman of Ihe Lawyers’ Action 


Group, lis just “goes to show tat. 


the situation is extreınely worryinsr". 
The group — which has been 
campaigning in Culombia for the 
pasl 20 years — says [hat the 
"impunity ratio” for’ crinıes is parlic- 
ularly high: of 100 people murtlered 
in Colonıbin every day, 10 are killed 
for political reasons, Every’ ollıer 
day, ope person goes missing. To 
dale more than 750,000 people have 
jıad to leave thelr. homes as a result 
of political violence. 
(December 11) 
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absence of documented charges, 
however, the military's guilt has 
never heeıı proven. 

The Colombian anbassador in 
Brussels, who has since resigned, 
was clenounced by the European 
Parliament, which suspected lin of 
using arnıed groups lv clear 
peasants off his property. 


‘The activitles of {hese paraniili-- 


taries are delermined as muclı by 
gelf interest as by political objec- 
tives, Over tlıe past 10 years, land- 
holders and drug traffickers 1ıave 
been financing groups that they use 
to drive peasants off land, which 
they then acquire cheaply. 


. The Colombian governınent has. 


taken the unprecedented step of 
setting up official bodles entrusted 


Fear 18 the key EF policeman 
organisations accuse security forces of lnks with armed groups involved in abuses 
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“pressures fron human rights 
groups andl other instltutions”, 

On December 8, tlre Colonibian 
defence minister, Juan Carlos Es- 
querra, reacted sharply to another 
massacre of 11 peasants reportedly 
carried out by a paraınilitary group. 
He cleclared that he coukd not have 
peaple "taking the law into their 
own hancls”, However, according to 
Human Rights Watch, most of the 
parantilitary groups liave been set 
up with the approval of the military 
autivorities. 


` A report (irawn up in 1992 by, 


several human rights groups claims 


that many high-ranking ; officers, 


including generals, have been 
involved in operations later blamed 
on paramilitary groups. J the 


Colombian 
„army link to 
| death squads 


Anne Proenza in Bogot4 


UMAN rights violations in 

Colombia have taken a turt 
for the worse, and attention was 
drawn lo this on Decenıber 10 when 
France's Human Riglıts Prize was 
awarderl to the José Alvear Restrepo 
Lawyers" Action Group. 

Highly damaging accusations 
have been nıacle in recent AÃAmnealy 
Internalional and Human Rights 
Watch reports on Colombia, and 
both organisations are urging the 
United States to suspend military 
ail to Bogot4 immediately to curb 
the activities of paramilitary units 
involved İn serious rights violations. 

The European Parliament passed 
a similar resolution on October 24, 
while lhe United Nations decided — 
with the approval of the Colombian 
ROVernment — to ûapen an office of 
lhe Human Righis Authority in 
Bngnld. 

The Colombian daily El Tiempo 
Teporls hat in the past two weeks at 
least 13 people were killed by 
iramilitary groups in the north of 
lhe country. These groups, whose 
ıunbers are estinıated at about 
20U men, are increasing their 
Influence, especially in the Urabd, 
Cûrloba, Magdalena Medio, Llanos 
ancl César regions, 

„1 “serret" document widely 
Cir'culatel in the country reveals 
thal a “third Colombian national 
sel Mefence meeting" recently dle- 
cided to ınake the paramilitary 
groups „he “spearhead of the 
struggle” against the guerrilla 
movement because tlıe “Colombian 
armed forces are operationally 
Mcapacitated”, hamstrung by 
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now threatens public sector unions 
with even more legislation to curb 
their activities. They could be re 
quired to give longer notice of in. 
tended strike action, and customers 
may be eınpowered to sue them fir 
compensation if they suffer losses 
through strikes. This was another 
"tough" response to a few 24- and 
48-hour stoppages by postal work. 
ers and sporadic stoppages by dri 
vers on the London Underground, 
Meanwhile MPs voted them 
selves a pay rise of 26 per cent, 1Û 
times the rate of inflation, while urg: 
ing restraint on everyone else, 
According to the world's lifestyle 
pages, Lonclon became everyhody's 
favourite place: the hub of Lhe faslı 
ion world, wilh the trendiest bands, 
the best art scene and the hippesl 
atmosphere, Respondents to a sur 
vey of 500 world companies consid: 
ered it to be the best place lo do 
business. They reckoned it lıarl the 
best access to markets, besl avail. 
ability of office space, best teleconr 
munications, best transport links 
witlı other cities, and was easiesl lû 
travel around in. Their only big 
complaint was about pollution. 
The city itself was mare sceptical 
AÃ report on “A Capital Divider" 
pointed out that Lonuclon's living 
costs were the highest in the coun 
try, and that the capital had more 
low-income — as well as more high: 
income — families; that Inner Lor 
don, where poverty is concenlraled, 
had more people sleeping rough. 
more people with mental illnesk 
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Duchess of York: selling her 
atory to help pay her huge debts 


and a higher rate of infant mortality 
than anywlıere else. 

The royal family continued t0 
delight its detractors and add to the 
despair of those who bemoan the 
lowering ofl moral standards. The 
marriages of the Prince of Wales 
and his brother, the Duke of York. 
were both dissolved, As the mother 
of the second in line to the throne. 
Princess Diana — now Diana. 
Princess of Wales — received 4 
comfortable settlement of £20 mi 
lion but is no longer Her Roy 
Highness. 

Fergie, the Duchess of Yok: 
fared rather less well and iş report 
edly in debt to the tune of more 
£3 million. But sales of her aul 
biography, trailed in Hello! magê’ 
zine, suffered from the اتاد‎ 
publication of a more lurjd accoun 
of her sexual exploits. di 

The entire royal family met to ا‎ 
cuss ways of “modernising? 2 
selves, possibly by slimming م‎ َ 
what they describe as the Firn 
nothing emerged. There were 0 
gestions that the Prince of Wi 
might make more public app 
ances in the company of Cant 4 
Parker Bowles, with whom he ٣ 
mits having an affair when he wa 
still married. Public opinions, 
ever, shows no sig of warning 
the idea of a Queen Camilla. 
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evidence, is unjustified and unnec- 
essary — but over what they con- 
sider to be niggardly compensation 
payments and the slowness in 
carrying out the cull because of 
insufficient incinerators, 

Two children were found, in 
March, lo have the form of 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob (lisease which has 
been linked to BSE, but {lere las 
been no further evidence to siggesl 
that beef js any longer unsafe. Al- 
though Brilish beef consumption 
slumped by nearly 30 per cent early 
in the year, it was, by December, 
only 3 per cent below pre-scare 
levels, But the export ban will re- 
main in Mace until EU ministers are 
satisfied that the cull has been co1i- 
pletëd. 

Ã year ago, Mir Major looked with 
hope to a peace settlement in Irt- 
land — an aclıievement that would 
revive his parly's flagging fortunes 
ancl win him an honoured place in 
the history books. But it was not to 
be. The IRA “ceasefire” came to an 
end in February with a huge bomb 
blast in London's Canary Wharf, 
followed in June by a bomb which 
made Manchester's centre look like 
Beirut, blitzed 670 businesses and 
caused daınage put at £500 million. 

After much procrastination, Ul- 
ster Unionists agreed to accept an 
American, George Mitchell, as 
chairman of the peace talks in 
Belfast, which took months even to 
arrive at an agenda. In the absence 
of a new ceasefire, the IRA's political 
wing, Sinn Fein, remains excludecl 
from the talks, Britain now demancls 
a “definite and lasting ceasefire", 
and proof that terrorists have halted 
all violent activities, such as “pun- 
ishment beatings”, and stopped 
bullding up weapon supplies, before 
Sinn Fein can be allowed in. 

"Socialist" may be a banned word 
in Mr Blair's new Labour party, but 
in some constituencies its banner 
will be flown by the Socialist Labour 
party formed by Artlıur Scargill, 
leader of the fastdwindling National 
Union of Mineworkers. It won few 
defections from the Labour party or 
the trade unions, 

Mîr Blair has told the unions they 
can expect n0 special favours if 
Labour wins the election, They nıay 
gel a national minimum wage, 
though not necessary the hourly 
rate of £4.26 which they clemand. 
Nor will new Labour rescind the 
anti-union legislalion of the 
Thatcher years. The Government 


responsible. By promoting Citizens’ 
Charters, and pushing public ser- 
vices to publish performance 
records, it has encouraged the idea 
(hat those which do not meet mea 
surable standards, such as school 
league tables, should pay compen- 
sation. Soonn, it was suggested, clıil- 
dren might be suing their parents 
for bringing them mto such an un- 
certain world in tle first place. 

The threat of litigation ınay be 
raising the social costs of bad deci- 
sion-making. Environmental health 
officials, for exanıple, delayed pul- 
Tisling lists of shops selling meat 
that was suspected of causing tlie 
latest outbreak of fool poisoning inn 
Lanarkshire for [ear of action by a 
wrongly-identified shop. 

Education, clearly marked as an 
election issue, was seldom out of 
ıhe news. When the number of 
passes İn A level exams continued 
to rise, there were cries of “falling 
standards”. Teachers rebutted the 
claim, but the Education Secretary, 
Gillian Shephard, is to make the 
exams harder — a ploy whiclı may 
at least reduce the demand for uni- 
versity places, Meanwhile, the uni- 
versities, hard-pressed for funds, 
threatened to impose education fees 
of around £1,000 a year on students, 
on top of the money most of tlıem 
now have to borrow to maintain 
themselves. 

The Prime Minister spoke of his 
vision of “a grammar school for 
every town”, thouglı Labour retains 
its faith in a non-selective, compre- 
hensive system of schools. But 
Labour's leader, Tony Blair, and a 
leading front-bencher, Harriet 
Harman, chose to send their own 
children to grant-malntained or se- 
lective schools. Leftwingers mut- 
tered their displeasure, but few dlare 
ruck the Laboıır boat with an elec- 
tion În sight. 

Although {he Government could 
hardly be blamed for “mad cow 
disense" — bovine spongiform en- 
cephalopathy, or BSE — it was 
blamed for the way it handled the 
consequences of the disease and for 
its failure to persuade the European 
Union to lifl (he ban on the export of 
Brilish beef world-wide, Because of 
lhe link between BSE and scrapie in 
sheep, the Germans banned tle 
import of British lanıb as well, 

Liveslack farmers were furious, 
nol only over the order to cull all 
dairy caile more than 30 ınontlıs 
old — which, on some veterinary 
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Tories totter on the brink of defeat 
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either illegal or an abuse of his 
power, And lıis harsh proposals for 
Aınerican-style minimum sentenc- 
ing algo put him al odds with the ju- 
diciary, which complained that the 
Home Secretary was high-handerlly 
usurping its powcrs. 

The nulgoing Lord Chief Justice, 
Lord Taylor, pointed out that Britain 
has had more Crinıinal Justice Acts 
in the past six years than in the pre- 
vious 60, antl conıplained about Ihe 
damaging effect of wild swings in 
penal policy. Although the 1991 
Crinıiral Justice Act ainıed (r re 
duce the numbers of tose given 
custodial senlences on the grounds 
thal prison simply did not work, Mr 
Howard hared off on an opposite 
course that will increase tle prison 


populalion — already a record 
52,000 — by more than a quarter in 
the next decade. 


Lawyers sland to profit hand- 
somely from the sudden British 
appetite for American-style coımpen- 
sation demands. Policemen were 
awarded Ê1 million for the “trauma” 
they sufferecl in helping victims of 
the Hillsborough football disaster in 
Sheffield, when fans were crushed 
ta death in an overcrowded enclo- 


Grieving widow Frances Lawrence 
lecdl calla for a moral crusade 


strc; “siresscil" pares of children 
kile by a lıospilal nurse goat 
£H00KN, Huge sums continued ls 
be paid utıt fo Service women and 
homosexuals claiming Wrongful di 
rmmissal front (he armel forces, 

The lalest (lemiınd is by twn 17- 
yenrolds wlın, because they got 
poor exanı resulls, have atar'tel pro- 
ceetlings againsi their school, Per- 
haps the Goverrtmtent is partly 


James Lewis 


F 1936 lid nothing else, it 
strengthened tfıc case for fixed- 
term parliaments, But, because 
the prîmc uılnîsler of lhe day re- 
mains free to gn to the polls at a 
time of his own choosing, the nation 
was forced lo entlurc a year of non- 
stup eleclioncering. 

John Majors parliamentary ma- 
jorily was steadily whittled down by 
clefections, denihs and byeleclions, 
and the Cunservalives enter the 
qew year as a minorlly government 
— thc frsl iı Britain for 17 ycars. 
The nıinarity Callaghan govern: 
nu of the late sevenlics nnxlulled 
along reassnably well witlı Liberal 
nıpport, bul Mîr biajur will find it 
muclı harder guing. 

leacling at pitrty (hal is almost sui 
cilally riven ovr Eurupe antl none- 
tary union, Mr Majer coulil ciısily 
be bruuyglıt down by a ınalionı of no 
cunfdence between now antl May, 
when a genel election musl be 
lıell. Pundits are already speculat- 
ing that he nay be forced to go to 
the country in February or early 
March. 

"Thr Home Secretary, Michael 
Howarıl, spent ınost of {he year as- 
surling tlıe Conservatives’ crecleri- 
tinls us the parly uf law and ortler — 
ıu sure-firv vole-winner in lhe pasl. 
Su {he police got CS gas sprays, 
lung-handled batons, ancl strength- 

ruetl powers lo slop iind search. 
‘There is to be A national police 
squad to tackle frautdl, crug-dealing 
anl money lauudering, and there 
were new laws to prosecuir stalkers 
and to ban lhe swnerslıip ar sale of 
handguns over .232 calibre. And 
there may ycl be a lnw to outlaw 
"Rambo" knives. 

Arouncl XO per cent ol the 250,000 
handguns once held legally will naw 
be ouilawcd. Bil shotguns, whiiclı 
val also kill peuple. cscape the ban. 
ln Britain, shooting 1s associated 
with fandowning; joining a guod 
slıaot is a big step up the social lad- 
der în the shires. 

The handgun ban — strongly op- 
posed by shooting clubs — was in 
response t0 the killings of 16 chil- 
dren and a teacher aft Dunblane in 
Nfarch. Lord Cullen, who chaired an 
inquiry into the massacre, consid- 
ered that fighter control over the 
issue of gun licences could have 
prevented it. But Nir Howard in 
sisted on being tougher, hough not 
so tough as many dpposition APs 
who femandled the banning of hand 
guns altogether. 

Alhough il was an isolated inci- 
dent, the Dunblane slıooting, to- 
gether with a machete attack on 
Hirıningham schnolchildren by i 
paranoid schizophrenic, andl the 
murder of a heiulmaster by n knife- 
wielding lecuager, greally height- 
ened the public per'cejion of crime 
and enemuragetl fevcrtd calls for a 
resloralion of "mrril viluecs", 

Frances, Ihe eluqueul wife of the 

murtleredl  hendmaster, Philip 
Lawrence, caught the jnublic imagti- 
natin wiih her campruign for “inoral 
reueneruMion", though no come 
senc lo Know quite how Lo set 
bout İl. Broatlcnslers were urgecl 
lo curh the portrayal of violence on 
TV, and {he Grovernnwnt premise 
I reslore religion lo tle hanls" 
curriculum The Labour party ¥en 
loyal with the idea of 4 “national 
bedtime" for children. 

Mir Howartl's zeal broughi fin 
into conflicl with {he British ancl 
Eun'apean cotrts, wlticlı repenteclly 
cverturnel his tlecisions «Ss being 
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Keeping wildlife in 
Paris under wraps 


tificate and did not keep a record of 
what she bought and sold, Pierre 
gave ler tle benefit ofthe doubt, 
Paris and its suburbs also have 
their own population of wild aninıals 


could lead to retaliation against 
American canmpanies doing busi 
ness in Nigeria. Before his trip to 


| Nigeria’ Rulers Mix Oil and Money 
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Nineteen more of Saro-Wiwa's | 


African in October, then Secretary uf 


The military leaders are 


— rabbits, foxes, weasels, starlings, 
Magpies, crows, kestrels, wood 


equipped, anl kill as many deer and 


Véronique NMiaurus 


1 manded US sanctions against white- | State Warren Christopher told a 

hoar as they can before making off pigeons, mallard — which il ; : ruled South Africa in the 198Ûs | breakfast meeting of representa- 

looks at the work of the in their four-wheel drives. Tlıcy sell Pierre's job to protect and, o using ã potent formula could not ignore repression when | tives ùf non-governmental orgariza- 

capital's gamekeeper to butchers, restaurants and taxider- prevent from caulsing claınage, Most to keep sanctions at bay, practiced by black rulers in Africa. | {ions thal le was "very 
ınisls. Jt j5 a lucrative irade: a red 


uncomfortable” with the aelnuinistra- 
tion's Nigeria policy, according to 
two parlicipants. But Robinson and 
ather critics sail Christopher hint- 
self had appeared (lisengagtecl fronı 


the iSSuE. 
The administralion optetl inslearl 
for nmiore consulauions wilh iis 


alies, Presilent Clinlon wrote 10 


European leaclers lust Marcly, 
propasing a series of sleps — such 
as freezing Nigerian assets in their 
countries — designcel l0 pinch {le 
country's rulers withuoudl damaging 
ils economy. Bud US ifficiuls say 
the leaders uf Briain, Germany im 
Prince — hune (o several large oil 
companies with major stakes in 
Nigeril — were lukewarm at best. 
Mnucleli, tbe South Aficiuı presi 
dent who hal helped engiueur 
Nigeria's suspension [rom the Can- 
ınunweallly of Nalions wilhin cliay™s ol 
Ihe hangings, backed off aflur Ih 
niles States failed lu rsp 
lis poli call for more severe sn" 
ons, "The US want Covey fron 
Mandela mû he wantetl cover Irunt 
us," sl ome US clip. “U jul 
dilo" work bul.” 


ECAUSE ol MS site nand 
wealllı. Niguria dutninales 
the Oryanizalian uf African 


Unity and contribules a major un“ 
tien of the peace-keeping forcv in 
warlorn Liberia, and uther Af'itiın 
states are reluctant to challenge Lhe 
regime. When Christopher raised 
the subject of sapcfions wit] MInn- 
dela and stlıer African leaders dul 
ing his Africa trip, he gol a cold 
resOIISe. 

With the first inniversary of the 
hangings, human riglls uctivisls 
relnunched Lheir campagn will 
demonuMrations and renewed call 
far an cil embarga against Nigerii 
andl a boycott of Shell, wiich is iu 


“Oil money makes a huge (lifler- 


Mubil Uil, Ann andl Chevron, is 
well as several nou-uil firtns with În- 
volermenl in û S.M billion Hiqueficel 
naturnl gas project in snlllviasl 
Nigeria. 

One ol ue koy lobbying girt1] 
wo Ihe 1Ur-member Corporate 
Cuuncil un Africa, A pOivale, nemr 
prull orgiûunizalion (cledicattcl to 
promoting Africa's étconarmid devel- 
upment and business rlalionships 
belween African ceuıntiies ancl US 
corporations. The council, which re- 
ported receiving $10,000 each from 
Conoco and Clıeyron 1o Jpbby on 
the issue, arguetl to lawmakers and 
administration officials that clia- 
logue rather than confrontation was 
ınore likely l0 produce political 
refarms in Nigeria. “We honestly 
«lon't believe a unilateral oil eın- 
bargo against Nigeria would accun!- 
much except to further 


concentrate power ancl wealth in {he 


But he says he kuew from the be- 
ginning that sanctions against Nige- 
ria woukl be a lıarcl sell because the 
regime had lots of oîl money. Even 
before the lıangings, he says, he 
was approached by a Nigerian busi- 
ncssman with close ties to the gnv- 
ernment who offered hin up fo 
$1 million to drap his criticism of be 
regime. Robinson rejectecl the offer. 


ence because il puts spunk in the 
spine of your enemy," he said, Testi 
mony against he sanctiuns bill bu 
fore 4 Sene subcommidlrt by 
Moascley-Braun antl Rep, Willian J. 
Jefferson (DP-Louisianal helpid ow 
ate {lıe impression thal {he Congress 
sioual Black Caucus was cliviled o11 
the issue, acvording to û Senale 
staff member who worked on thu 
bill. This nıacle it easy Tor other law- 
makers lo beg off. Bul he said a big- 
ger [actor wns lhe: lobbying eflurl 
by major ul commutes such ils 


plight 


PHCITCARAPH GAAHAM TIRFIER 


Christian, run by liberal black De- 
mocrals, whicl reporlecl receiving 
$600,000 trom Nigeria tor the first 
six months of the year, and Synims, 


A Seinen in auıpport of Ken Saro-Wiwa outside the Nigerian 


writes Glenn Frankel 


HEN NIGERIA'S military 
W government hanged the 
writer Ken Saro-Wiwa 
and eight other’ political activists il 
November 1995, world leaclers suclı 
as Bill Cliuton and Nelsan Mandela 
rcactecl with shock, anger ancl the 
promise of puuilive measures. But 
the campaign for severe sanctions 
never got olf the ground — thanlcs 
in large pari to an aggressive loblyy- 
ing efforl spearleacled by the 
Nigerian government and the oil 
companies thal have a major final- 
cial stake in the African country. 
Nigeria's lobbyiıg success is a 
textbook example ûf how even the 
mosl unpopular of foreign regimes 
can neutralize their opposition in 
Washington with nioney and influ- 
uutial friends, It also illustrites the 
Clinton administralion's lack ùf 
resolve when i cones to Africit. 
Rather than take the leacl, tle acl- 
nıinistraion sougll a tûanSensııs 
with countries in Hurupe andl Alrica 
fur harsh measurvs ugainst Nigeria. 
When thal effurt failed, il allowecl 
tbe Jate of Ihe world's Jaruest black- 
ruled nation to slip silently from its 
agenda. "The very aggressive 
rhetoric of a year igo ended up basi- 
cally as jusl lıot air,” sald Janet Fleis- 
clnıan, Washington director ùf 
Human Rights Walch/ Africa. 
Nigeria is al once both Africa's 
inost promising country aiid ome of 
ils most troublecl. The world's ninth 
largest oil producer — it supplies 
bout 600,000 barrels a day to the 
United States, š percent of total US 
oil imports — Nigeria remains bur- 
denecl by ethnic, geographic and re- 
ligious conflicts and has spent most 
of it$ 35 years of independence 
under military rule. 


embassy in London 


bying group TransAlrica, Drganizecl 
a letter to President Clinton sigued 
by 54 prominent American blacks 
— including Bill Cosby, Jesse Jack- 


urbanised speries are pests, 

Rabbits, which tend to proliferate 
arouncl airports, dig holes in lawns, 
destroy fowerbecls and ruin football 
pitches. Foxes can pass on rabies. 
Stone martens hide in lofls, where 
they destroy insulation, electrical 
wiring and alarım devices. "Stone 
marteris are playful animals, anıl 
they love (ligging up flowers in 
cemeteries,” le says. 


IEKRRE advises local councils 
on how to cope witlı {le ani 

ına! population, Sometimes 
he urges lherm to inslall wire netting, 
sometimes 1û call in one of Paris's 50 
or sû regislered lrappeı's, But he has 
no illusions, Overzealus imimal 
lovers destroy lrups thin hive been 
set to prlect nestlings frum pred 
tors. Councils He reluctinl lo be 


sêéen (lestroying pests becausv INE | 


fear an environmenlalis! backlash. 

Recenly, lhe St Denis cuunil 
called Pierre in. A sick fix birl been 
found hiding in û staircase. Tl 
counçil has no anil pul, anl ıê 
une wauled to Kil Ilr aniniil, even 
thouglı il was pofentially tliugerouls. 
They lefl Pierre lu deal will il. 

Paul's problenı is the giilut catfilt 
that fishermen lave inlrurlucerl inlé 
Lake Vincennes. Alihough Yery 
good to eal, such fislı can grow lo 
up to tyo metres in length and arê 
carnivorous. 

Was it true, as environınenalisls 
have claimed, that gjant catfish art 
not averse to the occasional duck or 
lap dog? “That's rubbislı!" Paul said. 
“The ducks are dying froın disease. 
It's not the catfish, but pollution. 
The local council recently released 
43 ducks on to the lake to replce 
the ailing population. “Not mallard, 
surely?” asked Plerre. “J'm afraid 
so," Paul replied, “They're not 


tlrugs," Pierre says, “Ã boa takes a 
week to digest a rabbit, The goods 
come out intact. We keep a very 
close eye on such animals. People 
are getting more and more cunning.” 

With the help of customs and the 
police, Pierre makes spot checks on 
all the middlemen suspected of sup- 
plying customers with such animals 
— pet shops, z00s, circuses, tamers, 
bogus breeders and so on. 

It is a painstaking job. All owners 
of protected animals are requlred by 
law to have an entitlement certifi- 
cate and to keep a record of 
purchases and sales, But even well- 


tively, in aıt alteupt to flush out 
organised smugglers. Tle lıiule in 
rare animals is extremely lucrative. 
Certain brightly coloured macaws 
under threat of extinction can fetch 
up to 300,000 francs. 

Smalitime smugglers flying in 
from South America regularly bring 
in parrots squeezed into cardboard 
canisters. Bigger fry transport ani- 
malş through three or four coun- 
tries so as to cover their tracks. 
According to international organisa- 
tions, the smuggling of protected 
species İs the third-largest illegal 
trade in the world after drugs and 


deer feiches anylbing up ta 15,000 
francs ($2,800). 

Keeping tahs on taxidermists is 
difficult. The law is so strict — they 
are not nllowed to handle any pro- 
tected or pomwhed animal — that 
frarı(l is wilespread. “There are 400 
afficially regtsterecl taxitlertnists in 
France," says one of them, Miche! 
Vaillier. "Bu lhe illegal {rale is 
lone only in undorgrourel work- 
shoupss, of which there ine believed 
to be 2,00043,080." 

With numbers lice that, routine 
inspectiuns ae ineffective, But 
sometincs Pierre has a stroke of 
luck. Last ycar, his jaw clropped as 
lı looked into the wirlow of a spe 
cialised caterer; ît wis chock-0- 
hlock with sluffed animals — stoats, 
nwls aıkl othıeı” birds of prey — all uf 
ihcm prntected species. 

Somclines he gels (lupresserl 
binit the public's igmeorince of the 
luy, For mı lop uf lhe Iraudalers, 
hers’ are a4 lot of Lhoıghiless people 
wlo satisfy {heir collerting urge by 
buying monkeys, parrots, mygalés, 
and even panthers aml inacondas, 
ilus encouraging the international 
trl in such animals and some 

times cenclangeiing their own lives, 

He and some veterinary oificers 
recenily swaoopecl on a bisiro wlıere 

a bad-leımnpered clıimpanzeê was 
threatening customers. “Thal's 
when you see how stupid people 
can be,” he says. "When you look at 
a chimp's (eet, you say to yourself 
that its owners must be mad: it 
could easily bite your head off.” 

There are thought to be 30,000 pet 
monkeys in Paris. The [ire service 
has even set up a special “monkey 
unit". Someone recently spotted a 
crocodile having a swim in the 
Marne river. It is not known whether 
it survîved the onset of winter, 


Greater Paris area has its own 
ganıckcecper — or, to be more 
aceurale, ils “national hunting ancl 
willliic wurden”, Pierre, like ls 
waren collengucs elsewhere in 
Frante, wears 1 green and suncdl- 
calnırerl uriforit and ã kcpi, and 
the revolver in lus lıolsler is loaded. 
Hr pıerfnrns n wide range of 
usks, lle does Jiis best lo al 
piw'hers wir nperMe in the few 
pockets uf woutlland still left wı lhe 
ınfskirls of he capital. Ic mals 
sure people flo uot tke pot slinls al 
piuleclurl species. Hr combats Lue 
egal lrtdle in arimuls on Ihe en- 
dangered species list. Ho even in- 
speels gone sell ly butcher's. 
National wardens usotl lo be litle 
more than an adtli-phing briggacle 
ronfrnllodl by Ue powerful hunters” 
florals. They have now become 
xuiutlians uf wildlife who work Ku’ 
Ihe govern anl cırnpvrate wit 
pulice, customs und the veteriniıry 
ard fire serves, "hoy nre 1v {rl 
police farce of wır nitioual her- 
HARE, says Jem-Marie Balhı, head 
of Ihe Nalimnl Hunling Bureau 
(ONO, which employs the wardens, 
aul. who is Paris's fislı wartle1. 
wurks haul in hanrl wit: Pierre, He 
wears fhe sane uniform as Pierre, 
but (loes nat carry a gun: anglers — 
even İn Paris — are peaceful folk. 

It is not Pierre's or Paul's job to 
play at being Rambo. The ONC has 
special units for that kind of thing, 
In the course of an incident involy- 
ing helicopters and heavy ex- 
changes of fire in October, they 
arrested a gang of poachers in the 
Pyrences who had beea shooting 
mountain goats with machine-guns. 

Gane are the days when the 
pnacher, immortalised by Maurice 
Genevoix's best-selling novel Rabo- 


I T 1S a lite-known fact (hat tlhe 


: ا : wild‏ 1 َد : 

lioı (1925), would count his car Tracking down monkeys and Î arms trafficking iia H SH hik te hes allowed (o mallard is ã 2 Gen. Sani Abacha became the | son, Corella Scott King and 28 | Lehn & Assaciates, an Alexandria | hands ûf a [ew,” said David H. | biggest and most influential of the 
Iridges and kill only what he needed Î crocodiles is not really part of | The mixing of is becomi : pet shops often break | species. But what can you do wé latest of a long line of Nigerian mili- | members of Congress — calling for | firnı headed by former Idaho sena- Û Miller, tle council's executive clirec- | foreign companies operating there. 
lo eat. Today's poachers work in | Pierre's job. He intervenes in an ad < ing of genres is becoming | the rules. Pierre recently checked | the authorilies themselves breok E e 0 


Relatives of Saro-Wiwa and anailhier 
ol the victinıs have filed suit against 
Shell in federal court in New York 
alleging the conıpany collaboratecl 
witlı the regime in human righıts 
andl environmental abuses, allega- 
tions the conıpany has denied. 

The Nigerian government has re- 
leased some political prisoners and 
held local elections in an attempt to 


tor, “It's a great press release but it 
wauld be counterproductive.” 

The lobbying effort effectively 
killed the Kassebaum-Payne bills, 
which were never even voted oni irt 
their respective legislative conimit- 
tees. Meanwhile, the Clinton adlmin« 
istration was also spinning its 
wheels. Aivocates for further sanc- 
tions — including then National Se- 


tor Steve Symnıms (R} and Alfred 
Lehn, former aide to Bob Dole, 
which reported receiving about 
$300,000, Based on disclosure re- 
ports and other information, Nige- 
ria's critics have estimated that the 
regime has spent more than $10 
millon in the United States on 
lobbying and public relations efforts 
since the hanging. 


lary ınasters in 1993 when he 
annulled the presidential election 
that was supposed to restore civilian 
rule and imprisoned the apparent 
winner, Moshoodl Abiola, along with 
hundreds of supporters. 

Abaclıa's regime has staged its 
harshest crackdown in Ogoniland in 
southeastern Nigeria, hoıne of 
Same of the country’s richest oil- 


touglı measures against the Abacha 
reginıe. 

Sen. Nancy Kassebaum (R- 
Kansas) and Rep. Donald M. Payne 
(D-New Jersey) introduced compan- 
ion bills in the Senate and House 
that would have cut off most new 
US investment in Nigeria and laid 
the groundwork for an international 
oil embargo. 


the law?" 
(December 5) 


oul a supermarket specialising in 
pets and found some rare parrots 


increasingly common: “Reptiles are 
often used to transport diamonds or 


visory capacity, as well as preventi- 


gangs, are highly trained and over- 


E 
French regions at odds over the bear facts 


sands of visitors to look at bears IF 
situ, has been resuscitated. 
“It's a major project,” says Rigo 
enthusiastically, "It will enable Pe 
ple to see every species of bear U 
the world except for the polar bea" 


eral councillor is outraged. “Melba 
is just a wretched illegal immigrant 
who has been abandoned by her 
‘family’, lıe says 

André Rigoni, a biologist who 
heads Adet, points out that stray 


Assovialion for Economic and 
Tourist Development (Adet). 
But Slovenian bears do not read 


witht aid for the economic develop- 
ment of {he area, and that it would 
provicle assurances that the bolster- 
ing of the bear populaüon would im- 


Stéphane Thépot 


HE Portet d'Aspelt pass, situ. 
altel in superb Pyrenean 


e ا‎ : : ity Adviser Anthony Lake, John | show it is noving toward a return lo 

charters or recognise borders. After | dogs and lightning cause much | and the panda” fielcls. Saru-Wiwa’'s dissident move- At the same time, the Clinton curity 1 e e {O08 B 
scenery al an altitude of 1,069m, | pose no particular constraints on | their release one of them, called HE Pana. ımenl began as a protest against the | administration announced a set of Shattuck, the assistant secretary of | civilian democracy in . Bul 
marks Ihe geographical (livîdiıg local inhabitants. Ziva, made a beeline for the Aran ا ا ا‎ Forty hectares have already 1 


Abiola and many of his supporters 
remain in (ietention and Kudirat 
Abiola, who had pressed publicly for 
her husbancl’s release, was killed in 
June on Ihe streels of Lagos by 
unknown gunmen. The government 
used the killing as justification for 
the arrest of two dozen fanıily mem- 
bers and supporters. 

Adıninisiralion officials say {hey 
have not rulecl'out further sanctions 
against Nigeria, and they believe 
the Lagos regime is acling cau- 
tiously because it knows ils beha- 
vlior is under scrutiny. But a new 
teaf looms. 


followers sttll face tıial for the same 
charges that led to his execution, 
Will lhe threat of sanctions slay the 
hangman? Or will the regime calcu- 


state for human rights, and Timothy 
Wirth, undersecretary of state for 
global affairs — pressed for tougher 
measures, They were opposed by 
representatives from the Depart: 
ment of Commerce and other 
economics-oritentedl Cabinet agen- 
cies, who argued that unilateral 
sanclions would unly succeed in 
pushing up lhe price of heating oil 
for Anıtericans, 

Among the docuınents they cilerl 
was a report fronı the Petroleum 
Industry Research Foundation in 
New York that an oil embargo 
world {tlispropertionately affec! 
New England, a region that iS a 
major customer for clean-burniny 
Nigerian "sweet" crude used in 
heating oil. 

Pointing to the example of Ira, 


0 NE of Nigeria's most effec- 
tive representatives was 
Maurice Dawkins, a former 
Republican senatorial candidate in 
Virginia and an associate of Symns, 
Lelın, He recrulted prominent 
American blacks, such as newspa- 
per publishers and clergymen, for 
fact-finding irips to Nigeria paid for 
by the military government, which 
also ran eight-page, fullculor adver- 
tising supplements in a dozen or 
more black-owned newspapers İn 
the United States. 

Carol Moseley-Braun (D-Ilinois), 
the Senate's lone black member, 
and Natlon of Islam leader Louis 
Farrakhan returnetl from their own 
trips to Nigeria urging American 
blacks and the Clinton administra- 
tion to give the Nigerian govern” 
ment a chance to enact democratic 


mild sanctions, including a bah on 
sales of military equipment, a reduc- 
tion in humanitarian aid, a recall of 
the US anıbassador and a broaden- 
ing of an existing ban on visas for 
Nigerian officials and their families. 
Then, after an initial high-level 
review, State Department officials 
said they would take further steps 
in collaboration with European and 
African states, and dil not exclude 
anı eınbargo on Nigerian oil sales. 
Nigeria receives more than $10 
billion a year from oil, accounting 
for 90 percent of its foreign export 
earnings and 80 percent of gOvern- 
ment revenues, and an international 
embargo would have caused imme- 
diate economic pain. 

Nigeria fought back. The Lagos 
government employed the services 


overtly of Ogoniland and environ- 
mental degradation there, and de- 
nanded ã share of oil revenues for 
lhe region. The government saw 

€ movement as a secessionist 
threat, A military tribunal convicted 
Saro-Wiwa and his backers of incit- 
ing the murder of four pro-govern- 
ment lribal leaders, and sentenced 
then to death without appeal to 
civilian courts. Royal Dutch Shell, 
wlıich has been criticized by human 
righis advocates and environmental- 
Isls lor allegedly colluding with the 
regime in repressing local protests 
‘ind despoiling the region, declined 
to intercede on Saro-Wiwa's behalf, 
and then made a plea at the last 
possible nıinute. 

After the hangings, a coalition of 
American human rights, environ- 
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earmarked for the project near (hé 
small winter sports resort 
Mourtis, 

ls an economic miracle on € 
cards? “Lourdes took off because 
the Virgin Mary; we've got OW 
bears,” says Rigonj, He has ® 
admit, though, that tourists have n 
exactly taken his village by stor 
The local sheepfarmer, who sells 
ewe's-milk cheeses called “Pays df 
"Ours" (Bear Country), grumbles 
that there was not even the tiniest 
upturn in his cheese sales last 
summer. 

(December 3) 


Se ionde 


than the ııewly arrived she-bear. 

Rigoni, who was hired to monitor 

the bears, admits he now spends 
more time working on the problem 
of their "social acceptability" than 
on his scientific reports. But there 
are a number of farmers and coun- 
cillors, particularly in the Haute- 
Garonne, who say they are prepared 
to support and lake part in the 
experiment now under way. 
1 There are advantages for farmers 
in the quite generous scheme to 
compensate for loss of livestock 
(about $250 per sheep killed) and in 
the various mountair-grazing subst 
dies available on Adet territory. 

And councillors want to make 
sure their communes do not miss 
the boat if the "bear country” slogan 
turns out to have the effect of boost 


Valley in Spain, while the other, 
Melba, set up her main territory in 
ile Ariège. Bath animals turned 
their noses up at the feeding sites 
set up on Adet territory in the hope 
of encourayting them to settle there. 
The bears were nıore interested in 
the flocks of sheep lhat spend the 
sunnier grazing in the neighbour- 
ing ınountains. 

So far, lhe monitoring leam has 
accepted that 17 attacks on sheep 
have taken place, resulting in the 
dcath of 40 animals. The grievances 
uf angry shepherds have bcen 
passed on to the leam by local coun- 
cillors, 

In September, the 26 communes 
forming the canton of Caslillon-en- 
Couserans (Ariêge) officially called 


This approach was deliberately 
different from the one adopted by’ 
an #earlier environment minister, 
Brice Lalonde, in the Béarn, a part 
of the Pyrenees farlher to the west, 
and now lhe only area in France 
wltere a fcw bears still live in their 
natural state. 

Ialoncle's plan to sci up special 
hear reserves (hal would o all in- 
tents aml purposes be sanctuaries 
from which man was banned hal 
the cffect of polarising the hostility 
of hunters, sheep farmers ancl local 
cuunciflors, 

"You can't conducl arı environ- 
imental policy against tle people's 
will — you have to have then on 
your sile," Barnier' stressecl when 
he came to Melles. Melles and three 


line between ihe départements of 
the Ariêge and the Haute-Garonne, 
I is also the point at which {lıe 
local population's attitude to bears 
— mece mımeruıs in ilıe region andl 
now virluanlly extinct — changes 
rtlially: the Haute-CGarunne sile 
pruılly proclaims itself tn be “bear 
vuuntry™ ancl favours their rriniro- 
duction, while inhabitants of the Ar- 
ingr calegoricully reject tle animal. 
At the beginning of st sununer, 
two slıe-beirs captured in Slovenia 
were released in the ntountains ihat 
rm jmrl ef the eonımune of 
Melles, only a few kilometres as (he 
vrow flies from the Aritge. 
The mayor of Melles had been 
waiting for’ İlıis moment since I99}, 
when he signed a chrarter with the 
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Big game, 
big bucks 


Liz McGregor 


O PARAPHRASE Miao, money 
flows from the barrel of a gıın: 
in the new South Africa, vast tracts 
of land are being createcl for foreign 
sportsnıen happy to cough up thou- 
sancls of dollars to sleep in a rouglı 
reed hut and wash in a stream, 
provided they can go home witl a 
Lroplıy to stick up on the wall. 

l'a all downs to economics. Al- 
though forcign tourists are pouring 
in at the rate uf a million a year, not 
all of them are content to slionl 
wildlife witlı a camera. There is, as 
Snuth African farmers are fincling 
oul, big money in hunling as well. 

Aboul Y per ceni of land in Süuth 
Africa is now given over 10 wiltllife. 
Roughly half uf thal is ate parks: 
he resl is privale fandl, nutch of it 
use (ar bunting intl game ranclt- 
ing — the brectling of wild aninmıls 
br {he humlers bullet. 

There are pussimuMe arguImenls 
bath for and agidusl Lis, but in 
Africa, harshest uf coulinents, ÎU in 
le west prayialic Did previuils, Jn 

1ı vumtry Ait van bimedly uur lo 
ed is Dun pupulaliu, wildlile: 
las lu pay IIS Way. 

Curva Uorpuralin AVL 
(CCA, a privale game cuusurliuuni 
into which Hanborus Bauk id tie 
uy kKuuily have pumped nulls 
of puunels, loninales the market. U 
bought n string of failing callle 
farms in KwiuZulı, buil ylassed-in 
iree houses in Ibe only remaining 
iıligenous forest, restocked tlie 
place wuh wikl animals and waiteıl 
for the monty to pour in. 

There were setbacks: a lion dinecl 
on a guest who had slipped away 
from the dinner table to fetch her 
jumper, and civil war broke oul 
between Inkatha and the ANC. 

Phinda, as the park is called, is 
surrounded by hunting and gamıêe- 
ranching farms, The general man- 
ager, Les Carlisle, defends lıunting. 
“Take rhinos, theyre slow breeders 
and produce only once every four 
years. If I lıave an ald male, past his 
prime, with his ribs showing, either I 
let him die in the veld or l let some 
German shoot him for $30,000 and j 
can buy three more at R50,000Û each.” 

Harold Braak, who grew up in the 
Kruger National Park and is rıow 
the chief warden in Skukoza Camp, 
agrees that hunting and game 
ranching create more space and 
ensure a greater diversity in the 
animal gene pool. He does not allow 
hunting in the Kruger, but other 
state. parka fence off areas for tro- 
phy hunting — it helps to pay the 
park's bills. 

A white rhino hunt is no gladiato- 
rial contest between man and beast. 
"I'a like shoating a cow,” aald one 
hunter. “They're very short-sighted 
and can't see you coming; if you stay 
out of the direction of the wind, they 
can't smell you either. One shot 
through the ear and ifs over.” For 
this, the client would part with 
$30,000. 

There. are about 400 professional 
huntersaıîn South Africa. Each year, 
they hire their services to some 
4,000 foreign and 50,000 local 

, hunters. 

But it was in the Great Rift Valley 
that mar's ancestors first stood up 
four million years ago, There is a 
theory that deep in our unconscious 
lies a memory of this period when 
we lived among wild animals in 
. paradise, That is why wildernegsses 
: must be maintained .— not just for 
animals, but for humans as well, 


The rich delta beneath the burning Kalahari eR is a tırcatened paradise for animal a 


African garden of Eden on edge of disaster 


Ruaridh NIcoll in 
Botswana finds the ‘great 
oasis' of the Okavango 
isin peril of drying Up tO 
salisîy human needs 


USHING gently 
siream's saıuly flour, Worm 
engcs his canue [hrouggh tlie 
thick reccls (hat boarder {lic banks of 
the Boro. He slups 10 point to a (lls 
lant line of irees that used te mark 
lhe banks of a great river and then, 
as if to prove a point, he knocks past 
a wrecked canoe that has beconıe 
wedged across the channel's new 


draw off water in an effort to 
quench the dirought that threatens 


antl its engineers are already luok- | can sll uve aff if all goes wrnug, 
but local peuple have no such fr 
tun. Tawnna Moremi, lhe Yuug 
head chief of Uu della, is king six 
nanulhs off fron his duties, Euer™ 
gelle, intelligeun untl bier, lle sis 
drinking mn une of lhe safi cams 
iu dol the elge of Man's tlry 
river. "I drt Hike His ptpulin very 
much, le says, morse Iron ile 
bul. "We ull buy more plies 


The various governınenls iit 
signing deals to avoicl lhe inevitable 
confrontations, The Ukavango, how 
ever, is different: it is unique aul cle 
velnpment could cost 1he world. ari 
more importantly Boswima, one ul 
is greatest nalural issels, 

When he Nauibia leiun ew lo 
Niu lee pacify he rosilents, Heys 
found hinself facing the while 
population, aû mislemash uf sairi 


fallen tn 10 per cent of capacity; 
nearly 40,000 liveslork have died so 
far. The only answer, the Nanibians 
sy, is te ill a Nk pipeline 
rom Ibe Okavango Fiver. “I we 
dont huikl the pipeline ant the 
rains Hail nun . . 
Ileyns, Ihe senior Namibian water 
engineer. “To pul it bluntly, we'll e 


Balswimit has nu hislory 4f vii 
luce lwards ils nucighbotu's but 
confrontalim between Namibia aııcl 
Holswani is in lea often raised. 
Botswana recenlly triel to buy 
taııks from Eurupe bul the deal has 
been scotched, must think by a plea 
from Nanıibia. "There has been tlie 
suggestion Uıat Botswana wanlta to 
buy tanks to shoot at the Namibians 
because they want to steal water 
from the Okavango,” said Heyns, 
“That is nonsense; the two things 
are not connected.” 

“We were told in June that 
Namibia had a serious drought 
problem,” said Momemi Sekwale, 
leader of Botswana's delegation to 
Okacom, a comnıission set up by 
Namibia, Botswana and Angola to 
ensure prudent use of the river. lf 
Sekwale is angry that Namibia has 
superseded Okacom, he does rot 
show it “The position of Botswana 
is that we cannot oppose a feasibil- 
ity study; under the circumstances 
we can only ask to be kept 


flotsam. He argued thu lhe Namih- 
tun [ıipeline would exiracl uuly a 
small percentage of the Okavango's 
water and lhat, given fhe situnllolt, 
he had no choice but to go ahead. 

He pointed out that it is war-torn 
Angola that the people of the delta 
needed to worry about. There was 
one man notably absent from the 
meeting: Peter Smith, the author of 
the letter to Ross. Smith knows 
more about the water of the delta 
than any other living soul. 


ITTING on his porch, set in a 
12-acre plot on the edge of 
the dry bed of yet another 
offshoot of the Okavango river, he 
explains why he agrees with Heyns. 
“Angola is still in a very poor state, 
but this is where the greatest threat 
to the deita lies. Once the country 
becomes peaceful, people will start 
settling beside the river. You cant 
tell them, 'OK, you can live there, 
but don't drink any water.” 

Both Smith and Heyns make 
pessimistic noises about the delta's 
future. “The delta's going to shrink,” 
says Smith. “In the past we have 
never had it so good, but people 
don't realise those daya have gone.” 

In Maun that view is not accept’ 
able. The whites, many of whom 
have spent more than a decade 
building up businesses, know they 


Many ai the residerıts of Maun, 
not leasl Ross, are deeply con- 
cerned by {his plan. They thent- 
selves are suffering badly fronı the 
lack of water. For the first tiné in 
memory thie river did not reach tlıe 
town during the annual flood. Much 
of the town's water is drawn from 
boreholes, but now the water table 
is dropping fast. 

Ross sees the pipeline as not only 
unimaginative but also a dangerous 
precedent, And she is not alone. For 
the white population of the area, de- 
manding responsibility from the 
Namibians is a matter of saving the 
delta. For the black communities, it 
means saving themselves, 

Kehemetswe Saozo sits on an 
animal skin chair in the shade of his 
rondavel in Ditshipi, a village in the 
heart of the delta itself. His clothes 
are stone-washed by the abrasive 
Kalahari sands and his face looks 
weary. “If the water dries up it will 
be the end of our lives,” he says 
quietly. “All the things of our lives 
are solely dependent on it.” 

The Okavango problem is a pre- 
cursor of things to come. AS 
comes to the whole southern 
African region and development 
booms, rivers are being used to 
their maximum. South Africa itself 
expects to run out of fresh water in 
the first quarter of the next century 


The sweltering silence is broken 
| by an elephant, a little to the left, 
which rips at branches, feeding it- 
self lethargically with its trunk. 

Downriver, the water ends in a 
large pool where hippos congre- 
gate. Worm treats the piace with 
respect; he believes a huge snake 
lives İn its depths drinking the river 
dry. Around aboul, the land lies 
lazily like pottery glazing in a kiln, 
creatures emerging and departing 
on hazy, washed-out backgrounds. 
Overhead the Kalahari sun burns 
deep, claiming the once great wa- 
ters of the Okavango back for itself. 
Quietly poling, Worm says that he 

never seen the water so low; 
that he fears far his job. 

Eighty or so kilometres to the 
south, Dr Karen Ross, holding her 
straw hat down against the grey 
dust wind, leaves her office, She has 
just seen a letter published in one of 
Botswana's national newspapers ac- 
cusing her of spreading “the sort of 
careless propaganda that may en- 
courage green activists to take up 
arms, go ballistic or even ignite the 
water bomb waiting to explode on 
northern border”, 
Ross, head of Conservation Interna- 
Honal's Okavango project, is angry. 

Beyond her a Cessna lifts 
from Maun's runway. lt banks and 
heads north, ferrying tourists to the 
camps in the delta beyond. 
€ greatest oasis on the planet, 
Okavango supports 164 species 
of mammals, 540 types of bird and 
enough plants, fish, insects and am- 
phibians to employ David Attenbor- 
ough for a lifetime, Larger than 
Wales, the delta is the slıattered re- 
r whicl empties into 
a ا‎ ok ا‎ 

amibia from its source 
the Angolan heights. .  . 

On its way it passes a place called. 
Rundu where Botzwana's neigh- 
bouring state of Namibia plans to 


Truzuah the A numnn arı Yin pA : 


A 'Magl ori Great serte ıã al dê | 


But that does not go so far as tO 
allow the pipeline to be built, In 
recent years the Botswana govern- 
ment wanted to dredge an area of 
the delta but, realising that the 
effects might prove disastrous, it 
ditched the plan. It may not view 
othera’ irresponsibility charitably. 

That people are paranoid about 
the delta is hardly surprising. Be- 
yond the staggering array of wildlife 
is a place filled with a diveraity of 
strange people living cheek-by-jowl 
with a world that occasionally 
devours them — “Don't become aA 
meal” is a common motto, 

Rosş points out the work her 
organisation carries out in ita at 
tempt to bring prosperity to. the 
area, arguing that şhe has to get in- 
volved in politics. "If we don't [ight 
policy decisions that could’ kill the 
delta then ali this is worth nothing,". 
she says pointing fo her. organisa- 
tion's achievements. . 

The delta itself is robust enough to 

vive anything ~~ except the water 
being turned off, .If that happens: 
' then a garden of Eden returns: to. 
Kalahari dust, — The Observer 


ngo Delta ss 


ing from hyperinflalion know the 
heart-sinking feeling of waking up 
and realisiıg what you have i 
worth 5 per cent less than il a$ 
yesterday: savings (lwindle to noth. 
ing; dreams turn to ashes, The las 
country in Europe tû experience 
such freefall was Germany in lhe 
twenties. It's no wonder the Bundeşg 
bank is obsessed with keeping 
inflation down. 

When I was in Uganda a fy 
years ago, the local shilling had 
been reduced to a value of less han 
one-100th of a US cent. If yo 
wanted to know how much nioney 
you had, you weîgherl it, On a jour 
ney to the nurth of the country | 
travelled with several kilograms of 
Ugandan slıillings to buy fuel and 
food: 1,000-shilling notes ir bundles 
of 500 packetl in an altachécase, 
like the proceeds of a drug deal, 

In northern Uganda, an area suf 


fering severely from the privations 


of civil war, Î found ıuyself dis. 
cussing inflation with a farmer. | 
had heard it was like lis in Cer 
ınany iı the tweıies, Î sail: money 
was wortlı su litlle that housewivrs 
went to market with wlıeelbarrows 
full ol banknotes in order lo bur 
bread. He thoughı aboul his a bil. 
Then he said, "And where did île 
get the wheelbarrows?” Another 
Ugandan Lold me Lhal hie lial beru 
trying lo buy û cur, bul couldn 
carry lhe money. He had lo lite 4 
taxî to carry the cash Irom tlic bank 
lo the vendurs place. lH tk heni 
all clay tu coun it. 

But the eure is hirl curreiy nl 
the Ugandan slıilling is sufl. lu thr 
end, wal matlers is wlucllıer yur 
money is convertible or nut. The 
shillitg is local; il belungs, itt berl 
in the national bank, bul the eur 
belongs with dullirs and Yen. 
beyond slate borders, in the 
lucrospherc. 
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Some of the euro notes unveiled in Dublin this month 


A pocket full of euros 


sigı. (Tle French are good at tlis: 
their bank notes are the preltiest 
there are. If the Germans ınust run 
the fiscal sicle, let the French clo the 
design.) But it's too late now. As 
with so much else in tlıc Eııropean 
Union, the decisions seem to have 
been laken without any public 
cliscusslon. The euro it is, at least 
until someone invents a nickname 
for it. (Suggestions on a bank note, 
please, of any denomination.) 

As | say, euros are something Î 
could get usedl to — if | had enough 
af them. And it seems that the Buro- 
pean Mionetary Institute expects lıs 
1o be rich: the lowest denomination 
unveilecl at the Dublin surmnıil ear- 
lier this munlh was a fve-euro notet, 
while the highesl was 500, which is 
likely to be the equivalent of be- 
wee £300 aud £4{00 — more 
moucy Ilan nıost people see in a 
week, 

The eııro, we are told, will save us 
from inflation, because German 
bankers hate inflation more than 
anything. And it's true that the ınost 
inportant thing about a currency is 
that it should keep iis value. Those 
wlıo have lived in countries suf[er- 


CITY OF WORDS 
John Ryle 


HE NAME lias no nmıojo; the 

designs lor (he notes are NOIi- 
(lescripl, Yel I'm sure we'll all get 
used to lhe aura of the euro. We 
coperl with declmallsation, with the 
loss of shillings and pence, of far- 
things and florins, of guineas and 
gronts. So why not Hie pound ster- 
ling? We ınay even find some novel 
use for that keyboard curiosity, the 
£ symbol. Recollect that the curly L 
deıtotes, by origin, the first unit of 
an ald imperial currency, the fibrae, 
snidî and denarii of ancient Rome: 
this is not the firsl time Britain's 
money supply has been controlled 
iron outside the cuunir'y, 

Perhaps i woulcl huve been a het- 
ler itlen fo (lIraw on these Lalin 
termıs iıı the search for a new Euro- 
pean currency, ralhcr than lopping a 
sylinhle off the name of Zeus's para- 
mour. Or, if euıros they must be, to 
give hena mythological weight with 
an engraving of Europa's abdurclion 
by Zeus, rather than the dull ınaps 
and bridges on the published cle 


The finished projects will be pub- 
lished on the Net during 1997 as 
protolypes for other schools to 
adapt. 

Thousands of Web surfers in 
hoth countries will be asked to con- 
tribute to an opinion poll designed 
to collect up-te-date informalion 
about the attitucles of each country 
to the other. The survey will be 
postcd on the Web in January, al- 
lowing thc British Council to draw 
off data over (he nexl few years lo 
dclermine the impact of {he New 
inages programnıe. 

"There are some cleverly open- 
entlecl questions ancl (he {hemes are 
across thu board, from things like 
Brituiu's Iratling relations lo where 
people look for style," saya David 
Blarerough, Britislı Council head of 
business rlalions. "What docs the 
woaller (le to peuples stale of 
mind? Yhat would living in ile 
olher country be like? ‘The survey 
will ask people to discuss propos 
tions like: all Australian men are 
macho, all British men are wimps. 

There will be an attenıpt to plug into 
hunıour about one anolher, classic 
Brilish/ Australian jokes. 

“We make assumptions about fle 
perceptions. Our assumptiun is that 
peuple in Australi think of Britain 
as bving regal thene jkirks ancl 
creanı teas andl the crwn jewels, 
And likewise here, there is an 
isslunpHon that Australia is Ncigh- 
bours, Dame Elna ancl beaches, 
Those arr Ue assumptions and they 
inay well be urirue. Bul if they are, 
New [mages is about trying lo 
change theın", Mir Blagerorgh sail. 

The survey could algo becüıne 
lhe prototype [or ventures to tesl 
cultural ties elsewhere in the world. 


Virtual understanding | "*. 


British and Australian 
schools are to trade world 
views on the Internet, 
writes David O’ReIIIy 


PLAN lo usc the Internet lo 
A۸ iry to relorge cullural links 
with Ausıralin may have big 
spinoff benefits for British schinals, 
As arl of a campaign callel New 
lnages, ihe whole of 1997 is being 
sût aside for a lwgrway exchange of 
cullural activilies between Britain 
mel Australia, involving everyone 
fron poels te istrunomers, 

Now Images was fleviseel by lhe 
British Council aller former Forvign 
Srerrtary Imuglas Hurl grew cint- 
ceruecl turing û visit to Australirı in 
Ihe early HEMIS thal vicws of Britaliı 
were lockur into sleremypus about 
Berfeiters atc hisluric buillinggs. 

Brilish aud Australian officials «le 
cided to Lry' tu showcase cach cottn- 

try to lhe alher as contenporary. 
inioviative and hech places. The 
liıternet is to Jılay a key role in the 
canpalign, which will begin wilh a 
sıtellite-linkec launch in February. 

Children in hundrcels of schools 
in both counlries are tn be given the 
chunce tû work up collaboralions 
vin thé Inlernel. Already there is iı 
plan for primary school children in 
Loulon lo buk wilh schools in Bris- 
Lane lu creale slrawings and Aories 
about cach utlıer. Schools in Berl- 
fordshire and Nurtlhamptonshire 
will link with high schuol children 
in midback Nor{hern (}ucenslancl lo 
create a “vîrtual tour” of {heir locil 
areas, and schovls iıı Northern [rc- 
land are planning sintilar tie-ups 
will some in Western Australia. 
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be the first to implement it." But it ls 
she who siands to get the rough 
ride. “I do have to stand up and take 
a lot of flak," she admits. "But I look 
for challenges," 

Karyn NicClusky joined another 
innovative foy'ce, East Sussex, last 
year from Canter’s course. She says 
she has encountered no resistance 
from police officers. "I lıave had 
every bit of help from Sussex, I"m 
very impressed with them. I1 ex- 
pectecl aA lot of relicence. [I got 
none,” 

She is agecl 3L, iecaches boxing as 
a hobby, has a degree in nursing, 
workeî in tlie prison service and 
was once manager of a company — 
all of wisich must help comınand 
soıme respect, togcther wiih her love 
of tıe joly al, she points out, tle 
fact that her cfforts reduce {hie wurk 
of ihe detectives. "They may have a 
hundlrecl suspects and we are saying 
these are the three to look at first." 

At (he scenc uf the crime, she will 
be louking al (he way tlıe offengler 
gol into the properly: “But how they 
possess lhe house when they are in 
herc is mucl more iudivcative. Ii 

gives you an idea of he criminal his- 
tory — jif they have been in prison 
ur nol, for instance, They become 
much ımore forensically aware anci 
lhey lıave been in prison. Then 
there are things like artifice — con- 
uing lheir way inio people's houses 
or using chilclren." 

Saırnh Wnrdle, a Canter siuclent in 
the area inelligence unit al thc Nirl- 
ropulitan Pulice, will be nuving in 
January tn New Scatll Yartl™s irr 
twllisgence direclormMe. 

When we fi arrived, Î wil i 
very Hew Ting nud il has taku 
qule a while for us to learn alu ut 
lhe pulice force isc aud to shaw 
ihe benelils of our work," shi’ Says, 
"There are pulicemen wlur rniuy 
have been ‘initially sceplical, DUN it 

diln't take ling ta prove uur wurtlı 
— about live or six months. We're 
here really as suıpport toola — not to 
take away police jobs.” 

These are outgoing, confident, 
professional women who are break- 
ing new ground and loving it. If the 
work they are doing is having any- 
thing like the impact Canter claims, 
then there is a snıall but very posî- 
live revolution going on in sone of 
Britain's more go-aheacl police 
forces, It can only be goad news for 
women — and for lhe crime rate. 


۴ . 
FFT STII OT TESILE 


for lit dou" cancur with the favs 
of criminological literature. In a 
child abuse case, for’ example, the 
iclea that il will be a dlirty old man iıı 
a mac hanging around the schonl 
gates is very strong, but it is more 
likely to be a local youngster." 

Now his students, Canter clairns, 
"are ratiling the police chains . . „ 
making them rêconsider a lot of 
what they clo." 

The potential for mutual unhappî- 
ness is enormous, Cholerton recOg- 
nises this in her praise for 
Cleveland. "It iş a huge initialive for 
them ard it is very brave of therm to 
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کو 


Joanne C holerton: "I take a lot of flak’ 


"To make a serial killer interesting, 
{lere is a tendency to make him velı- 
bally very sophisticated and able to 
avoid police detection. But if you do 
a sludy of how they get caught, it is 
often tlırough silly mistakes like 
leaving fingerprints or releasing a 
victim who can identify them. They 
are not these brilliant minds." 

Nlost exiraorclinarily of all, he 
aims many detectives are then 
selves taken in by fictions that are 
stranger than life, “ll is fascinating 
when you talk to police officers how 
they will be making assumptions 
early on about who they are looking 
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vidual cases before, such as the 
Yorkslıire Ripper and Rachel Nick- 
ell murder inquiries; they have also 
been popularised (and glamorised) 
by such screen characters as Rob- 
bie Coltrane's Fitz in Cracker and 
Jodie Foster's Agent Clarice Star- 
ling in The Silence Of The Lanıbs. 

Now, for the first time, they are in 
real life being ıuısed to target what 
the police call volume crime. Bur- 
glary, Cholerton will tell you, is the 
biggest problem any police force 
has to deal witlı. “When burglary is 
high, all ather crimes are high as 
well. These people are prolific 
thieves, It is like you and me going 
out lo wurk every day — they just 
go out and conınıit crime.” 

Her job, then, is to slucly thé 
hard-core criminals of Harllepool, 
Four (lelectives have been specially 
trained to visit every house that is 
burgled dul return wilh a 33-page 
pro forma thal will give the psycho: 
logist far more information than the 
average crime report. She needs to 
know what he did and did not clo; 
what he took and what he let. 

Matching fealures of these 
crimes, Cholerton is able to recog- 
nise the behaviour of certain bur- 
glars and even to tell detectives 
ınore or less where tliey might Jive. 
She can narrow the lisl of suspecls 
to a [ew — perllaps even one — wlio 
has commilledl such crimes before 
and nay be known to tle police. 

"The very experienced detectives 
know what is going on and probably 
have a gûodl idea wlıo is conmitling 
the crimes, but when it comes down 
to İl, {hey are usually wrong," 
Cholerton says matter-offactly. 
“Rather than using their experience 
and inluilion, we are looking sys- 
temalically 1o target these people.” 

She is one of a new breed from 
Liverpool university's investigative 
psychology unit — the only place in 
Britain that trains graduates specifi- 
cally for such police work. It has 
been running for only four years, 
yet half a dozen police forces in 
Britain, ancl others overseas, lave 
taken its stuclents, 

Canter is indignant at the cont 
parisons between fictional psycholo- 
gists and the real ones, All of it, he 
says, is based on wrong premises, 


Sarah Boseley meets . 
the women pitting their 


brains against Britain's 


cleverest crooks 
NGSTRIDDEN and bat- 


A tered, 
among the conventional de- 
tcctivca, television's police psycho- 
Ingist Fitz in Cracker is an anti-hero 
aş remote as Jupiler from the real 
thing — which in Cleveland, since 
October, has been A young woman 
naıned Joanne Cholerton. Aged 25, 


a maverick voice 


[reslı oul of university, sporty and 
full of enthusiasm, Cholerton has 


nane of the taint of criminality ancl 
vice, halfdrowned in whisky and 
cigarellte smoke, that infects the 
characters ofl every TY police 
clraıua. Yel for all that, there is a pio- 
nerring toughness about lier, How 
many young women would lıave the 
gall to walk into a police station and 
(ell a buuch of seasoned detectives 


that there are belter ways of doing 


tbeir job? 


"I'm usually the only woman in 
the room and ınosl of them have 
mûre cxperience than Î have years. 
Il look a few weeks for me to fit in," 
Cholerton says with x» grin. There 
have been, slıe acinıils, some scepr 
tics, but she is in no way abaslıed :ıt 
the situMdiun she is in: a lone young 
civilian in an inslitution notorious 


for is {rcament uf wumen; a pSy- 
chologist hirecl on aıı untested pıo- 


jeel, full of theory about the 
workings of the criminul mind but 
with next {o no acquaintance wîtlı 
your acluaî unwashecl villain. 

Yet Cholertun las alrcady con- 
foundëecl some of the cloubters. “We 
had sumebodly in for burglary the 
alher (lay. I said: 'Question him 
ibout these four as well’ and got the 
information togelher for the detec- 
tives. Tlry enclêd up charging him 
willı all (ive.” Her face lights up. 

Clevelanél policè have broken 
new ground by appointing her to 


spend a year profiling the burglars 


of Hartlepool, an industrial town 


bordering the North Sea, Psycholo- 
gists, like her Lutor at Liverpool uni- 


versity, Professor David Canter, 


have been called in on serious indi- 


important electoral issues, Britain 
might begin lo claw back some of its 
independence. There are, after all, 
many ways that Murdoch's pres- 
ence in Britain can be addressed. 
There is the question of his paying 
UK tax. In 1995, for instance, he 
paid not one penny of the 35 per 
cent corporation tax. Is there any 
reason why he should not be 
preaşed to reveal exactly the net- 
work of offshore companies which 
clainı tax advantages in every quar- 
ter of the world? 

And what of his growing spread 
in the British media? Af present he 
has more than 30 per cent of the 
newspaper nıarket and with the 
builtin advantages of launching 
satellite digital broadcasting early 
he is likely to achieve a 25 per cent 
penetration of that market, Perhaps 
it is time to haul Murdoch in front of 
parliamentary committees to face 
questions about the independence 
of his editors, the persistent bias of 
his newspapers, his trading prac- 
tices and the total disregard for 
British television culture ancl the 
spurting calendar. 

But all the Governmenl cloes Îs 
wuve feeble statutory inslruments 
and hope that Rupert Murdocl will 
belave, Dream on. 


posed to the inherited power of the 
royal family, he is displaying re- 
markably dynastic tendencies. 

It is nearly 18 years since the 
Conservative parly came to power 
and slightly less since Murdoch 
bought Times Newspapers and 
began his renıarkable expansion. 
The Conservatives have been 
benevolent in the extreme to Rupert 
Murdoch, This has allowed him to 
use Britain as a cash cow and a 
launch-pad to America, where he 
challenges the three main entertain- 
ment corporations of Time Warner, 
Disney and Viacom. He is now a 
world power and as far as he is con- 
cerned Britain is little more than a 
ridiculous parish of chatterers. 

The reaction of British politiclans 
is to receive lıim for lunch and to do 
tricks for him at his con[erences. 
They fuss about the loss of national 
sovereignty to the European Union, 
yet never for one moment note i1he 
concessions that have been made in 
Britain's national affairs to thls sar 
clonic global operator. 

Politicians congratulate therm 
selves on the pragınalic view that 
Murtloch is a fact of British pulitical 
life. But if they were to regard hiın 
not asa means to victory in anı elec- 
tion but rather as one of Ihe more 


lish a programme guide for BSkyB's 
satellite digital service. 

The whole structure of News 
Corp interlocks beautifully, so that 
the components support each other 
throughout the world. It's not sim- 
ply in terms of revenue and services 
but algo in propaganda. If a politi 
cian or businessman stands in the 
way of Murdoch's advance, any of 
his newspapers in four continents 
may be swiftly deployed to remove 
the obstacle. It is as if William Ran- 
dolph Hearst were alive again. 

The tone of menace his newspa- 
pers employ is precisely what 
scares the pants off British politi- 
clans. 

lf anyone doubts lıis antipathy to 
liberal democracy or to the indepen- 
dence of his newspaper editors they 
have only to read Andrew Neil's 
book. Neil, once a close colleague of 
Murdoch's, who moved the Sunday 
Times to Wapping and helped lo 
bail out Sky TY in its early slages, 
was inınediately sidelined when his 
newspaper's coverage began tO 
threaten Murcloch's TY interests in 
southeast Asia. Murdoch has loyalty 
only to his ambition ancl lila chil 
dren, who are being groomed in var- 
ious quarters of his empire to take 
over. For someone 80 wholly op- 


Keeper of the global gate 


apply them quickly. He is absorbed 
by the immediate opportunity that 
may be gained in what is the brief 
aperture between invention and 
general application. 

He said last July: “When you are 
the monopoly distributor you are in- 
clined to dictate.” The Americans are 
beginning to get the picture that in 
the age of information it iş the means 
of distribution, not supply, that call 
the shots. Viacom's chairman, Sum- 
ner Redstone, who had been forced 
to sell an interest in one of his conr 
panies to Murdoch in order to get it 
on to BSkyB, said earlier this year: 
"Rupert wants to rule the world and 
he seenıs to be doing it." 

Murdoch's expansion İs vertigi 
nous, As if overseeing the digital 
project in Britain isn't enough, next 
year Murdoch will launch ASkyB 
American Sky Broadcasting — 
which will offer sonıe 200 channels 
to the vast US market. He las also 
fone deals with national telecom 
companies such aa MCI in the US 
and BT in Britain to launch Internet 
service companies. His orrline ven- 
ture with BT, Springboard, will be 


used, among other things, to pub- 


Continued from page 16 


you need to understand about the 
launch of digital TV by Sky. Now 
that he has his head start and a 
menu of programmes, there isn't re- 
ally very much legislators can do — 
Particularly at this moment in the 


electoral cycle, 


„ Murdoch has sensed that there 
simply isn’t the political will to con- 
lain his power in Britain. Indeed, he 
has discovered all over the world 
lat national governments will drop 
their objections to his plans for 


shortterm political advantage. 


He is adept at local firefighting 
1 an empire that now 
Siretches from Australia through 
Asia to Europe and America, he 
must expect the odd local difficulty. 
ul the main point is that News 
Corp lias arrived at an extraordinar- 
ily significant nıoment in its devel- 
pment , The five years since 

urdoch s desperate global pilgrim- 
Age lo refinance lis company have 
produced technical breakthroughs 
1 even he had never 
enm Today his is one of the 
ew world companies with the appa- 
alus and the central command to 


and with 


of which 


e 
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the way things will develop. RT in: 
terest in Murdaclı's se1-toge bex ix lû | 
(lo with the huge armouut of fele ° 
phone traffic that ¢ligilal brundlcaet 
ing is expeclerl to geuerale Iron 
people interacting with their TY | 
Within five years or su we will he , 
able to sumnmıon videos anl pur" 
chase things we see un TV. Our ar 
(lers in response to the (ligital signal ' 
coming inlo the house will be made , 
along a telephone line. : 

At presenl the esliablishecl lerrts 
trial broaclcaslers have rlune B0 
such deal, which means this BT 
(acility will adil greatly tn the value: | 
uf Murdoch's service. 

The box is impnrianl buf ini sure i 
ways it is a dlisiractiou, and il seems | 
certain thal Murcloch has realised 
this, Whal matters to him is lauuclr 
ing first witlı a range of apwalin# 
programmes. If lhe BBC and 
Granada wan to ald to his portfolio. 
all well andl goad. But tie main sales 
drive will be made by sporting 
righls and movies, which were f 
sponsible for Sky's success I 
Britain. Conveniently for Murdoch, 
they also happen to be the two areas 
of broadcasting which benefit mosl 
from widescreen TV — tliat is to 84 
digital broadcasting. 

It is remarkable how the cars 
seem to fall so well for him. But 
there again Murdnch has the $F 
nius and aggression to think 
through likely developments, te" 
act on his conclusions, He iS al5% 
adlaptable. Five years ago. 
thought movies would do thé rick 
at Sky, but then he realised sporl 
was bringing in far nore Viewers 
which explains why he is now fight 
ing so hard to to win sporting right 
alll over the world. 

At the News Corp's annual meel” 
ing in Arlelaide earlier this ye” 
Murdoch made his strategy pair: 
“We have the long-terms rights 18 
most countries to major Spor i 
events andl we will be doing İn AS 
what we intend to do elsewlıere I" 
the workl — that is, use sporlS کا‎ 
battering ram and a lead offering ® 
all our pay television operations. 1 

Sport İs what will make Murda) 
the fe facto gatekeeper, irrespecl 
of what boxes are sitting on oP 
our TY seta. That is the only ry 
continued on pa9 


Rupert Murdoch: “When you are the monopoly 
supplier you are inclined to dictate’ 


Blair discuverecl Rupert was not the 
ugre lıis parly hacl painted . . . Blair 
indicated 1hal media ownership 
rules would nat be onerous uncler’ 
Labour, Rupert tliat his newspapers 
would not be weclded to {lte Tories.” 

If the Labour leader is preparecl 
to be accommodaling on the uwneı- 
ship of newspapers by a foreigı na- 
tional, there is no reason why he 
would object to the aclvantages Mur- 
clorh is taking for hiınself in digital 
TV. The same is true of the Conser 
valive party, which is persuaderl by 
the argument that Murdoch has 
taken huge risks in the launcl of 
satellite TY and is Jue an initial pe- 
rial of protected growth. With an 
election inmıiinent, il would be crazy 
for either main parly to take on 
Murcloch now, bul this is not a mea- 
sure of their cowardice, rather of 
Mr Murdoch's power, which we 
should remind ourselves is held by 
someone who doesn't even have the 
vole in Britain. 

There are some worries in Parlia- 
ment. Labour's National Heritage 
spokesman, Jack Cunningham, said 
this: “We raised the issue of com- 
mon standartls for digital television 
throughout the Broadcasting Bill. It 
was our strong view that these regu- 
latory matters should have been in- 
cluded in the Bill and nat left to 
secundlary legislation. Virginia Bot- 
tomley deliberately prevented this 
from being (lone. 


EGULATION on the design 
of the box has come in the 

frm of a slatutory mstru- 
ınenl, wlıich has been tlrafled by 
lhe Deqxiur1ment of Trade ancl Indus- 
lry and will be enforced by Oftel, 
the regulary bacly for television, It 
rukls: “When granling licences to 
ınlfacturers of consumer equip» 
ıuenl, holflers of industrial property 
riglls lo conditional access prod- 
ucts unl systems shall have the 
(uty Ihat Lhis ix done in fair, reason- 
able antî rontliscriminalory terms,” 
Whal this says is that Murdoch's 
box must not exclucle olher broad- 
cnsters, 

Oftel may also like to look at 
British Telecom's relationship with 
Murdoch. This is a widely ignored 
aspect of the digital revolution, be- 


cause only a few have anticipated 


cause it was olf feıkling the Chinese 
government wilh its ews coverage. 
But now, in a display of corpornte 
forgiveness or forgetfulness, {he 
BBC plans to eııtrust all ils services 
to him, without guarantees that they 
will not be buried on ihe pro- 
gratnme guide, or placed in an ob- 
sutıre part of the digital spectrum. 

More important is that if BBC 
and Granacla go on the BSkyB satel- 
lite, there is a consiclerably redııcecl 
incentive for them to eslablish a ter- 
resirinl service whiclı conipetes 
with Murdach. 

l1's all very odil: on the one land 
the Corpo'ation is cooperating with 
Murclncl by adding to tlie value of 
his service, yet on the other il is- 
sues a statement — [rom A pan 
phlet called A Glorious Fulure 
(Augusl 23) — like ıis: “The first 
danger is the dominance of the 
Galeway into tle honıe. No one per- 
son or group should be able tu 
abuse control of the set-lop box to 
inhibit competition. Hf the digital age 
is to fulfil its true potential we need 
in the UK a unified regulatory 
framework to ensure open ancl non- 
discrînıinatory access to providers 
on fair financial terms.” 

Laudable stuff, but plainly the 
BBC has understood that no ane in 
xovernment or ils agendics has 
taken the slighlest notice. Tlie 
Broadcasiing Bill which was en- 
avtegl in thé summer failed to intro 
duce measures tn control 
Murdoch's operalion uf the gate- 
way. Mcanwhile an investigation ly 
lhe Office of Fair ‘Truding was 
apjkirenlly reassurvl by BSkyB, 
wlıich sutî hat il would nut acl 
ıınfaîrly. 

One lis tl impressinn of [e es- 
ublishment tliscreclly waving Mur 
(loch through. U is an impression 
sıaretl in e City. "Ture have 
been rumours", said iı motln analyst 
fremı one of lhe big financial groups, 
“hat he has conicted both mirin 
purlies . . . rumours of him having 
lunch with Michael Heselline ind 
nlso talking to other sile.” 

Cerlainijy lic has Lalkecl to 
labours leatler, Tony Blair, oıi 


loader nspects of his media inter 
ests. Andrew Neil recalls in lis book 
a ıneeting between Murdoch and 
Blair: “The dinner went very well. 


Always a step ahead of his business rivals, Rupert Murdoch 
seerns to have stolen one of the biggest marches yet in the form 

of digital broadcasting. Henry Porter wonders if anybody realises 
the enormous power it puts in the hands of one man 
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go through a satellite. It muy be re- 
ceiveel by a conventional aerial and 
TV set, provided Ihe viewer lias a4 
tlevîce known as iı set-top box to 
canverl the siream of digital infor- 
mulion into souııcl ancl pictures. 

‘This îs where Murdocl comes in 
und where everyone gels confused, 

BSkyB has announce] that it wil! 
lunch a tligital service next year 
aml for this a special set-top Dox will 
be (lesigned unt utrketecl, Mur- 
rlncl's bex will be tailorerl 1o do lwo 
Ibhiyys: cleconpress The streanl of 
cdigtal iMormialion aud {hen elororhe 
iL. AFer all isis û subscriptions ser~ 
vite ind, like tho resend shnal 
rom Sky, will be broudeast in cure 
vı thil cHıly hose who bave pruid 
will be able lr waleh. 

Parallel lo Murclach's activity are 
ihe pluns by Britain's established 
broadcasters — the BBC channels, 
ITY stations and Channel 4 — to (k- 
velop digital broadcasting. Rement- 
ber, the digilal signal muy be 
cnnvenlionally transmitted fron aû 
lerrestrial salion ikl all that is 
necdul by {he vicwer is a set-top 
box. The irouble is that Murdoch 
has alreacly put uut tenders for the 
design antl manufncture of his own 
hox. li will be on the markel well be- 
fore any equivalent device can be 
agreed upon by the terrestrial 
broudcasters. 


HIS IS THE crucial ndvan- 
1 1nge he has seized. For if is 

higlly unlikely that the 
British nrurkel will accept lwo sepa- 
rale boxes for the satellite anl ter- 
restrial digital services. As Michael 
Starks, head ûf fhe BBU digital pre 
ject sald in May: "I's no gooıl us 
gcUing uur signals to every house- 
loll unless we can be reliably re 
ceived on the _hausehoalder's 
consumer equipment. Ancl most 
hüuseholders will buy onc receiver 
box]. 

The point abou ihese hoxes is 
thal their manufacture is costly aid 
requires guaranteed ortlers, While 
Murdoch has the commercial drive 
tr back ıt manufacture of his box 
with crders, the terrestial bruad- 
casters don't. They are wailing pas 
sîYêly' 1û see what his box looks like 
angel whether it can be acdlaptedl to 
tıke lerrvsrrlal cligital signals. 

Murdoch naturally gol the point 
uf all Unis long before anyone else. 
In effect he has set up what is 
known in {he Lrufleê as thee “HA1way 
tu digital servires. Fur a period his 
Meway will be (he sole means of 
cess tD fhe new TY tcrlnnlopgy. 
Even the BHC and TTY cemnpanies 
laye comer te recognise thal they 
must cive te hîs no, although 
they cCuimıe lo isis velwımently 
leit Tbe evelopment af the ier iute 
ive irrrestril service will o abeaıl 
BC {it irrungeinuents will be tnagle 
ıo nanuRbure (hoir own device, 

So Û would seem hit ym have i1 
siuple rite bwern the sdalile 

nıl lerrestrial clelivery digital sys- 
teas in which Mureloch has a heiul 
s#lart. Burt it Îs not nearly as simple 
as thnl becmıse {he HBC und the 
biggest ITY company — (rranatl — 
have signed up to be among the 150 
services ufferel on Murchkcl's 
satellile, 

Tlis is an extrnordinury develop 


ment. After’ all, hîurdoch threw the 
BBC off his Star satellie in Asia be- 


halnı tu tlıe issue, siıying that there 
wuuld hı’ controls and regulations 
1o give all lhe established broadcasl- 


Here, they insist, Mr Murdorlı 
will have to behave, alhough there 
îs scant evirflencc of his ever having 
respectal a British insiitution or 
ı AMY of is repulitions. Murdoch is 

glıbal now, and ııational govern- 

ıtents are only interesting to hin in 
as nuh aa they may help or in 
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Neil's telling account of his life 

as u Murdoch ctlitor, he revenls 
hat Rupert Murcloclr's presence is 
sû slrong in News Hicrnationnl that 
he appears to his executives in their 
reams. i's a pily that politicians 
haye nm shared his experience of 
loiyg woken in e night by lu vic 
siuı of Rupwrt,. If they had, (hey 
might bugin to dwrll on buw Iheor™ 
ogbly his peeonally has pene- 
umet Brin mMfiirs; and they 
wu aul cerltinly scrutiniss 
Hue Srategy Lal iS about to giye his 
vmyany tı npiarnlleleal milvanletyrt’ 
in nalional brortleastingg, 

But tlhe derd is pricliccdly lant 
aul if you lalk to pulitiditns, lrerued- 
fers, FOYT separ S 
md le rogukiory baclies charged 
wilh aversreing {he intrarluctir ef 
digi brondensting by BSkyB in it 
year's line, you find a mıixlure of 
Irust, ignorance aul clefeatisin tli 
rau only resul in comtuerciil tri 
umph hu’ Murclorh. 

People scem siınply not tn grasp 
the irnplicatious of cligllal broadcast 
ing aud the spverl wilh which Miur- 
toch is moving in introcluca it by 
satellite. They lon see how much 
power will accrue to fhis forcign 
national. nor even il tlanger his 
compnny, News Corp, rejresents l4? 
what is anı essenlial and reınarkably 
ilkguartlel part uf Brlish culture. 

True, lhe subject of digital {elevi- 
sun requires concentration but il 
shoul" mesmerise quite the nunt- 
ber of ufficîals {idl U does. COfen 
when Î ventured 1o one of then than 
Murdoch“ advantage was all bi1 set 
in stone, they would hurrieclly fut 
thi: phone dowrı lu consult their col- 
lPagues mud {hen call back to apply 


[ FULL DISCLOSURE, Andrew 


«rs an qual share in the cligial age. 


pede his ernornıous anibitions, 


To understand wiat is al slake 


ad how Murdoclı's ernpire is abet 


10 mime sevorıl gear changes, ¥Oll 


ımmust gmsp thc technical advances 
in television. In a nutshell, cligital 


brouclcasteg is the transmission el 


ligheuidily TY along frequcenci:s 
previmusly nn powerful vnough tu 
be uel for TV, Becmıse lw signal 
travels in bites af infurinntion rier 
than (he convocation] iskan, iC riy 
he press turing Irtnisslort 
sınıl thet elrcapresserl when it 


gil aud this will ergible, tar in- 
Aue, DSkyE to brerlgmt up to 
AOChaneÎs simullaneeusly, 

A digital broaleasl alse ales 
greatly lo the ualily of the picture 
utd allows 1l vier t0 witch it 
wilo-screen FY that can alsn lake û 
sifebar uf tlifferem prograntunes, 
Su, while watching Lhe foofBall yuu 
may lsu kevp an eye un the news 
ır mother nrilch — all of which 
makes It the perfect slvanre for the 
Age of Distraction. 

The more important point is thal 
ù digital brondcast does not ave to 


| 

1 formut nay tfhorefre bh Cir 
1 
1 


.ل س س ت س س . 


.سە — 


کاک کے ت اسف ب ب صقف ریو 
2 و : 
e‏ و -- ا 
“ ا 
ک تھ ت “ ات a‏ . : کک 
: 2 = و 


m=.‏ واا ت 
o =°‏ 


. 
ہے کے ۔ 


that more than 6,000 types of British 
apple have so far been identified. At 
one time a single orchard might 
contain 200 of these, while almost 
every parish had its own unique va- 
rieiy. In Gloucestershire, for exam- 
ple, there were 100 different types 
of perry pear. 

However, my favourite glimpse of 
Britain's lost fruit paradise concerns 
a single tree growing on the banks 
of the River Wye near Hereford. 
This penr hal been allowed to 
sprealdl so freely that its branches 
had eventually diroopced to the 
ground and {hen re-roolecd. By the 
late 18th century 1his one living {rie 
cnered alınast a Lhird ol a hectare 
aud prodlucccl 5-7 Lonunes of fruit û 
year. 

Forlunmuely, the stearly clecline of 
Britain's fruit tracliliuns has not 
gone unnolicecl, antl iı major salvagi 
apueralion has bec piancerefl by 
Common Grind, The free spirils 
amoung Britain's environmental 
conmmunily, Cummımon Grountl has 
no membcrs al cronies no farmal 
structures; rather il seeks to serve 
tts a culalysl and to influence olher 
organisations. Its most singular CM 
tribution has beerı to explore aml 
bonour wal distinctiveness in 1h 
rural envirunmerut anıl fo r-awaken 
lie appreciation o comnmonjiace 
lelmeis. 

Bruish npples, wih all their local 
lislory and asxuciatians, liv been 
the (uous ut heir offoyls for xeveral 
yas. The mchirvrmenls 1o ale 
have boven impressive, tml int bul 
fhe crealian ul ı ew oilmal Yo, 

Apple Day uu Uoober 21. when 
jwopile all aver he Cuuuiry have 1h” 
npporlunîly lo celebrite Ihe inipn- 
ance ef [heir own local fiuil 
proclute. 

Tlır British fave n lucky hibit af 
realising — if only, perhaps, al the 
eځleveulh‎ houe — ihe value nf 
homegrown lraditions. The Chussir 
example was the inıpact of the 
Canıpaign for Real Ale, whıtch in 30 
years has nmıade a conifbulion lo 
impraving the British pıuıblic house 
ancl the nation's beer-drinking 
habils. Such a precedent sitould 
fortify Common Ground in its owt 
mission to preserve the economic, 
cultural and aestlıelic riches of ihe 
nation's fruit t(rees. 


ILLUSTRATION: ANN HOBDAT 


to European Uniun policies de- 
signed to hall aver-prxluction of 
fruit, Government subsiclies offercul 
to {hose grubbing up heir cominer- 
dial orchards have beun ispropur- 
liunalely pulir among Bıitish 
growers. ln 190 alone, almosl 
LLL nulliun was piuicl for the ruınyval 
of 2500 bectares. Mure than lali 
Briniu's nrchards have uow gone, 
and al lhe current rates of loss they 
will have vanished cunıplctely bJ’ 
202U. 

One cnuld unclerstand these (le- 
velupmens if Bain were oyverfyr0-“ 
ducing, or if {he country were 
marginal for fruit cultivalian, Yet sve 
are now only 30 per’ cent self-suffi- 
cient in the production of apples antl 
pears, and annually import more 
than 400,000 tonnes. Worse still, 
Britain, with a clinıate and soils pêr- 
fectly suited to apple and pear culti- 
valion, las a history of fruit-growing 
that goes back to the Saxon era. 

The richness of this (radition can 
be appreciated when you realise 


i MENAN | Jacl 


Mark GCocker 
$ f LOOK out Iron uur uji 


slairs widow over tlt Noar- 


wich skyline — an urban jumble of 
clomestic Lerraces, uflice blocks 
and uceasinnil church Lowurs — [ 
fiud il hard to inıagine its Tutlor 
equivalen, For allhouglh nuıny of 


its older buildings slill slancl, 
Norwich lus lust le cessenlial 
its Lh century 
predecessur,. “Eller a cily in an 
orchard, or an orchard in a city" is a 
pasi testament lu the rural spiril 
which once existed here andl has 
been largely obliterated by modern 


development. 


Yet Norwich's loss of fruit trees at 


least nıakes it representative of the 
wider landscape, since there has 


beeıı a nationwide decline of fright- 


ening proportions in orchards, 
about 320 square kilometres of fruit 
trees having been clestroyed in the 
past 30 years. In the 19#0s these 


lnsses lave even accelerated owing 


TT 
Preserving core assets 


characler of 


vide just the outline of Black's 
ideas, but you can explore it in 
more detail via ıe excellent GM 
Video release hy consulting Centre 
Counter Carnage by IM Andrew 
Martin {screen time 75 minutes, 


£14.99, available from leading 
clıess suppliers), 
P Romilly v A Martin, 


Aherdeen 1991 


i e4 d5 2 exd5 NfG 3 c4 Wlıite 
can ùiso iry to keep the pawn by 3 
Bhš+ Nlıd7 4 c4, but then a6 5 Ba4 
b5! is useful: Û cxb5 Nxd5 7 bxa6 
BxaG 8 d4 N4 ! Bc2 e5 10 Beri exd4 
11 Ne2 d3 13 Ncl4 Bc5 13 Nef? Nc2+ 
14 Kf1 Qh4 15 QB d2+ and While 
resigned in Wiltshire v Bryson, 
Glasgow 19tl, 

e6!l? The [Icelandic Gambit, a 
bold allernalive to 3. ,. cû 4 d4 
(4 dx NxeG gives Black goo 
play) cxi$? 5 Nce3 which transposes 
to (he Panuy line of the Caro-Kann. 

4 dxe6 Bxe6 5 d4?! The cauı- 
tious § Nf is better. Bb4+ 6 BdZ 
Ruxton v Hsu, 1989, continued 5 
Ne3 Ned 7 Q3 Bf5 8 QS Qxd4 9 
Ne? Qa? 10 a3 Ncb! 11 BfA (i11 axh4 
Ne) Ne! 12 Qe3 Nd3+ 13 Kd1 Bc 
ancl Wlıite resigned. 

Bxd2+ 7 Qxd2 QeT! Tlıe kev 
ilea which prepares long castling. 
A Qe% Nc 9 NI3 IY d5 Nb4 18 
Naš Nbxrlf! gives a winuing attack. 
0-0-0 10 Be2 Rhe8 11 0-0 Bg4 
12 Nce3? l3 Qxe7 is besl, though 
Black has guod play for a pawn. 
Bxf3 13 Bxf3 Qbd! Gaining 
maleriul. 1-1 (g5 Nxd1 15 By4+ 
Nxy4 16 Qxg4+ [9 17 Qxg7? 
Qxb2 18 Racl Ne2+! 19 
Resigns. 
© Irina Levitina, wlıo playecl for tlie 
women's world championship and 
for Ihe allconquering Soviet 
olympiad team, has become the 
firsl player lo win goll at both 
chess ancl bridge. She eniigrated to 
New York six years agû andl last 
month was in the US women's teanı 
which won the bridge olympiad in 
Rhodles. 


No 2452: 1 Rb1. 1f Kxbl 2 Kd1 hO 
3 Blı7. If 1...6 2 Raal axb1 3 Bh?. 
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Chess Leonard.Barden 


HE CHRISTMAS PUZZLE, 

createcl by Brllain's hest-ever 
conıposer, Contins Mansfield, was 
first published on December 25, 
1914. I's really four problems in 
one, where the pieces may not be 
moved outside the boundaries 
shown by the black lines. Thus in B 
(top righ} the black king at e5 
counts as checkmated if it is in 
check and {he only escape is outside 
the black line at dû, d5 or d4. 


NS bh OM GG A o 
O” 


In each of the four problems, 
Wite “checknmates" as above in two 
ınoves, against any defence. 

Sentl White's first moves for 
ıuzzles A, B, C and Û to Christmas 
Chess, Weekend Guardian, 119 
Farringdon Road, Loudon ECIR 
SUR to arrive b¥ first posi nn 
Mondlay, January 27, 17. very en- 
tmnt, righl or wrrmg, will receive a 
ruuplimemMary copy of the British 
Chess Mingnzine (+14 171-KI3 NTT. 

There are awards of £50, £30 anl 
tin for lhe fir'st three currect solll- 
lions examined afler the closing 
dale, and the three winner's will also 
cach receive a Lindon chess set 
frou Tournament Chess Supplies 

144-170 75 9080). This new £10 sei 
' has pieces elegantly moulded and 
| felled in the classical pre-1939 
' Slaunton pattern and, unlike most 
[lastic sets, it is nrotlucecd solely in 
Britain. 
© For a new Christmas opening 
that you can learn while enjoyinE 
lhe nıince pies, try this gambit vari- 
ation of the Centre Counter which 
has scored some fast victories İn 
recent years. Today's games pro” 


ر ا 


Quick crossword no. 346 


Across 


1 Rescind (6) 

4 Project (6) 

9g Judiclous (7) 
10 Fragrance (5) 
11 Instruct (S} 

12 Self-important (7) 
13 Bell-ringing {1 1)} 
18 Stabliizer (7) 
20 Stal! (5} 

22 light boat (5) 
23 Sulte {7) 

24 Sea song (6) 
25 Span (6) 


Down 
1 Esleerm (6) 
2 Country house (5) 
3 Tomato sauce (7) 
5 Kingdom (5) ک‎ 
6 Lengthen (7) 
7 Establish 
connscilon (8) E 
8 Needle work (1 1) i 
14 1996 Olympics : 
site (7 ة‎ .1 
15 Crustacean (7) 
16 Colnting 


frame (ê) 
17 Dalry product {5) 
19 Vigilant (5) 
21 Pogsassed (5) 


PROBLEM 4 
South West 
? 

4AKJ743 YA32 ¢AJ6 #4 


North East 


1¥ 


Rank in order of preference: 
Double; 1#; 24 

PROBLEM 5 | 
South West North East 
1¢ No 1# No 
2 


45 YAJS2 +AQ1093 #A43 
Rank in order of preference: 
INT; 24; 2¥ 


Answers sould be gent to the fof 


lowing address: Guardian Weekend 
Christmas Bridge Competition, 119 
Farringdon Road, London ECIR 


| 3ER. Fax: +44171 239 9935, 


email: weekend@ guardian.co.uk 

All competition entries slıould 
arrive at our offices no later than 
January 27, 1997. There will be a 


Î prize of £100 awarded for the first 


winning angwer that is drawn from 
the hat, and two prizes of £50 will 


also be given to the ng 


Good luck, 


four-card majors and a weak no 
trump. You are South on each 
occasion, and the vulnerability is 


Loye all. 

PROBLEM 1. 

South West North East 
1# No INT No 
? 


s4AKJ76 YA2 473 #AQ95 
Rank in order of preference: 

2#; 2NT3S. 

PROBLEM 2 


South West North 2 


7 

4۸10953 YKQ72 44 #K65 
Rank in order of preference: 

Pass; double; 3# 2 
PROBLEM 3 

South West Narth East 
14 No 2¥ No 
2 

sKQ9832 YQ65 ¢#A4 #Q6 
Rank in order of preference! 
24:3; 4¥ ٠ ٣ 


Bridge Zia Mahmood 


1) EMBER 25 is probably the 
öùnly clay of the year on which 
there isn't a bridge tournament 
going on somewhere in the world. I 
say probably because otherwise I 
will get a letter from the Much- 
Festering-under-Lyme Bridge Club 
telling me they've been holding a 
tournament on Christmas Day for 
the past 50 years. For the rest of 
you, who may be suffering with- 
drawl symptoms, here is some- 
thing to keep you occupied until 
ت‎ e season starts on Decem- 
er 26, 


, În this year's Christmas competi 


Hon, YOu are asked to consider the 


bidding problems below and rank 
lhe calls given in order of prefer- 
ence. For example, if the three calls 
were Pasa, INT' and 24, and you dê- 
ciled that 24 wags best, pass next 
best and INT worst, you should an- 
swer: 1. 24 2, Pass 3,1NT. “ ° 
My apologies if this seems obvi- 
OuS, but on previous occasions 
people who might very well have 
Wan the competition have given just 
One answer to each cjuestion, select- 
Ing only the call they thought best! 
ume that you are playing rub- 
ber bridge at a strong table — part 
ner and the opponents are all good 
playera. You are playing Acol — 


1 
أ‎ 
1 
1 
OW does a "controlled | 
1 
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The United Church of Canada 
will accept homosexuals ag minl. 
ters but Cobb's Hill will not. Andif 
the preacher is to he belleved, i 
will not welcome them as mem. 
bera of the congregation elther, 

Î should not he sutprlaed, 
Until 1994, homosexuality in 
Bermuda waa illegal. The vote ty 
change the law caused mansiye 
controversy and an outpouring 
of vitriolic criticism from funds. 
mentalista, hoth black and 1 
white. Laws may change fast bul 
attitudes do not, 

During the service one 
apeaker voiced the hope that 
Cobb's Hill Church would make 
ita 200th anniversary. Will it 
take that long before the whole 
church realises that the niost 
dangerous “demon” to threaten 
the Christan mesaage is the 
hypocrisy that gives rise to exch 
alon? After all, it was hypocrisy 
that allowed Christians to aup- 
port slavery in the first pluce. 


VCR off. The VCR stops recording | 
when the programme has been in: 
terrupted fur advertisements and 
continues when they erif. — Norman 
D Parry, Zurich, Swiltzeriaul 


HAVE a Japınese VCR dırl cau ui 

aut advertisements, bul only u 
programmes which Are broader 
“bilingually" iı Japanese unl En 
lish. Two signals ar sent siınullinr 
ously, and the viewer selucts Ilr 
one he wanls,. When the connie 
cials arrive the sigual is scl only n 
Jiıpanese, so the video Cul rok 
nise the clınge aul pause until hr 
bilingual signal begins une. ~ 
Greville Ficld, Hiratsuka. japan 


WE read ihat lhe namıe Gary 

derives entirely from the 
popularity of movie actor Lary 
Cooper in the 19-108 and that, 
previously, there were no Garys 
m Britain. 


HE CIIY of Gary Ulnrliana ~ 

but really part of the Chicagv 
SMSA) existed long belore Car! 
Couper. Fort Garry (now Wir 
nipeg) was Lord Selkiırk's conlribır 
lion lo the Scottish migration 
Carıada, I suspect lhat Crary 18 4" 
Angle-Scollish name vf relatively 
ancient origin— Keith Brickutll, 
Winnipeg, Canada 


Any answers? 


G2 anyone cite a few idols 
of this century who are s 
above reproach? — Bob He 


Ripponden, Halifax ۱ 


HAVE heurd that if you pa8S | 

enough clectricily through | 
pickled cucunaber it will glow | 
bright green. If this is true, ho¥ 
do I demonstrate it without 
endangering my life? — Srrsar 
Eisen, Newcastle upon TYRE 


H OW canı I hecupue a gaY 
icon? — Maris Francis, Wallon 
un Thumtes, Stuirrey 


explosion” uyoid blowing UP 
the bomb being made safe? 
— Peler Severs, Dare, Sheffield 
Answers shuuıld be e-mailed to 
weekiy@guardiai.co.uk, faxed 10 
0171/44171-242-0985, or posted 
to The Guarııan Weekly, 75 Far'§ 
don Road, London EC1M 3HC. 
The Best Ever Notes & Queries 1S 
now available, price L8.98 


Soul” and “The Stora ls Paasing 
Over”, I felt comforted that faith 
and determination can tran- 
acend even the worat of 
aoclological and political evils. 
Today, many Bermudians are 
descendants of the first black 
leaders and members of Cobb's 
Hill Church. Indeed, after the 
next election one descendant, 
Jennifer Smith, may well become 
the firat woman premier. 

And yet, in the middle of the 
service, I felt diaquiet. One 
speaker explained the history 
and mentioned that the church 
had recently choaen to break its 
assoclatlon with the United 
Church of Canada. When the 
gueat preacher gave his sermon, 
the reason became abundantly 
clear. The church, he said, must 
resiat “demons” that threaten it 
— those demons are “hiomogex- 
uals and lesbians who cannot be 
fruilful because they carınot 
multiply”. 


0 


PHOT. MIF.E FING 


by the Statute Law Revision and Civil 
Praceclure Act. At this time, the pro- 
cedure was extended to admit defen- 
dants; the limit was raised from £5 Lo 
£25, and both the value of the appli- 
cant's clothing and the subject of the 
dispute werc disregarded; and an acl- 
dilional test excluded applicants with 
an inconte of niore than £1.50 per 
week. It still remained difficult to 
find a willing solicitor until the cur 
reni Legal Aid scheme was set up iı 
1950. — Stephen Humphreys, Ful 
wood, Preston 


FO many’ people has the 
mobile phone already killed 
on the road? 


RECENT report by the Japan 

ese National Police Agency says 
lhai mobile phones causetl 537 traf 
fic aceldetıts it Japan between July 
und Seplenıber this year, resulting 
in five deaths und 754 injuries, — 
Pater J Mallett. Kobe, Japan 


RE YVCRS available that 
skip the adverts? 


ELEUVISION stations in Swiwet- 

kıuel. Germany and Auslria 
trunsınit it VPS signal for each 
prourauune. This ensures that the 
VCR undy recurds the (desired pro- 
grunıme irrvspeclive of whether it 
starts Luo carly or later tıan sehetl- 
ulerl. Af the enrl of the recercling 4 


second VPS signal switches tle 


ےا ا س ا ن ا صد سس س س و ی س ل س ا 
کے سے و و د 


everywhere م‎ McDonald's has reached 
Tiananmen Square lıut not Mongolia or Bermuda 


18 FEATURES 


Letter from Bermuda Elizabeth Jones 
To the gl f blinkered belief 
OVEMBER 17, 1996, to listening and worahippin £ What is remarkable ia that 
N Bermuda’s Cobb's Hill outside. In 1800, the Reverend | Fraserwas himself a slave. His 
Mcthodiat Church held its | John Stephenson, the firat missionary work attracted the 
anniversary service exactly 169 | Wesleyan missionary to notice of Esten, who in 1825 
years after it was completed and | regularly preach in Bermuda, sold to the slaves a plot of land 
declicated. was fincd £50 and imprisoned for 10 shillings so that their 
The building itself ls simply for six months because he had dream of a church could become 
constructed with grey-palnted committed the “crime” of reality. Under Fraser’s supervl- 
walls, green waodon shuttera, a preaching to slaves and to “free slon, they toiled mostiy through 
white-ridged roof and a rather men of colour™". He waa de- moonlit nigbts and during the 
squnt stone apire lef unpainted, | fended, albeit unauccessfully, odd hoiiday. They cut the stone 
As ja customary in Bermuda. by John Christie Esten, a lawyer, | from nearby quarries, and 
Hııt the sign affixed to the gate- who later became Bermuda's women and children helped by 
way gives the cluc to the power- chief justice. carrying the stone blocks on 
ful story of the church's history. În 1818 a young evangelist, their hends, shoulders and backs. 
It says: “Dedicatecl to (he Glory j Edward Fraser, came to There was no moon the night 
of Gad. Built by Staves in the Bermırda from Barbados ancl of this year's anniversary, but in 
Moonlight." preacltred to the slaves encourag- | spite of the blustery weather the 
Slıves in Bermuda were oflen | ing them to bulld thcir own simple wooden pewa were 
forbidden from nitending church | church. He was later to become packed, Aa I listened to the 


gospel hymns, “Consider my 


ج ہچمچ ب سے ا 


RR 
Here, there but not quite 


The listener identifies the wrong 
physical source of the voice through 
an illusion crealed by the ventrilo- 
quist. While the dummy or puppet 
iş allegedly talking, the ventriloquist 
articulates speech without moving 
lips or jaw, and holds the mouth 
slighlly open so thal souncl escapes 
yet movements are ııot readily visi- 
ble. Humans are easily fooled when 
visual and auditory signals confict. 
The listener connects the talking 
with any mouth-like object whose 
movements are coordinated with 
the voice: a sock puppet will clo; sû 
will a nore elaborate dunımy. — Jan 
AMfacKay. Oltawa, Ontario, Canada 


ING Henry VII set up a 

court for the poor which 
charged no feces and gıuw'c free 
legal aid. Is this court still in ex- 
istence; if not, when was İt abol- 
ished, ıund can İt be resurrected? 


ENRY FH inbtoduced ile iu 
fuad paitpcis rucelure in 
I145. iis allawed plaintiffs worth 
less n E {which inclurletl rll 
inp) lo briny thir vase lo the higher 
courts If they cuuld fin i lawyer 
williug to umlerlake their cane anl 
to issue té certfvate to thal vifeu, 
The certificate com mw ınark (Up. 
The plaintifl wold be expected lo 
pay any xpenses sich us wiliusşes’ 
Iriavel costs. IH the plaintiff won 
ıare lin E, there would alsı be 
YoU COoxls vf at leasl E4. 
‘Jhe {4F Acl was replacedl iıı IAS 


an ordained minister. 


with the resull thant lhey resorted 


Notes & Queries Joseph Harker 


ZBHEKISTAN lias  Korenn 

burgers, Turkish burgers and 
downriglıt Inedible burgers but as 
yet no McDonalcl's. And [ don't 
believe thal the company has 
branchecl o1 into Kazakhstan, 
Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan or’ Tajik: 
istan either. — Enna Webb, Uniled 
Nations. Tashkent, Uzbekistan 


HERE is no McDonakl's in 

Ecuador but there have been 
acdlvcertisements recently seeking 
irıvexlors with $1.5 million to start a 
frnnchise. — fen AfacHarg, Quito. 
Eenador 


HERE is ın McDonald's in Sri 
Lankiti — is this paradise? — 
fysan Hilbouric, (SC, Sri Lanka 


IRVINA — Ken Frank, lamir, 
Trerkey 


AN ventîlogquists “throw” 
their voices? lf genuine, how 
is the phenomenon achieved? 


HE HUMAN ear has two basic 

methurls of locating the source 
of a sound, The [irst involves the dif 
ference in the lire of arrival of the 
leading edge of a sound at the two 
ears. The souncl is presumed to be 
nearer the eur thal hears it first, 
There is nothing a ventriloquist can 
do to subvert this mechanisnı. 

The other metharl is based an the 
slıape of tlhe pinna, the external 
fleshy protuberance often relerred 
to û8 the "ear". Ht is asymmetrical, 
aul has very different frequency- 
response clıaracteristics lı (liffereutt 
lirevtions. By noling the frequency 
“nvelupe of û sounil in ciaclı ear, and 
comparing tt with an iuterıiıl 
"ideal" vemiun of Ihe sound, the lis 
lr Nn work oul whellur lv 
sune cime from the left or righ1, 
front ur bck, and whether frou 
above er bebe er vel. 

By cirefully slugiing the freguer- 
cies pronlced by Hie vice, a ventrîl- 
oguisl can, im principle, minir lr 
frequency rnvolipe ce d voie canı 
ug Irom a Jirevtiuna other then the 
real ow, Ob Course, a Yentilur[Uis 
wlio is a performer is just it likely 
lo use SREY terh gu, nuvlı 


a> mislirecion aul shoer shim 
iN SDaipp, dts he tx lee us dif felt iuuel 
capex Vou cotHrol. — Richarel 
ffs, . rtm, Uassdchttertts, Srl 


ntin 


HICH countries do not 
have any NMcDonald'y? 


ONGOLI has na McDorualel's, 

“here are several possihle rea- 
sons: Big Macs don't cunlain neurly 
euuBgl, grease nel arc tau tender for 
Mungolian {asl milam, guit, valk 
and cael burgers have yut to be in 
veel; and Mongolian ıieal simply’ 
isles fon good. However, wr can 
just ser the Mctroal haked in İLs uwn 
skin ovr rerl-hut stones taking off if 
uly McDonild's hud the iritiative. 
— David Hollingworth and Elizabeth 
Hughes, Ulannhaafar, Mongolia 


las nu McDonalil's.‏ ا ا 
However, therein lies a story‏ 
worlhy of Gilbert and Sullivan. Sore‏ 
JÛ vyuars ago, Rentucky Friel‏ 
Chicken sneaked ino Bermusrla.‏ 
Hurrified clefenelers sf the "Britisl"‏ 
image banneatl further francliises, [n‏ 
the Jate eighties, NIcDonaldl's uperued‏ 
ın the US base, and the US Navy Je‏ 
cidletl to allow Bernıwudians acces‏ 
unte a week to sample the wares,‏ 
The base was closed in 1995. and‏ 
with I went McDonalcl’s.‏ 
A few months laler, ihe preınier‏ 
ùf 13 years resignetl (foilowing the‏ | 
dleleat of his independence referen-‏ 
dum} and within weeks il was‏ 
announced that he had bern given‏ ' 
perınission lo set up a cunıpany’ to‏ 
operate McDonald's. There was‏ ! 
uulrage.‏ ' 
A former Jeputy premier then‏ |1 
bruugbt a bill to parliament banning‏ ' 
Jll fiatiootd franchises inclutling,‏ ' 
relruictiyvely, McDonalds. This‏ ' 
pase] the Hause with lhe assis-‏ 1 
ince ot (he oppesilipn and a group‏ ; 
of "rebel" MPs. The Sena defeated‏ 1 
the bill, su il hen arl lo go bitck tö‏ 
the House. Iu kute Nuoveınber tlie’ bill‏ ' 
e up for liscussiun. As (he spon-‏ | 
sı wis nut i lhe bmise tle‏ 
Speaker rew out the bill. Angel sı‏ . 
Bermudian has nu McDonald's, but‏ . 
ii hoy uch louir? — Yr‏ 
Mimous, Hes atau‏ | 
1 
FANE FERGOUSON is ù le aut‏ 
ul dale {Decemlwr IF, Iucliii's‏ 1 
tirs MC Donalls opened in Delhi iu‏ ` 
i teher J is the world tist beef‏ 
I roe McCDonadils, I lil i Mahara‏ 
I Ale, mle wil nl, — Nik‏ 
Whither, Givucra, Seiler rid‏ 


سس 
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Irish nostalgia stirred 
by a tornado of hymns 


Mass one Sunday evening ihis 
spring and found the congregation 
singing the old hymns. Tlese have 
long been superseded by inept at 
tempts al swinging hymns, which 
gel a very lukewarm reception. 
Kearns went looking for a record of 
the old hymns and was astonished to 
find they had never been recorcled. 

When he mut his idea to five 
Dublin record companies, they 
thought it was “lunatic” for modern 
Ireland. So with five other business- 
men, and later a deal with Irish tele- 
vinion, he launchecl his CD. And the 
pious tornado struck, 

The Ilymns have been given 
classy lreatment: a 51-piece orches- 
tra, clrumı rolls, harp and glocken- 
speils; Irank Paiterson, tenor, 
Regin:ı Nathan, soprano. 

Although superficially thc affair 
bears all the hallmarks of funda- 
ınentalist hype, il is not. Neither ls 
it cununercîal hype: the promotion 
was nıudesl. The CD's success was 


MUSIC 
Peter Lennon 


AINT Ignatius Loyola could not 

have put if more jesuitically. 
“The record expresses the faith of 
the people, not the faith of the 
Church or the clergy,” said John 
Kearns, attempting to explain the 
staggering success of his Faith Of 
Our Fathers CD, a collection of 
Catholic hymns that went straight to 
number one in the Irish charts. 

With 35,000 copies sold in the 
first week, and total sales now at 
60,000, the CD is heading for 
quintuple platinum by Irish 
standarcls. Now Faith Of Our Fa- 
ther's is sleaming towards a perfor- 
mance version in January atl Tlie 
Point in Dubliı — tlie garganluan 
venue of lasl year's Eurovision 
Song Contest. 

Inilially il was {bhoughl thut the: 
success of (lıe record nuigh1 bé dire 


The gral debate in [related is 


pitlely, brug to is Koes — or 
sl esli. ohn Kearns amel his 
artner, Bernard Henncl, dls 1 
iie AÛ sro, mv ilir Lint 
tt is uniquely dahon noslalgin. 

Tt reminds [mople”, Bernwlt 
sid, "ol a siuple timé when yin 
haclun't got al the things (hat are 
being llke] ahcut now — a purer. 
easier time for penple.” 

The difference is thal in those 
tines, those good oll days, the hor- 
rars that we are only now discover- 


سے 
س“ — 


ing were actually lıappening. "But 


The Catholic clergy 
have even taken to 
recommending the 
CD from the altar 


they were not in the public 
domain," Bennett said, steadfast to 


Jesuit tradition. 


Rather than nostalgia, a better 
word to describe what is happening 
is addiction. This looks like a con- 
vulsive, and genuinely sponta- 
neous, reaching-out by generations 
hooked on religion who, betrayed 
by their Church leaders, were 
obliged to go cold turkey on their 
spiritual habits. They were gasping 
for a fix of the old purities, 

“An association with the Church 
or hierarchy’ would actually detract 
fromı the appeal,” Kearns said. 

So the country is performing the 
interesting intellectual gymnastic of 
singing hymns while pretending 
this has nothing to do with religion. 
Or at least thè nervous promoters 
are wary of having the clergy on 
their side. 

Bul Inevitably the clcrgy are 
getting in on the act: recommend- 
ing Faith Of Our Fathers from the 
altar, referring to it at funerals. In 
the maternity ward of Hollis Street 
Hospital, it is piayêèd all day. 

Now the CD is heading for The 
Point, Rlverdancing old=time reli- 
gion back into fashion: 


Falth Of Our Fathers, RTE CD 198, 
IR £14.99 O 


clearly consumer-clriven. There was 
A Tuge untappecl market. Some 
peuple are buying lalfl a dozen 
cnpies Al u me le sencl to fanuily 
abrertel. 


whether this is a religious rovival — 
which altıns ose’ wher hope a 
pressive Church had been, ipprer- 


But the monks’ stately warbliny 


the 17 lusty hymns, saturate iu 
pirly, pulriulism aud xenophobia — 
suclı as Fo Jess Hroart All Burning, 
Faith Of Our Uuhers, Hail Curious 
SI Patrick — to which the public is 
respon. 

Onev igiuin Irish C ithoulics' Hert 
i belo putevutinı “n spite rit 
dungeun, lire and sword" cart be 
clebrued. hry can loser Len 
eves in KrUESuE Ulus of salvit 
tion — "Deep in Thy wounds, Lordl, 
bile aul sheller me" — anl (hey 
can put lheir divided ecnunry’ bark 
in the tender care of a Welslıman, 
glorious St Patrick. 

The publicity frankly iderıtifies 
what iş being evoked: "De Valera's 
Ireland . .. the passion of the GAA... 
the unique position of the Church in 
every aspect of irish life of the 
1940s and 19503." 

De Yalera's Ireland, with its op- 
pressive film, book and newspaper 
cengorship, was a country that had 
put the outside world in quarantine. 
The Gaelic Athletic Association car- 
ried xenophobia to the demented 
lengths of forbidding ils members 
(currently three-quarters of a mil- 
lion) to play “foreign games" (soc: 
cer, rugby, cricket etc) or even look 
at forelgn games. 

As for the Church, at a time when 
its congregation sang of heroically 
defending their faith “in spite of 
dungeon, fire and sword”, the only 
persecution taking place was being 
meted out by the repressive, all 
powerful clergy, aa recent revel 
ations of institutionalised sexual 
abuse and sadism by priests, Christ 
ian Brothers and nuns have estab- 
lished, (By te end of last year, 13 
out of 26 Irish dioceses had to 
conlend with cases of child sexual 
abuse, alleged or proven. In March 
of this year it was the nuns’ turn, 
with cases of Gothic cruelly in 
orphanages.) 

So is this phenomenon lhe fruit of 
subterranean manoeuvring by the 
Church to tap the loyalty of the 
faithful and win them back? Curl- 
ously, the clergy had nothing to do 
with it— at the outset at least, 

“From the beginning,” sald John 
Kearns, a 37-year-old Dublin mort 
gage manager whose iden it was, 
"out intention wis,’ Î should not say 
to remove İt from the Church, but to 
keep it separate from the Church.” 


He got the idea when he went to 


to the tasteful Gregorian chanling of 
the monks of CGlenstal Abbey, win 
appear tlıree mes. 


hax frequemMly bien recardecl. Il is 


Hesse-Honegger 
uses art to ahow how 

radiation haa led to 
genetic damage in insects 


bance in insecis rising to 15.3 per 
cent near the plants. 

"Disturbances happen all the 
time, of course, but not in the 
patterns I have observed. The high- 
est damage is around the three 
plants and the prevailing wind 
direction from them . .." It will take 
18 months to complete the 40 
paintings: each one takes one and a 
half weeks. "The time is right to do 
i. Ten years have passed since 
Chernobyl. In 1987-88 they said 
only 30 people died — they can no 
longer get away with statements 
like that.” 

In April this year, on the tenth 
anniversary of the explosion, an 
article in the magazine Nature 
noted that scientists examining famı- 
ilies in the path of the radioactive 
plume from Chernobyl have found 
the firat evidence that radiation 
damage to one generation could be 
passed on. Yuri Dubrova of the Vav- 
ilov Institute in Moscow, and Sir 
Alec Jeffreys, the British pioneer of 
genetic fingerprinting, found that 
genetic mutations occur twice as 
often in children of parents exposed 
to the fallout. “To our great surprise 
we did indeed find an effect at really 
low doses of radiation,” observed 
SirÃlec. 

Hesse-Honegger’s insect studies 
may yet prove to have been created 
with the prophetic insight of the 
artist. 


After Chanobyl; paintings bY 
Cornella Hasse-Hornegger is at the 
Universlty Museum, Parks Road, 
Oxford unili January 10. The 
Future's Mirror, palntlnge frorn the 
au series; ls at Tulile House, 
Carlisle untill January 19 : 


\ 


evolutionary process,” she says. 
"There would have to be controlled 
experiments, comparing exposed 
groups and control groups.” 

The Austrian Minister of Culture 
invited Hesse-Honegger to show in 
Vienna, and her work has now been 
seen throughout Europe. Jon 
Bewley, director of Locus +, the art 
organisation which brought her work 
to England, first saw it, he recalls, 
*in an Italian fashion magazine”. As 
soon as he saw her pictures, they fit- 
ted so well with the aim of Locus +, 
to show artists’ work dealing with 
contemporary issues, that he went 
straight to Zurich to invite her to ex- 
hibit. “Perhaps artists dare more ... 
the art world goes further in propos- 
ing analytical models of society,” 
Hesse-Honegger observes. 

She, too, has had to dare to con 
tinue her work, and, listening to 
her, the strain is evident. Lecturing 
in Oxford she came across as angry, 
emotional. She has learned to mis- 
trust, almost despise, the scientific 
establishment which is still her pro- 
fessional base, “Scientific truth i5 
only one way of describing complex 
reality," she sald. “The scientific 
model is determined by liberal intel- 
lectuals, mostly men . . . even If a 
study is made according to tradi 
tional scientific methods — who de- 
cides whether a question is 
important or not? Truth is only mea 
sured by actual human standards ... 

Earlier, İ had asked where all this 
was leading her. “I have no idea. I 
just do my work,” was the reply. She 
is currently making a study of the 
Swiss canton of Aargau where there 
are three nuclear power plants and 
one research plant. She claims to 
have discovered a rate of distur- 
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Flies in the facê, of adversity; 


Lynn MacRitchie meets 
an artist challenging the 
scientific establishment 
through her watercolours 


ORNELIA Hesse-Honegger 
makes watercolour paintings 

of insects. They are meticu- 
lous and beautiful, but are they 
scientific data or works of art — and 
what difference does their defini 
tion make to how we, the viewers, 
respond to them? 

The reasons these questions 
cluster unresolved nbout her work 
is because she paints insects which 
she believes have been deformecl 
by exposure to racliation around 
nuclear power plants. Rejected as 
evidence hy scientists, her work is 
now gaining international recogni- 
tion on the fine ar't circuit. 

Her pictures are intended to tell a 
slory — but thc interpretalion of 
that story has differed violently 
depending on the context in which 
they lıave been seeıı, A professional 
scientific illustrator who has spent 
ihe past 25 years working in the 
Depariment of Zwology at the 
University of Zurich, she began her 
independent insevl studies shortly’ 
afler lhe explosiun it Chernobyl) in 
198i. She specialised iıı painting the 
nulalions sufferwl by fruil [lies 

Pxposed to huge :imounts Of radiit- 
lon in laborulury oxperimenls. 
Afr Chernobyl, she felt "le wiıole 
of nulure bad berne a labuorulory'". 
During her vacitinn, she visilerl 
Swutlen, which hirl suffered high 
FXposurv to radlivaclive finll-out. 
There, a5 well as damaged insects, 
she also found plants which had 
changed colour or had deformed 
leaves, 

She showed her paintings and the 

insect specimens to some of the 
scientists with whom she worked. 
"Nobady had any interest. One said 
it could not be fall-out. One said I 
should see a psychiatrist because 
anyone who went looking for 
deformed bugs must have a psycho- 
logical problem." The enıbarrass- 
ment of her scientist colleagues, 
when confronted with her findings, 
made her determined to continue. 
“1 am not a scientist, but the scien” 
lists were not doing this work,” she 
told me. "It seemed I had been 
given this burden, I had to take it, to 
work it out . . .” 
„ So she decided to work from her 
insûncts, to do what her emotions 
told her was right. She began what 
wa§ to become a global pilgrimage, 
collecting and painting specimens of 
bugs from the vicinity of nuclear 
Power plants throughout Europe 
and the US, 

She wrote and illustrated two arti 
cles about her findings which were 
publiahed in a Swiss Sunday news- 
paper. She said exposure to even 
low levels of radiation such as occur 
around nuclear power plants might 
cause genetic damage. The bugs 
she found had feelers missing, 
Wings deformed and bodies mis- 
shapen. While sone mutations, of 
colour for example, could be caused 

things such as pesticide sprays, 
the asymmetries she recorded sug- 
gested morphological change, 
caused by genetic damage. 
sclentist who knows Hesse- 

Honeggers work and has herself 

studied tte (proven) effects of radi 

aon on conifers at Chernobyl 
urges caution, however. “There I8 
alwaya difficulty in proving whether 

Morphological change is due to 

lation exposure or to the normal 
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evenings Î have ever spent in any 
opera house. What struck me then 
was how, at the heiglıt of his pow. 
ers, Domingo could develop anl ex. 
tend his interpretation of the Moor 
so magnificently. Even in 198, 
Damingo's Otello was the stuff ofin. 
stant legencls, but Lhe 1987 perfor. 
ımiaıces revealed an cven darker 
and nıore lraygic lue to the always 
slong, supple and generously | : 
Lonecl voice. Domingo in Otella gl 
ways mikes me think of brightly 
burnished copper, shining and 
welghly al une antl lhe same tine, 

Thal wouldl have been enough for 
most siugers, but Doningo lias al 
ways Pressel on into new {êr'rilory. 
Tristan remains, the grralesxt uf all 
Ileldenlêénor peaks, cleametl of bul 
iS yet unscaledl. To sing il woul pul 
Domingo in ihe select grup of 
singers — Melchior, Vinay ind 
Vickers — who were greal Olellos | , 
and greal Tristans, He vuuld du il | i 
Anctl 1 hope he still will. | 

Î clon't say that those who slick lu 
the tried and tesîed are lser 
artists because of iL, I will sirnol¥ say 
this. Wlıo else woulrl cvon think of 
undertaking suel ù runge of roles 
today? An¢l wlio sings any of the kty 
ones better (han he dues? He is nol 
jusl the besl Otello, Don Carlo and 
Radames. Fle is also the besl Pari 
fal Î have ever heard, better ven 
than Siegfried Jerusalenı. 

His rendering uf Wintersliirn 
was almast like a cuncert ariiı biı 
was absolulely exemplary nune tli 
less, It fell utkl Lo hear Wiıgler UNF 
like this. Bul then it is uclcl, unique . 
even. Lontlon Wagner nucliences ' 
have not hearcl such beautiful inl 
effortless legato singing Irum 3 
tenur for years. For once, Lhuugh 
here was a Wagner {enor wl? nol 
only sang every note exavlly in 
tune, bul sang i1 with plırasing andl 
line. Domingo remindled us thal | 
Wagner's tenor parts are not dll’ : 
ally written to be barkecl and battled 
with, but lo be sung, caressed, ald. 
yes, even enjoyecl. Let us hope (het 
there will be more Wagner from 
lim in future seasons. 


here, and the 20th different part he 
has sung at Covent Garden. 

The contrast between the two 
roles — fronı a fulkhearted lyric lal- 
ian part to a stamina-sapping Wag- 
nerian Helclentenor' role — tells you 
a lot abaut Domingo. In fact, I ttiink 
it tells you why he is the most ad- 
mirable opera singer of recent 
times. He is always willing to try 
something new. 

The 20 roles he has sung at 
Covent Garden are predominantly 
roles that the great tenors af lis 
iypée woulcl haye sung in their own 
careers al any lime this century. 
Three-qiréuters of them are Italian, 
mainly Verdi ancl Puccini, lhouglı 
witlı ù couple of Giordanos thrown 
in. Four are Frenclı roles, including 
Dun José in Carmen, a part in which 
he excels. It is the sort of list of 
paris that Caruso would have sung. 

I have lıearl abnut half of (hem, 
nıl (or me the greal highlights have 
overwhelmingly been Domingu's 
Verdi roles, Ile is, many woull say, 
the Verdi tenor of {he age. If one 
were to ınake a really crurlê corn- 
parison belween the {wo most fil- 
mous lenors of the era, Î woııll say 
thal Pavaralti is the supreme Puc- 
cini singer and Domingo the chanı- 
pion iıı Verdi. 

Partly this is because he looks so 
good in these roles. The two 
Domingo roles that stay with me 
down the years are botlı late Vercli 
parts. He sang Radames in Aida 
rarely in Lonutloın, but the perfor- 
mıance Î cauglu at Covent Garden irı 
the 197s was a connoisseurs OCCa- 
sion, wilh Lhe young Doıningo caj»- 
luring lhe clranıa andl encompassing 
the role as no one since, 

Few who have experiencecl it wil] 
dleny that the greatest of all his roles 
was, ancl still is, Otello. Domingo 
first sang the part at Covent Garden 
in 198û0 wilh Mnrgaret Price as 
Desdemona, conducted by Carlos 
Nleiber. 

Seven years later, he returned 
with Kleiber to give a series of per- 
formances, repeated in 1990, which 
were for me the most wonderful 
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Tenor for my thoughts 


PHOTO’ NEIL USBBERT 


singing a role he has never per- 
formed in London at all, and which 
he has only rarely sung anywlıere 
else. And what a role. Siegmund in 
Die Walküre, Domingo's first Lon- 
don Wagner, lıis first Germanic role 


Domingo as Otello at Covent Garden 1987 


1 


firellî's indestı'uclible Tosca is cur- 
rently lıaving iis umpteenth revival. 
But Doıminga is no longer really a 
Cavaradossî. Instead, he clıose to 
conduct one performance of Tosca 
and to mark his anniversary by 


Placido Domingo is the 
Verdi tenor of the age, 
writes Martin Kettle. 
And he hasn't stopped 
for a quarter of a century 


E GO back a bit, Platidla 
Druingo and ue. { havé 
alwys known — Wl 


coutlê frget such a Lhing? — binu I 
earl him in his clebul rule al 
Covent Guren 2f ycars age (lis 
munulh. But Û hacin't reulisexl until I 
chrekrl hat Fwis iwrltuilly here on 
Ile very vig, DMecembur' 8. I71, 
when Deoniinago first slegped on tu 
Hie stage in Bow Street and sik 
Cavaralossi iu Tosti, 

î qıuarler ûJ ù CeDtlIry igo I wis 
jil Eling into oper. Û wits pTDD:t- 
ly ny fı sf Tisva of all, Î was young 
atl (arilleel. Dorninge was younpgish 
(hîs exact age has always berry a Dil 
ul a ınyslery) ind thrilling. I sa1 ir 
lhe rls ial iv opera. Ile betaine 
uy Het of lho opolri, 

Tu afraid that Domingo alsu 
lurued ıe il lı peran ner, | keypit 
ihe programme from tat first night 
ah, the shine of it, ve Kept inust 
progriitınes eyr SihUe, But at lest 
$ med that this month, when Ii 
nalecd it, there il was, fled in the 
righ place. December 3, 197L. The 
2Ma Covent Garden Tosca. 
fiwynelh Joncs in the tile role. 
Kass Jaskalis as Scarpia. Ancl 
Domilugo i15 Cavaradlassi. 

I have two (istincl manorits uf 
how Domingr sang 1hat night it 
Frinco Zuffirelli's famous jırocluc- 

tun. [Î rermerıber how amply his 
tenor soured across the orchestra in 
Recandila Armonia in Act One and 
Tll never forgel his prodigiously ex- 
tended cries of Vittoria in Ari Two. 

Twenly-five yuars on, Dorningo 
celebrated his 1971 debut with a 
single performance this month at 
Covent Garten. As il happens, Zef 


procluction), Cannes with Mike 
Leigh's Secrets And Lies (largely 
financed by the French) and further 
plaudits for Danny Boyles 
Trainspotting, Michael Winlerbot 
tom's Jude and Peler Greenawa¥' 
The Pillow Book. : 

There was one odd excepllol 
Danish director Lars von Trier 
brilliant Breaking The Waves, made 
in English in Scotland and starring 
Emily Watson, quite brilliant In her 
first major screen role. But the huge 
success of Trainspotting, which oul 
did all but the biggest Hollywood 
blockbusters in Britain, and Sense 
And Sensibility, which did similar 
business with a rather different û 
dience, shouldn't blind anyone 
the fact that it is still far too difficul 
to get British films distributed proF 
erly in their own country. 

If you look at the year's superl 
cially healthy British box-office fig: 
ures, you'll find that the SIX ınost 
popular Hollywood movies 0 
well over 5Û per cent of the none!" 
Not a good sign. When Inclepel 
dence Day gets 450 prints in Brilan 
alone and Secrets And Lies only 
there is clearly an imbalance ® 
some sort. . ا‎ 

Lottery. money and increa 
production funds are not eof 
Distribution and exhibition have ® 
be seriously acldressed. They 
most certainly won't be, whiclıeYêf 
gnverniuent is inslalled nexl ¥" 


| Nor will the censorship furore f 


causecl Davicl Cronenberg's C r 
to be, banned.— we lıavent € 
the last of Hıat yet. 


Finclıer's Seven, a violent but hold- 
ing thriller camped up with literary 
references and darkly memorable 
visual cffects. 

Wayne Wang and Paul Auster's 
Smoke, Mike Figgis's Leaving Las 
Vegas, Oliver Stone's uneven bul 
highly watchable Nixon and Todel 
Haynes's Safe make up the list of 
good US filnıs. Of these, Safe — 
seen by hardly anyone, but a truly 
inıpressive tale of a woman suffer- 
ing froın an acutely plıysical forn1 of 
ME — seemed to me one of the 
very best films of the year. 


HE SUDDEN death of 

Krzysztof Kiéslowski effec- 

tively murderecl any thoughts 
of the kind of significant European 
revival lıe instigated. It was left to 
Clnude Sautet and Eric Rohnıer, two 
French veterans, and Bigas Lınas 
and Pedro Almodévar, lwo eccentric 
Spanish lalenls, to hold up the flag 
of non-Englisi-speaking European 
films here. Rohmer's A Summer's 
Tale antl Sautet's Nelly And Mon- 
sier Arnaud werc class efforls 
from maslers al their trade, wlıile 
Almodivar's Flower Of My Secret 
wis a welcome return to forın and 
Lunas lunatic Tit And The Moon 
was a§ ironic a sexual fanlasy A4 
vver imagined by a pornographer 


un lhe ınake (wiıich Lunas is. defi . 


uitely nol}. 


But it was geuerally left to {he 


Brits tu save things for Europe, 
witch they did by winning the 


Berlin Festival wih Sense Ancl Sen- . 


sibilily (ıvlually an Anglo-American 


paid millions), Brad Pitt {Seven, 
Twelve Monkeys}, Samuel Jackson 
(never bad, in a lot of movies), and 
Sean Penn (Dead Man Walking). 

Two people reinvented them- 
selves — Madonna (as a lookalike 
Eva Perûn in Evita) and Eddie Mur- 
phy (as the fatso in the highly suc- 
cessful The Nutty Professor, afler a 
sirîng of failures), Newcomers to 
startlom included George Clooney 
(Fron Dusk Till Dawn ancl now as 
the new Batman), Matthew Mc- 
Conaughey {A Time To Kill. Lonë 
Star), Kate Winslet (Sense Arnıd Sen- 
sibility, jucle) and Ewan McGregor 
(Trainspotling, Eınına, The Pillow 
Book). 

But when all is said and done 
about star power, onc can only find 
a very lew even ncar top quality 
Americın films. And. of ilhese, 
lhartlly any were properly Holly- 
wool prrdluct. There was Martin 
Sworseses Casino, which proved 
that Sliarait Storie could perfor as 
well as look sexy; there was Michacl 
Mann's impressive Heat, wlıich 
gave De Niro ind Pacino a cline 
lo act cnl anl mottse together for 
the first (ind jrossibly last) time, 
and (herv was Dead Man Walking, 
in mtelligent altack oun (he Amıeri- 
can clesîre for vengeance ilfitilist 
crinıinals, preferably by cleatlı. 

There wis als Fargo, one of Ihe 
besl fils e Coen brothers lave 
pradlucerl since Boul Simple. And 
lol Styles, great uan of lhe Amer- 
cun intkpenilenl wene, wrote dud 
ilirecivrd Jone Slar, his best for 
some fine. Iu: surprise was David 


Dependence days 


The most successful of all was In- 
dependence Day wlıicls, at the last 
count, has raised $306 million in 
Anıerica anl $391 million in the resl 
of the world. Why so? Well, the very’ 
skilful and expensive hype con- 
tributed. So did the facl lhal it vas 
patrintic, feelgoocl and spectacular. 

The olber huge swingers of lle 
sumnler were Mission: Îrmpossible, 
Twister, The Rock and The Nutlly 
Professor, wih Eraser’ ancl the ani- 
malecdd Hunchback Of Noire Dame 
not far behingl. Fach of 1hese filnıs 
had produclion budlgels of around 
ar more than SAC million, and none 
of therı could possibly be sail ta be 
iı any way meınorable from the 
moment yuu lefl the cinema, 

No, it was nol a oul year for 
qualily in Hollywaatt, though you 
could certainly say that (he City af 
Dreams Rnnıget, most of {he line, 
tu bisk in he glory uf one movir or 
aHher thal gave world nuchences, 
if ıt critics, exactly what they apr 
pearucl lé witril. 

Aull wirıt of fhe slits? As usual, 
sol wet low it some went Uj 
lhe pwceking oreor. Domi fourt 
(Striptease, Greene Divis (Out 
Turoat Island aul e Long Kiss 
indnighl, Renn Keeves {wis 
Spo a Like? iucl Julia Rubrrls 
Mary Reilly) went rywn. Ancl up 

vu Nicukıs Cage {lvaving [ast 
Vigis, lor which he gol the Oscalr, 
ud Jhe Rock, for which he wis 


Derek Malcolm takes 
a sceptical look back 
at the movies of 1996 


HAVE recenlly seen Barbra 

Sıreisand's The Mirror Has Two 

Faces, in which our beloved if 
narcissistic star is supposed to 
spend three-quarters of a long 
movie hoking like an Ugly Duck- 
ling and the lasl quarier ike Cin- 
derella at tlıe ball. The fact that she 
aclually 1ooks quite pretty as the 
duckling and fairly awful tarted up ûi 
la Hollywood as Cinderella docsn't 
alter tbe fact that The Mirror Has 

Two Faces rxpresses almost per- 

feclly my cxperirnces as a [ilm eritic 

during 1. 

Tiree quirters uf lhe 1me il wi 
i bil like’ purgalary, One quarter cf 
lhe fine il wis, if nal heaven, aut 
lis better {han going to the office 
very diy. UH wos, in fact, it woeirrl 
yar iu which Hollywood prudlucel 
ıu boyy of films thal hil Ihe box- 
office with such iı caller that they 
may well figure in fhe lisls of all- 
liane popular successes. Unfortu 
nHely, nasil of thetn appear lu hı 
brrineleinl. 

The clkiraclers wore plaslie, tle: 
scrvenphkuys siimuly a kilor of pet- 
ting them fron one piece of iirtienı 
to inotlıer, art oply lhe spociil ef 
fects wert lef to entertain mone 
who acliqirea populir fils, 


ا ن س مض ت س مف س ت --. یه 
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LLI PAE fa SIAL, il LE HH 


win osperalely in love wih a 
un iı Îrish public le, Al U 
hus about Ue rellinuslip Dm 
tren Lhe we Slils aro smbvor tul 
bere. Eopland lungs Tor lrelantl; lr 
lanl is fhe rong pirlir. Je 
rel 1 lika bet was Uilrick 
Mcbratl's Asylum IYiking. ELH, 
wileh dlse dels wih le paver of 
pai, Jhe story, whicl is tibun 
willness and dvk destruction, is 
wld iı û j'use which is cuol and 
Plufuent, full uf wonder] »enn- 
lentes antl superb ironies, I lsu ntl 
mired Anthony CÛronin's Sunıucl 
Beckett: The Last Niodernist 
(HarperCollins, £29. Cronin writes 
with great insight not only on Beck- 
ells Irish background, bul on lis 
sirange and slow evolution a» an 
arlist. 


John Ryle 


How Many People Can the Earth 
Support by Joel E Cohen (W W 
Norton, £22.50) is an evemlıanded 
and humane consideration of the 
big, worrying question. The 
Spears of Twilight: Life and 
Death in the Amazon Jungle by 
Philippe Descola (HarperCollins, 
£2N, a magisterial work by a 
French ethnologist in the tradition 
of Claude LeviStrauss, eclipses 
other South American rainforest 
travelogues. A Glimpse of Hell, 
edited by Duncan Forrest (Cassell, 
£12.99), a compilation of Amnesly 
International reports on torlure, İs 
horrible but necessary, not a bed- 
sikle book. The Oxford Guide to 
Contemporary Wriding {OUP 
£20) edited by John Sturrock, per- 
forms a useful, difficult task with 
aplomb. : 
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From biographies to flights of fancy, critics and writers dwell on their favourite titles of 1996 


It never rains but it pours 


Tom Paulin 


Anthony Julius's coım- 
pelling, indleed 
Jacerating 
critical 


Ant- 
Semitism 
and Literary 
Form 
(Cambridge, 
£13.95) was 
almost ig- 
nored after" 
its publica- 
tun, then a 
lidaıl wave uf 
reviows 
began. 
Chrislupher 
Ricks's nap 
nificenl edi- 
lini ut try 
Biol puns, 
Invenlons 
of ıe March 
Hare ifaber, 
CID, brings 
into (he liglit of rly 
work which auyone whu 
tires Lhiul's pevlry will hu 
grieful lor. Miroslav Holub's nalivr 
Filson — iS "infitely eruukal 
Svls" — is vvuked iı Supposed 
To Fly (Bloudlaxe Books, BD, 
Charicterislicully, Iulul) oexlrills 
lyricism frum As denial, He's ù e 
mus. Cemarship in lis IKUiye 
Carchoslovakit during th [FFU 
preven Ur publication ol Hull's 
boeks ere, In Britain, lifer’ 
sHMCUDIES works ke & Celtsor. 


Beatrix Campbell 


Worldly Goods (Macmillan, £31), it 
ravishing study of the Renaissance 
by that rather Renaissance, radical 
woınan, Professor Lisa Jartline. 
Reservatlon Blucs (Minerva, 
£6.19 by Sherman Alexie, whose 
book in memory of the legendary 
blues singer Robert Johnson is a 
supple, sliimnmering novel about 
music, slamina and sacred encoun- 
ters in the desert. BUlie Holiday by 
Stuart Nicholson (Indigo, £7.94 
pbk), revisiting the reputation of the 
great singer as a musical revol- 
utionary. 


W L Webb 


New Europe, new history? In fact, 
Europe: A Hiatory (Oxford, £25) 
is the story of the old, true Europe 
lost to sight during our long, politi- 
cally induced amnesia, and now bril- 
liantly recovered by A J] P Taylor's 
brightest pupil, Nornıan Davies, an- 
other sardonic Lancasirian and mas- 
ter of the short sentence. This is 
Europe with its amputated Eastern 
half restored, remembering all the 
creativity, character and hlood 
pumped through the Continent fronı 
Dresden and Prague, Budapest and 
Warsaw, SL Petersburg andl Odessa. 
Exlending the slory further east 
and south, Neal Ascherson's Black 
Sea (Vintage, £7.99 pbk) does for 
the Caucasus something of what 
Braudel'’s greal work did with the 
Mediterranean, on a smaller scale, 


but with the same lovely conıbina- 


tion of curious stories and grand 
connecling perspeclives. 


Colm Tolbin 


The best book of poetry published 
in Brilain in 1996 was Ruth Padel's 
Fusewire (Clınlto, £6.99), These 
are love poems auıd medialions on 
hislory narrated by an English- 


compaııy of a small Sicilian squeeze- 
box; tlıe deceptively laconic Jottings 
of Sam Shepard's Cruising 
Paradise (Secker & Warburg, 
£15.99); Jonathan Raban's forensic 
investigation of the Montana land- 
rush and its consequences in Bad 
Land (Picador, £15.99); vivid oral 
history from the likes of Homesick 
Jaınes and Little Milton in Paul 
Trynka's absorhing Portrait of the 
Blues, with photographs by Yal 
Wilmer (Hamlyn, £30); aul wonder- 
fully rhyming images of ¢lancer's, 
trumpelers anl just plain folk in 
Rony DecCarava: A Retrospective 
(Museum of Moutlern Art, New 
Yurk, $Ûf hbk: ŞAMA pbk, lhe 
wark of an uulslancling Afrivae- 
Americin photogriphur. 


Michael Blllington 


[ cat never read enough abuut 
Orson Welles, Davikl Thomson's 
Rosebud (Lillle, Brown, £20) was 
an Îulispensabl: complement lo 
Simon Callkiw's muagnificenl biogra- 
phy: a compelling piclurr uf Walls 
ûs 4 wayward, udilly propliclit ge- 
ius basztl on the nution that Kin’ 
wis essenliully a se Fpurlrail, Wla 
iso enivrged wis WYeles's nonkulic 
soli: ting wis suldler hin 
the accom of lhe aged. Ch 
SArappud Welles dining with it Young 
acolvle al luoking cuviuusly Al il 
tuuily citing bippily toguther., Jol 
labhr's Light Fantastic (louis 
bury, EY} wis a ne collection of 
New Yurker pieces hal show thiul 
dlrauadie criticism, given space aml 
linıe, can br an art form În ils ow 
right. hest topical re-reacling of Ihe 
year was Malthew Arnold's Se- 
lected Prose (Penguin, £9.%Y, 
which reıninded one (hat lıeedless 
individualism stil prevails and thal 
the Barbarians nnd Philislines are 
as present in Britain in the 1990s as 
tlıey were in the 1860s. 


Laura Cumming 


Milan Kuntlera's 
Slowness (Taber, 
SÎ 


#4 
SSS £12.99) is a bri 
r fF lant argument for 
Ê Jf sensual indolence 
SJ / against the insanity 
¥” of speed: eroticism 
versus Road Rage, the 
Enlightenment against the 
soundbite. Riveting ideas 
couched in an elegant 
» and seductive uovel; 
/ Kundera's first really 
7 comic book. Since tlıe 
/# hardback version of Robert 
و‎ Hughes's great American 
Vislons (Harvill £40) 
doesn't appear until May, console 
yourself with John Ralston Saul's 
Voltalre's Bastards: The Dicta- 
tarship of Reason in the West 
(Penguin, £13}, which plots a 
thrillingly horrible route from the 
Age ofl Reason directly to Reagan, 
Thatcher atl, incidentally, David 
Bowie and Jolin Birt. 


Beryl Bainbridge 


She Must Have Known by Brlan 
Masters (Doubleday, £15.99) This is 
a defence of lhe infanıous Rosemary 
West, in which the aulhor argues 
that, allhough culpable, Mrs West 
was not gullly of ınurder. It is to his 
creclit that he dwells not onı tlie sen- 
satiouial aspeclis of the case but 
rather on the legal ramifications, A 
provoking and moral book that 
searches for reasons, IO EXCUSES. 


8 
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sity and pretentiousness. But of all 
the novels that I lave readl this year, 
it is the most extraordinary and ex- 
citing. It has made my year, 
coloured it and given me an ideal to 
aspire to, The story of an intensely 
sexual affair belween a Yale dror- 
oul and a French shop-girl in provin- 
cial France, it has an enviable 
freshness and rich sensuality. 


Francis Wheen 


My lıvourite book of this year, as 
every year, is Laurence Sterne's 
Tristram Shandy (now available in 
an excellenl Everyınan eclition), But 
I996 broughl a bonus fir Shancly- 
guZzler's in the form of Marlin Row- 
sons comic-book version uf the 
grval novel {Peador, LID, 
alurnel andl embellished witlı 
miıy tuft curlicues of his uwn, I 
shoulcl alSu Inenlion two impurtanl 
biographies thal cleservecl mure il- 
tention than they got — Nicholas 
Murray's Life of Matthew Arnold 
(Haclclerr, 2D and Patrick 
Hunmyplırics's Richard Thompson: 
Strange Affair (Virgin, £12.99, 
vaclı of hem a filling Lribule lo an 
underrMetl English genius. 


Hugo Young 


Dlesure is he only lest, [ndepen- 
dence Day by Richard Ford 
(Hiarvill, $O.HU pıbk) is (he most Is- 
inanly enjoyable novel I've real 
this year, Herleavtg the angst and 
the qbesl fur conlentmemM uf niotl- 
ern Aınericı with unfailing preti- 
sion. lt is nerve-touching, true, 
funny, lug, with a gallery of plait 
Aınerican exotics. An unımannered 
Updike Ior the nineties. Palimp- 
sest hy Gore Vidal (Abacus, £9.99) 
is the wittiest exercise in serious 
gossip I've read for years. The mıent- 
oirist's sardonic egotism and pitiless 
eye bring forth a subversive com- 
mentary on the public history of lit- 
eray and polilical America in 
midrtentury, starring 
Tennessee 
Williams, Anaîs 
Nin, J F Kennedy, 
and many others, 
but none more 
brilliaat than unpa- 
triotic Gore. 


1 
1 ڪڪ د ى 
Linda Grant 1‏ 


Every year Î read a novel and 

think to myself, I'l be lucky if T've 
read anything better than this 

by December, By April T'd found 

W G Sebald's The Emigrants 
(Harvill, £14.99; £8.99 pbk), an 
award-winner in Germany but outra- 
geously ignored in Britain. The four 
fictional narratives explore the pain 
of Jewish exile and homelessness 
and, with the utmost delicacy and 
quiet tact, address what seems 5O 
mysterious to others, the suicide 
that overtakes survivors of the worst 
of traumas in old age. Another over 
looked work was Auschwitz: 1270 
to the Present by Robert Jan van 
Pelt and Deborah Dwork {Yale, 
£25), which examines the arclıitec- 
tural plans for the camp and reveals 
that much of what visitors see today 
is a post-war fabrication. 


Richard Willlams 


Five American songs: E Auınie 
Proulx's Accordion Crimes 
(Fourth Estate, £16.99), a warm- 
bloodied and joltingly eventful jour 
ney through the century in the 


Wwilllam Trevor 


“He gets no further than Wednes- 
clay", they said once upon a time in 
Norfolk when they meant he wasn’t 
the full shilling. In the town of 
Tuam, among the young, a church 
is a pineapple, £10 a brick, ancl chips 
are banners, În Ayrshire if you're 
bruised you're hashed, if you're 
bloocly you're Jjurmuntbled. “He 
wasn drunk exacilly, only a little 
disguisecl,” they may slill say iu 
Kent. Certainly, within easy nıem- 
ory, ve been given Moll Dole — 
ıhe rough side of {he tongue — in 
County Wexford. ['ve pleachecl, gar- 
hlecl anc repealeclly heen banjaxerd. 
So, Û imagine, las Diarmaid O 
Muiritlhe, whose The Words We 
lse (Four Courts Press, CO.HA) is a 
deliglt fran Slarl lo finish, Fritnk 
MCU ourl Mas tl way will wor'ds foo, 
A relired New York schoilmaster, 
lv was brought as a child to the 
slums of Limerick in lhe bleak 
1HÛs by parents wl hal ceıni- 
traled lo Auerica anl fuiled there. 
Binoy filher, pious molher, 
poupous priests, rlrenching rain: 
it's thal same terrible Irish sorrow, 
qmite unrelieved in a moving auıtl 
|, remarkable memir, Angela's 
Ashes (HarperCallins, I90), 


!sabe! Fonseca 


lu Savages (Macniullin, 16.99) Joe 
Kane lracks the elusive Huariuni 
Indians and their struggle for stir 
vival in the Ecuaclorian Amazon. 
Helena Drysdale's visil as a student 
l pre-revolulionary Roımauuia, Mer’ 
innocent dalliance with a man called 
‘feorge", his disappearance and 
i her return a decacle later are cap- 
tured in Looking for George (Pica- 
lor, £6.99), where she grippingly 
relates not only what happened to 
lim but what has become of that 
doomy and beguiling country. Ad- 
ventures of another kind are to be 
ound in Christopher Isherwood’s 
Diaries: Volume 1 (Methuen, £25), 
edited by Katherine Bucknell, Start- 
ing on the clay in January 1939 that 
he set sail for America with Auden 
and taking us up to Santa Monica in 
1960, Isherwood's intimate chroni- 
cle — visited by just about everyone 
you've ever heard uf — is a com- 
pelling mix of perspicacious cultural 
criticisnı, sharp, often funny obser- 
valion about people and places, and 
good old gossipy glamour. 


Lucretla Stawart 


Hermione Lee's Virginia Woolf 
(Chatto, £20). Essential reading for 
any writer or would-be writer. Even 
if you think that you dislike biogra- 
phies and/or Virginia Woolf, this 
book will change tlie way you think 
ahout life and its relationship to art 
and lilerature, A terrifically inspir- 
në read. A Sport and a Pastime 
by James Salter (Random House 
US, $12.501. As far as I know, this 
perfect, sınall novel has never been 
published in the UK; choosing it as 
1 ook of the year may therefore 
stem like the worst kind of perver- 
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alise the situation is serious, and 
suddenly a bullet in his brain makes 
his life “pass before his eyes": ga 
plırase we're told he would have gb. 
horrecl. But tlle quality of flashbacks 
makes the silualion sumething nore 
than gintmicky, atil it gels, 

Why should Wolff have it in for 
book reviewers, who have generally 
agreed he can do no wrong? Per 
haps it is slighily crude to under- 
score ironies, ur tu reflect a main 
point iı the title (“geddit??). And 
perhaps Wulff's narralives are vul- 
garly red-blouded for tlie grey fic- 
fioneer's. Bul ley are remarkable 
by the standards uf contenıporary 
US short fiction, a world alluded to 
iı here as “a few stories in literary 
journals that nobody reals, includ: 
ing me", These are stories you act 
ally want to read. 


The Night in Question is published 
by Bloomsbury al £15.93 


in his siglls, his hands clo nut 
shalte. 

Like his Iriend, lhe late Ray niour 
Carver, he adores Chekluuv, and 
Wolf stil] Gılks abenu his bero will 
the eagerness of someone wlio 
jusl discoverecl sumething: “What 
clo | tike tbuul Chekhov? lus hard lo j 
say what Û ılun't like, 1 ike his ume 
teülogical nıuralily, He's very Hunuy. | 
and never ımuralistic. Ile wri | 
about the cliffiullies uf chic’ — hik | 
people are sculpting Uenselvus 
wilh their clhuilces. They're nol nr 
pletely ducrmiuncd by virrunr | 
slances, though you du lev tlie | 
welglU uf (hus cir UMMAN very i 
heavily. ur so shan in TulMuy. 
say, whi gives mure uredil 
human ageucy Ihian Chekly tle. ; 
Bu lhen Julsy alse lul lii ror , 
mance abuul tlır peasintry which j 
Chekhov didn't live — cuukln'l 
have, because he wis [run Mort. | 
lis graniltalber was a frvetl serf : 

"Actually, Chekhov has a wunler 
ful sentence abuul Tolstoy in a ler : 
ter. ‘Peasant bloucl runs in Hy Yells, 
sD you cannol aslunislh me will , 
peasant virtues," Î luve that, He was 
cleareyed about everyone in Wal 
way, he had a (lisceruneut ul the 
power relutiunıs between men and 
women, he saw beyoncl ile glaze of 
cuslom. And what invention! He 
came up wilh molions between peo 
ple that identified the clifferenves 
between tlıem. He (lid il withoul an 
ounce of sentimentality and Ine did it 
time and time ugain — lhere arê 
stories.” 

He clearly writes accorcling lû thê 
precepts he most admires. Quite 4 
few writers lıave been hailed as the 
American Chekhov, Not nıany carry’ 
the banner as confidently as Wolff 
himself He makes things up an 
makes them seem real, while nar” 
rating his own multi-story life as f it 
were a novel. 1 

Writers (lon't usually like being 
compared 1o even greal precleces 
sors — it seems to put a dent Il 
their singulurily. But Wolff linıself 
doesn’t nıind the comparison Oorlé 
bit, When I mentioned, tentatively. 
that his stori“s had put me if MP 
ol Chekhov, he clidn't seem lo mind 
at all. “Well, I'II be damned," he said. 
for all the world as if the thought 
had never occurred to him, "Il b€ 
damned.” 


PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 


The Pentland Press. , 
Fdinburgh CanibrlJge .[iurham 1 
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who prides himself on making a dif- 
ference to his pupils by countering 
the easy lies of the world. But when 
he mıakes a cirunken fool of lıimself 
anl gets a kicking for it, everybody 
at his school assumes he has been 
nuggedl. He doesn't cunrtradlict 
theın. More than that, they assume 
lıe's been muggerl by blacks. “It was 
dark,” he says, trying to fudge the 
issue, "Î couldn't see them.” Wolff's 
range — generic, tonal, stylistic — 
is remarkable: even witlıin the sani€ 
story, which is more usually a 
recipe for disaster. 

Ã book reviewer is İn a bank dur- 
ing a robbery. "The stern, brass- 
knuckled poetry of the tlangerous 
classes," he sneers at the robber's 
threats, before a gun under his chin 
forces him to admire the paintedl 
ceiling, “even worse than he remenı- 
bered, and all of it executed witlı the 
utmost gravity.” Only the rubber's 
aınmoniac bad breath makes hi re- 


PHOTÛGRAPH: DAVID SILLITOE 


newspaper editor, and there were 
two ather editors there. None of 
them had heard this story. So they 
went tu the minister and said, ‘Did 
you really read that in the news- 
paper?’ antl he said, ‘No, not really 
— if's part of the sermon to say 
that." And they suid ‘No-no-no-no-no, 
that's not part of the sernıon, that's 
a straight lie. You lied to hundreds 
of peaple and disturbed them.’ 

The minister dicln't get it. He'd 
clearly been taught how to tell the 
slory in bible college or whatever, It 
brougll home wiıat had been eating 
at me about that story: how ınanipu- 
lative il was, how brutal, tlie idea of 
God that lies behinrl if, everything.” 

In Ile book the story comes out 
as a converaation Dbetyeen a brother 
untl a sister: a conversation that 
charls the hummacks of manipula- 
tion and (lependency that lie be- 
tween then. 

I is typical Wolff, simultaneously 
easy and Jeep. The real difficulty 
be{ween (he brother and sister con- 


cerns their fnther, so the sermon is - 


a story-within-a-story-within-a-stor'y. 
It sounds tricky, but Wolff's coımnpo- 
sure never .fallers, Perhaps ‘it is all 
that soldiering: wher he has a story 


. . but Wolff is more deserving of the 
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With a bullet in his head 


“That's Lrue”, says our alkAmerican 
obituarist, “but it's kind of a little per- 
sons truth." But wha could have re- 
ported Givens dead? As lunch goes 
ûn, we dlevelop a strong suspicion. 

In “The Other Miller", a soldier 
namıecl Miller is told his mother is 
dead. He is laughing inwardly, glad 
to be given a spell of compassionate 
leave; he knows it must be the other 
Miller, wlio often gets his mail, 
Wolff is too canny to say if he is 
right or wrong — it isn't such a sin- 
ple twist. Elsewhere the lıiidden 
cargo is desirc, with overeating and 
theft as its metaphors, or varieties of 
willing acquiescence, whether 
dressing up as a maid or' being ma- 
noeuvred into buying a used car. 

Character study is at the centre of 
his narratives, like the sclıoolmaster 


An Amerlcean Chekhov 
Hlustrious title than most 


those drawbridges thal rises to let 
boats through. One night, the man 
took his young son along witlı him, 
and the inevitable happened. The 
boy «lisappearetl ino the machine 
room, into thal exciting whirl of 
cags and wheels. A train was about 
to arrive. If the man threw the 
switch, he would kill his own son. If 
he hesitated, he would send a train 
full of people plunging tu thcir 
cleath. What should he do? He was a 
faitliful bible-rceader. He recalled tlie 
prececlens: Isaac putting lis Lrust 
in the Lord, God himself offering up 
his only son. His soul swelled with 
faith. He knew what had to be dane, 
This was Lhe version Wolff heard. 
He didn't believe il, aul quile riglu 
luo: i1 has all the Irappings of urban 
ınylh. Bul i{ was serverl up as {he 
gospel Iruth. “I was at a culural fes- 
lival.”" lhc snys. “A wonıin lokl me 
about û4 prolestam nıinister wlio 
guve lhis sertnon which I had lıcard 
when Î was sı kicl, He said he'd read 
it in the paper — [lıey always şay 
that. But people look it seriously, 
aml were horrified, horrified, It 
male a Ireırıendous impression on 
everyone. : 


“But {his woman's InısbancÎ was a 


police aren't interested. The dog 
was on a long chain — “Tle Chain” 
is the fîtle — and its owner's PrOs- 
perous house is a place where “the 
law was among friends". Instead Mir 
Gold turns to his cousin, who is only 
too keen to fix the dog. So things 
are fîne, until a tlucle witlı a BMW 
and “SCUSE ME" licence plates 
damages 1he cousin's car, Then 
cırelul, law-abicling Mr Gold owes a 
favour in return. 

Wolff's stories often unfolkl from a 
slrong central İtlea or situation. An 
obilııary writer is [ircd for filing the 
obituary of 4 ınan still alive. The 
man nıagmnanimouısly invites him for 
lurch, ancl they fall fo arguing about 
the wortlıwhile ife. {You cau lead a 
gl life without being a celebrily,” 
says the selfregarding Mir Givens. 


Phil Baker 


Tha Night in Question 
by Tobias Wolff 
Bloomsbury 211pp £15.99 


HEN $o much short fic- 
tion îs about catching vari 
eles ofl absence, or 


prcuîse shades of grey, Tobias Wolff 
writes stories where things really 
happen. Afler the "twist in tlıc tiıil" 
sluries of the nolorlous O Henry 
antl others, peuple are wary of the 
mugcular shürt narriMive. But il 
doesn" Jmye to be {oo ginunicky or 
uusubthke, as Wolff shows in this 
powerful nw LFstury cellection. 
Like u bad ream, Mr CGolcl 
watches i clu atnck his LHe 
laughter. He drys it off, but {he 


This writer's life 


Wolff is x connoisseur of such 


turning points, “To sune degree or 
ulher,” saya Wolff. leaning forward 
into another’ book tour, “LI think ill 


uf us allempi to occupy a particular 
position in the world. Antl we feel 
ncverlheless that {lis is a false posi- 
lon. Su were dlways crcaling 4 
place for ourselves thal another purl 
of us doesı'lL believe in, There's a 
tension biere, axl fur some people 
there arc flashpoints that make it 
ınendurablhe.” 

He is nut in the business of sup 
plyiug gratifying bursls of enlighi- 
enmenl at such lines, There's nO 
tıfHtlancingt; ho showing off, “Ont of 
the cûaunvaioual iyraunies in tıe 
US" he says, “is the idea uf 
upiphany. There's the expvctation 
that al sume pom characlers 1nust 
seê the lighi. Oflen, it's jul û COIN 
vewlional move. I think in my stories 
te possibility of that experience is 
tktere, bıi the characters often dè 
cline to have it. 

“The 19th century allowecdl you lo 
fix an 1e fıorrors ûf the worlcl, the 
mjustice outside yourself. But it 
doesn't shine the light inward ile 
way modern fiction does." 

This is not necessarily the sort of 
conversation you would expect lo 
have with Wolff. He has led a melo- 
dramatic life, and surely has a fund 
of flashy stories to tell. He grew up 
in a house of some cruelty, and tried 
mosl things in response: Violence, 
theft and evasiveness of all kinds, 
AS an ll-year-old he agreed to be- 
conte a Catholic so long as he could 
change his name to Jack. YYhen he 
enrolled in private school on false 

papers, he called himself Tobias vun 
Anseln-Wolff HI. He joined the 
army, toured Vieinam, and then be- 
vure a Rhadles scholar al Oxford. 

He {auglıl a couruversial course 
olı Jornogtnphy in an Aınerican uni- 
vursily (Wullf Îs no one's idea of a 
misogynist, axl he was rader 
piqued by be fturure). And su un. 
Apart rom anylhitg olsa, he is one 
of very ftw people wilo flınave 
walched their myn childhood on a 
canen serevna (in the fFiln version 
uf ‘This Boy's Lif) wih Robert le 
Nire plying (he bully: “Ocladlly 
cnoukh, ll scenes tn sliogk me 
were lhe onus hey invenicxh, which 
turned ouıt to be true", Yet wiınt le 
really talks about when he talks is 
storytelling. 

‘The flip sile of lis owrı fucncy is 
an aleriness to fraud in others. One 
uf the most (lranıalic works in the 
ew bogk is basecl, apparently. on û 


real iuciclent: it was iıt all {he papers. 
It concerncd a railwayman on one vf 


Master storyteller Tobias : 
Wolff started off inventing 
his own past. Now he : 
rnakes up other people's. 
By Robert Winder 


F THE American writer Tubias 
[ Wolff les some sort of penius 

for nakin luiugs utp, it mighbl 
be becuse he starteıl yunng. Der- 
perul' lo escape a bullying slep- 
flier, he nicked serne ufficinl 
stıliunuery andl forged applications 
to sevenll exclusive private sthouls. 
As le sirokced hu facls, :iwarcling 
himsell sright A-gratles and an itr 
pressive athlclic carcvr, he tasted 
fur the first tine Hie FHavour uf ili- 
thenutic ficliun. 

"Î could aflurd lo bc terse and 
macdlcsl iı my selkdescripliors,” he 
«Tule, “knowing houw detailcd nıy 
ıecommendlers were going to be, I 
wrule without lıeal ır hyperbole, in 
ihe words my teuchers wuul have 
uel Hf they had known me as I! 
kncw myself.” Il workecl: le won a 
scholarship. 

ft would mat be true to say he 
tlıen (urged on with never a back- 
ward glance: in hiş two award-win- 
ning menuwirs (Tis Boy's Life and 
In Pharaoh's Army) lıe has lookcd 
bark — without heat or hyperbole 
— as intently as any modern writer. 


He is probably (perversely} better 
known for autobiography than for 
fiction. But that early plunge inlo 
slarytelling made a big splash. His 
collections {1he Night In Question, 
lıîs Jalest, is Ibe {hirl} quiver with 
the awareness that everything in life 
is û story. They snap üopen, pulling 
you in fast, usually in one semencc: 
“Gilbert saw her first ... Brian Gold 
wns al the lop of the hill when lhe 


dog Mkwked. .. I begin while she 
wis ul worl.” 

Pople lel stories 10 carl other, 
id bG themselves. Sometimes 
tole hey get imuldled, or lose 
tr plat entirely. A wu* point in Ue 
new bDouk, û suldier iı Yiclnanı 
irns a litter (rull. Enrh uf (he 
Ltles lu’ he told himself uris out tu 
be klse. We never thmughi he was 
Hu kiml uf nmin who would walk 
pasl begging children und feel nuhe 
ing, but he jis. He never lhouglt he 
woul visit pruslilutes, lut he docs. 
He ors not seo himself as ù whiner’ 

art a slıtrker, wlicl is wll he has 
become. He clings te ihc tilea that 
he is, ıt leasl, he kind of rın who 
woulcl o anything for a pal, bul lıe 
soot bumps into the facl of thal 
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Non-flctlon 


‘Hardcovers 


Witnessing Amerlca: The 
Library of Congress Book of 
Firsthand Accounts of Life In 
America 1600-1900, complied 
and edited by Noel Rae 
{Penguln/Stonesong, $29.95). 


HIS IS denıatic history, the 

reminiscences of ordinary — 
arl occasionally exiraordinary — 
Americans about Iheir occupations, 
recreations, wooing ind other infer- 
esls. Among the entries is self 
appointcetl New York vice-buster 
Amhony Constock's account of lis 
ventlctta againsli a bawcly house in 
which lewd dancing wus the ımuain 
drawing card. Afler wilnessing Ilıe 
act himself, lhe nrusetl, “Here is an 
exhibition given by wimen {lat bez 
gars descriplion — se gross thal 
even a reference lu it brings a bluslı. 
— Shall i conbnue? No! uo! By all 
til is in ı8 as mun, nol" The rnsu- 
mE Criminil Case zqgainst Ue ex hibî- 
tnisls was iruwn out, however, 
because {u prosecute i{ wok iy 
implic:Hedl 1h local police. 


Aftermath: The Remnants of 
War, by Donovan Webster 
(Pantheon, $23). 


W ORL WAR 1 endl nearly 
will ferados ite, Dull iis 
qewer is sU very mul wh Un. 
Aveorlug ıo he Feurlh TmMoriur 
Miuistry, “I2 uillian unoxplutbeel 
sells rin HULU conflict still slit] i 
he soi ear Vorlun. Millis uur 
wal ticovers în the World Won 1 
batlle zeumes Along the rivers Marni’ 
intl Some.” Acll lo Ut Uu’ ml 
ace bfl over ium World War Il. 
aud the explosive magnilıle ef ie 
problem begins to cmerpgu. "Every - 
where in Tare — in ile Terh! 

AE orchiwls, uuder owt xefiiri« 
ane wk porches — the filknut 
from Iwo world wiırs has turned i 
sul into an enorInous bully trap,” 
Wobsler oxplores the bier logis 

ol war oun the world: iı Fran: 
in Russia. where in [os of Deits Fi 


call he Crk ul Salinrrid, in , 


Vian, Kuviuil. eve Nevarla, 
wlich «ill Carries the racliuactiw: 
legacy of the uudlear testmyg of the 
THUS. Allevuaih i a sebering re- 
niinrler thal thie eflecls f war Tinker 
ling afler peace is concluclecd. 


Dressed to Klil: James Bond, 
the Sulted Hero (Flammarion, 
$45, distributed by Abbeville 
Press}. 


OBODY epitomizes the coil 

style of master spy James Bond 
better than the original cinemalic 
O07, Sean Connery. As Jay Miclner- 
ney says in one of the essays in this 
book, “Connery’s wardrobe in the 
first four films, shot belween 'b2 
anti '65, would look perfect in al- 
most any setting in 1995: the Irim 
twerbutton auif in. grey and blue 
wilh side vents, the while or light 
blue shirt. wilh spread collar’ andl {he 
black silk knil tie." Dresseci To Kill 
also features chapters on the worirl 
of 007 and on ‘Bond's style secrels, 
and.a plea for "The Relurn of the 
Suited Hero." Among the other tid- 
bits presented here: that Bond's cre- 
ator, lan Fleming, waş himself a 
clolheshorse, whiiasc favorite be- 
spoke suit was "a navy bune, thrce- 
butlorn, three-piece ip ligrbtweigh! 
wurstedl." The idea tor tlıis book 
took shape when the talloring firm 
Brioni uf Rome was dolu research 
on {the evolulion of James Bond's 
style, in preparation for outiling 
Pierce Brosnan aş O07 in the latest 
Bond flick, Goldeneye. 


The. 


LIS TRATION, CHIISTCPHER BIS 


and efferliyve. Since lhe advent of 
chemical wrapons duty; YYorlcl 
Wir Û, even nalibus enpigEC in 
cruel and lesperale siruggls svn 
tu have avoided resarling le (he in 
pt becuse hey belicvecl tha 
duling so was Nourally Wrong, 

Saddam Husein wis obviously 
n burclenedl wilh such seruples. 
Bu lhe revulsion fhes' weapons 
arouse may huye alfccled vve lim. 
lis pessible thal he did nat use {Der 
chemicil armies in lig Jusserse 
sun in JH against AmTiCian 
rng or raul civilians bermusyv hi 
uulerslool thu lhe horror this 
wuld provoke ipl RK terri 
ble retdidlun aginst him, por lils 


involving ven mv pinyerful 
Wifi. 
Albmpgh i canmul FULT 


tir dbulitiun. ie worlhvide revul- 
sin IM chuwiral wl bioliricil 
wpos evoke ues confit lu 
niiug hetr use. hal tnakes Foln- 
rng Ibe iG an Mum INN 
rAd Lut, iil o uHhuel oul 
loin su is Mblishing Douks Tik 
The Eleventh apg. 


happen in (he Unitech Slates, inl ils 
laler Lhan you think. The same 
clheniical weapons firecl al runin 


soldiers cuull be used aginst 
Americ troops, The sane kirl of 
(leadly nerve gas spread in (le 
Tokyo subway in [EIS by 4 Japanese 
cull could he usel to tack nıuss- 
iransit pıssengers in New Yurk, 

There is no simple way lo prevent 
chemical or biological alacks. A 
cûlmbination of lrealies, restraints 
on fhe expurl of dangers Hvhliu- 
logics, defensive ineansures, all 
munitaing is requiretl. Tluiele in, 
lowevrr, no cquivalom lor cheeniicirl 
anrl biulogical weapons uf the Coll 
War policy uf nuclear (leterrence. 
under wlich the United Sales pti 
veuled A Sovyiel nuclear nllack liy 
lreMening i devisıatiug miclear 
dexl in retalinliunt, 

Tle baouk singles oul for sperirl 
MLD ole pirtcular obstacle 10 
the use of chemical and biulogiviul 
weqpuns!: Me sig ili hed bu 
them. They hive bren usrtl, DUI 
less frequently han woulkl be ex- 
pevledl uf weapons thil are cleiuji 


weapons (lifer from nuclear arıns: 
They are Ihe weapons of (he weak. 
"Mey have been called “lhe poor 
man's atomic bomb.” It is casier lo 
make or gel (hem than to make or 
gel nuclear weapons, ancl 40 they 
are more likely (o be uısecl. f[ndeecl, 
unlike nuclear weapons, chemical 
weapons fere been used since 1%45, 
notably by Saddam Hussein iıı the 
1080s against the Kurcls of northern 
Iraq and the soldier's of the Islaınic 
Republic uf Iran. 

Tlie Eleventh Plague jn'esenls 1 
surles ol ceasays un (lifferent 
episules in Ihe hislor'y uf chemical 
aud biulogical weapuns: experi 
ments cunducledl by the American 
uıiilitary rluring the 1908: {lhe ef 
fects of lhe use of chemical weapurıs 
during (he Persia Gulf War; und 
be Jebsle abuyt whether, given Ihe 
difficulties of verificalinn, 1 is wise 
to try lu abalish chemical and bir 
logicil weapons complelely, as 
lrealies cuncluderd in 1973 antl Lt! 
alleınpl fo flo. The bouk's overall 
purpusé is lo (leliver lwo funmuiliar 
hul uflen ignored messages: [l cnn 
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Cauldron of Troubles 


Michael Mandelbaum 


THE ELEVENTH PLAGUE: 
The Politics of Biotogical 
And Chemical Warfare 

By Leonard A, Cole 
Freeman. 284pp. $22.95 


HE BOOK of Exoclus 
أ‎ records that 10 plagues were 

visiled upon the ancient 
Egyptians, including vermin, lo- 
custs, hail and gnats, To this daunt- 
ing list modern science has added 
aun 11th: weapons of mass desirılc- 
tion. Foremost among these are Nit- 
clear armaments: large, powerful, 
counlroversial, the subjects of widely 
shared popular fears and long-run- 
ning, lighly visible interualiunal 
negutiations, Also includlecl in this 
calegory are chetnical and biologi- 
cul weapons, inorganic and live 
agents with lethal effects. These are 
the subjects of this worthy bhuok. 

Their family resemblance to ntı- 
clear weapons is nol always appal- 
em. They are nol as powerful. A 
chemical or biological attack coulcl 
not clestroy a large city, although 
such an attack could kill a gren 
many of the city's inhabitants, Nu- 
clear weapons plainly belong to Ihe 
history of warfare; they are the 
most power[ul artillery shells ever 
crealal. Chemicals aml biological 
munilions seem t4 belong Hure lo 
the history vf court intrigue, in 
which rivals eliminated cach uther 
by jwison, or lo the natural hiory 
vÎ epidemics and şlagues. 

Plagues, in hs BiblP's neCounl. 
ire tbe wurk of (he Almighty. Dur- 
ing lhe Cold War nuclear weapons 
were largely, nllugh nut exclu- 
sively, (he properly of the pılanel's 
ly most powerll cauulries, {he 
lLnitecl Sales anl ie Suyicl Uninn. 
Here again, cbenuical inl biolugical 


il practices hy guing on dll fours." 

Te buok's later chaplers, ui 
French culture, are less successtil. 
ley, as She moves ine her ow 
speciilly,. Huflon Inses ler xure 
sense uf Ihe general audienCt, luis! 
af what wi} need to be nare f 
lienlly briefed. for example, ADuul 
the brilliant Parisian salons ruleci by 
witty women of fashion. Except or i 
dramatic iccounl of the marci in 
rlober 1784 of §,OU0 rebel women 
on the royal palace at Versailles, 
ihese chapters seem somewhat 
murky anci (rigmeıned. 

There are some troubling sins of 
omission. Hufton's exposition has 
an excessive grimness, a dispropor- 
tionate emphasis on the hardship of 
premodern life with little sense of 
its balancing assurances and salis- 
factions. While Hıe externals are 
well-establislıecl, Ihe soul is often 
missing fiom Hufton's portrails. 
Musl seriourly, she seems to lack 
sympatlıy for or cleep undersland- 
ing of religious feeling. We hear of 
misogynislic Bible stories, cf icious 
church eflicls antl charming folk 
superstilions, bul Chrislinniy's 
massive hukl on {le popular inıagi- 
nation is complelely missed. . 

"The periocl illustrations are excel- 
lent, as are the 97 pages of notes 
and topical bibliography, However, 
there is a dismaying concentration 
on publicalions of lhe last 20 years. 
Despile . Ihese problems, 
Prospect Before Her is a sollkl, sub- 
stantial, levelheaded. work thal lıc- 


. longs on the rending list of all 


motlern history. courses and that 
will provide cdificalion and reward- 
ing surprises for the curtous, casual 
reader. . 


willel Are No FeSpeClet's ol pesin." 
A country girl aspiring le marry 
wis lucky tu be taken on a» ıı Inca! 
farm servant: “Here «he rniglu 
learn, mı addition lw chiuins inn 
SCOUTNE puts cul pans, skills sucl 
ax pickling, imalintg, «allingg, reset 
ing by smoking, clryiîng, sloriuk in 
grease ur brine, wurking in thr 
byres milking cows and uals and in 
the hen yard, hneing vegetables, lay 
ing polatoes, weeding. haymaking.” 
For kitchen work also, “physical 
stamina" was crucial for toling coal, 
wood, and waier. Wien porcelain 
tableware was iniroducecl in the 
17th century, scullery maids did 
vasily increased dishwashing 
chores: Before this, wooden or 
pewter plailters had simply been 
“cleaned will» a piece of bread.” 


UFTON'S chapter on mother- 

lool is particularly powerful: 
“In every noble household aml in 
the luowliesl coltage. a birth wns a 
collective clrama, and {he roum of 
the birth was living theatre." She 
siresses "Ihe public character of thi 
birilhing process," which was 
"women's business" and “the nuuin 
way in which fenıale sociabilily ancl 
solidarlly expressed itself.” 

Because animals’ milk was not 
deemed healthful for inlanls, afflu- 
enl chilkiren (including Jane Auslen) 
were sell out to stay with a wet 
nurse, wha ideally had capacious, 
“boxshaped brensls." Tight swarl- 
dling of newborns was practiced 
fronı antiquity to the 17th century: 


Immobilization was thought to form. 


and straighten the limbs. Infants 


were nol permitted to crawl, since it 


would “allow mankind to adopt an} 


Straight-Faced Sisters 


om IRUlrCemMury Franre, Her aw 
buak is Ile firsl of two volumes on 
wumen mh Weslern Eurape over the 
pasl HÛ years. Here she covers (he 
periocl (ron 15U to 1800 and uses 
the teclınigue of comparative social 
hislory 10 suggest parallels and 
interconneclions aınong nations. 

A wurk of this scale is nol uJ 
precedented. However. Hufton is 
less interested in the indivilual per- 
sonalities of notable women and 
enormously expands the anıount of 
faclual data about the lives of work- 
ingclass andl middle-class women. 

The Prospect Before Her is ad- 
nıirably written in clear, accessible 
prose. Except for a faddish locution 
in the first chapter title ("Construcl- 
ing Woman”), it is unblemished by 
the kind of [Iheoretical jargûn ur 
ideological bias that too often clıar- 
acterizes recent feminist and acacle- 
mice books. Though the dust jacket 
describes ber as “the architect and 
first head of ihe Women’s Sluclies 
Pragram at Harvard" where she 
briefly taught, Hufton seems to dis- 
tance herself from academic feni- 
nisnt, which generally ignores or 
diamisses ıe biological sciences. 
She pointedly asserts, "In the early 
modern period, biology has to count 


. for something. No one, for example, 


could plough a five-inch furrow in a 
condition of advanced or even early 
regnancy,” 
ufton feel for the specific, 
gritty realities of everyday exper 
ence iB the most appealing element 
of this book, She lıas a pungent way 
with words: “Fleas and polluted 


Cumille Paglia 


THE PROSPEZT BEFORE HER: 

AÃ Hıs{iory ùi Wornen in Weslernı 
Eurdpe. Volume Zine 150Û- 180O 

By Olwen Hulton knop!. 63Spp. $35 


N OLWEN HUFTON'S Tle 
L Prospect Beiure Her there is a 
riveting vignelle: The fislwives of 
Britain, Holland and France (who 
narkeled what their husbands 
caught or bought) were "a vocifer- 
uus bunch" — "coarse and unruly 
Yumen" in the vanguard of political 
Pprûtest. To lhis day their name stil! 
describes shrill, fierce and farnida- 
ble (emales. 

Hufton's book offers a bounty of 
such anecdotal minutiae. English 
mên {00 drunk to suslain an erec- 
lon were sall to suffer fron 
“brewer's droop.” German ımen 
Pmasculatecl by their wives" were 
depivlecl as lions without claws. in 
IR, Duteh Calvinist clergy con- 
demne *“goose-pulling tourna 
Menls where girls could fall over. 
showing more of {heir anatonıy than 
wns «leemecl modest." Venetian 
Proslilutes identifiecl themselves by 
WeATINE eye-catching, “high-heeled 
rel shoeg,” 

Court records of prostitutes Ar 
rested in Lonclon between 1733 and 
1739 show that “many gave false 
Names, the favourite being Miss 
Nobody.” 

Olwen Hufton is professor of his- 
lory at the European University In- 
Stitule in Florence and the author of 
five scholarly books, concentrating 
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clidn't make it, broken in their early 
teens by the clemancls of thei’ sport, 
Unerringly, Ryan, une of America's 
leading sports journalists, presenls 
a catalogue of whal she deseriles as 
"egal, even celebralerl clild abuse" 
in which girls starve {lıemselves 
(her research shows that GO per 
venl of college gymnasts in the US 
sulfer fom cealing disorders), risk 
nsleoporaosis, curvalure of {le 
spine, and unmull psyrholupgicil 
damage, at (heê behest of brutal, self 
promoting vonches, tel [rites iri 
vel by misguiled sentiment. PA 


Dark Trade: Lost in Boxing 
by Donald McRae 


AN IMPRESSIVE ud puwrrtull ' 
UO SUI VEY ol busin ver lJ 
pul Hv year NCR's worl. 
ebes he aA amd relırn ul ! 
lvson, the epus ul bubink atl | 
Hane aud {he Urage“lies Hil Tutal 
umes Murray and Gerall McC lele 
ln. UM is nol ılescriplous ol the 
figs hol gare miarkgbhe in this 
bnok but Ie ACTouuts ul fle 
scehmalg, Lhe Aoaze aul tue bl | 
Meavour HU Hr wove {hirl 
boxing in dul roughly ryual | 
iIMOUNts. 1 
This is û worthy ind iuporlant | 
vonlribuliun lo boxing Merialure s1 i 
time when squabble jim uumy ' 
mania are sapping lhe “null irl". | 
— Bcn Ciissrt 


1 


Naseem: prince of egos 


Dalgllsh: My Autoblography 
by Kenny Dalgllsh 
with Henry Winter 
Hodder & Stoughton £16.99 


THE relentless onslaught of {rans 
parent and shallow soccer autobi 
ographies is rarely punctuated DY 
one that captures an autlience 
beyond those who stockpile Sol 
venir shop catalogues by their becls. 
But Kenny Dalglish's was alwuys 
likely to be different. For a start, 0 
ont în British football matched Dis 
success a3 a player ancl a manager 
wlıile resolutely cornmunicating S0 
little; he was at the heart of Ihe 
lragedy at Heysel stadium anl lur 
moil in his leaving of Liverpool: his 
sudden and dramatic deparhire 
{from Blackburn came less thar & 
month before the book was pub” 
lished, A revealing and occasionally 
moving portrait that mainly ı1an 
ages to resist the temptatiolı tO self 
justification. BC 


Hell for Leather: A Modern 


RR, and printed by WCP Commercial Printing, Leek. 


Crleket Journey 
by Robert Winder 
Gollancz £17.99 


War Minus the Shooting 
by Mike Marqusee 
Haelnemann £15.99 


LMOST a year on from tlıe 
cricket Worlkl Cup jointly 
hosted by Sri Lanka, [ntlia 


and Pakistan, 1wo accuuwıls about as 
similar it their approach (û Criekut 
wrliug is PBoycull im Botani 
were in their approach to balling. 
Winder presents û wry, persunkl 
vViw u iı compuliliin clogged liy 
onlruversy rem ils inceplint, Miu 
emled as it began, iı farce. Dy cult 
Isl, Mirqnsere sels Hie crickel 
firmly in r Cudusl of Ue [litical 
and tinue Wrausling hal Iruiu- 
eued bı bulevil lhe Iouriamenl. 
The fact tial the cumpediion four 
ishecl regartlless of (hese numerous 
vesle(l iıleresis renders his detlaileel 
ACCounts uf iMernal conflicls a (lis- 
rnc, — Pan! Kelsn 


The Wrestling 
by Simon Garfleld 
Faber £9.99 


A SALTY hislory of the holels, heiıd- 
lacks, rickecl backs, shaltered 
knees, cysts, sores ilid showbiz (hint 
was Brilish professional wrestling. 
Fired by a desire lo cliscover wlrat 
has become of lhe men and women 
who ünce attracted Saturdiuy after- 
noon TY autliencês in excess n 
8 ıillion. Garfield presents the story 
through the worcls of the protago- 
nists themselves. A coluurful cast of 
characters including Jackie Pallo, 
Mick MeManus, Jimmy Savile, 
Brian Glover, and tle mysterious 
Kendo Nagasaki tell a remarkable 
story of menu crippled by the game. 
ruthlessly exploited by promoters, 
but beloved by the public, PK 


Motty’'s Dlary: A Year in the Life 
by John Motson 
Virgin £12.99 


IN 1945 John Motson, the BBC's 
vuice of football, aud the man who's 
dune nore for the sheepskin coal 
than anyone, nolched up his 25th 
year behincl the microphone, To cel 
ebrate, fvoatball's archetypal 
trainspulter recordexl lis daily rou- 
tine for posterity, and endearing 
stuff il is. Never guilty of taking 
himself too seriously, Molly's devo- 
tion to the game aqıl his profession 
shines through, all the ınore so for 
the Pooterish quality of the entries. 
Charming, funy, impossible to 
reatl without affecling a Molly voice 
in your head. PK 


Little Girls in Pretty Boxes 
by Joan Ryan 
The Women's Press £8.99) 


ONCE every four years, millions sit 
captivatecl by the seemingly effort 
less skill and grace of élite feınale 
#yınnnsls andl ice skaters at the 
Olyınpic Games. Regal this baak, 
however, andl you'll never be alle to 
look at those frail, tiny figures per 
forming feals of co-ordination and 
power without thinking of the 
suffering ancl sacrifice they have 
endured, and the hundreds who 


wsjıaper at the Post Office, 
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24 SPORTS BOOKS 


ı Agbter Geralcl 
Tmduu #Arena in February I 907 


Lucid truth of hype and hope in the ring 


hours hefore the fight wilh Tony 
Thornton. 

Then there's his loss to Roy 
Jones, his threat to kill lis man- 
ager, And how he eventunlly re- 
covered his fire. 

Yet is also û vivid picture of a 
sport grappling wilh profound 
change. NlcRae deals, ufter all, 
with the period when hoxling 
weut "showtime", thc money bc- 
came astronomical, and the 
deaths of Bradley Stone, Jimmy 
Garcia and James Murray and 
thc tragic injuries suffered by 
Michael Watson and Gerald 
McClellan made the inherent 
risks undeniable. 

Although McRae doesn't pro- 
vide answers to these dilemmas, 
he does give a sincere account uf 
his own qualnıs and self-qucs- 
tioning, and his sense that there 
Hare not nmy easy solutions. 

Finally, he also writes really 
well. Apart from a few ill-judgcd 
scene-sefler sentences iboutl Uc 
sun burning high İn a blue desert 
sky ctc, his prose is nimble and 
sensitive, anıl although he Jde- 
scrihes lots of fights he largely 
avolds clichés and rcpetition. 

I belleve it is a very special 
book and a very worthy winner. 


John Gaustad is chalrmanı of tha 
Willam Hill Sports Book of the Year 
itidging panel 


griéw hin fascination wilh the 
men who inhubit this violent 
itrena. His focus throughout the 
hook is un the boxers thcın- 
selves, (heir thoughts nnd cxpe- 
riences, 

Naturally enough he starts 
wilh Tyson, the “Baddest Marı 
on the Planct" and the cpitome 
ef menace, and what malces his 
huok so fnsacinuling i» his 
concern to discover what kind of 
uıen hese nare whan choose such 
4a dangerous occupntion, to 
probe behind their malevalcncc. 

His encounters with Tyson, as 
with all the others, are describocc] 
with campelling honesty. 
Althougth, on his account, his 
questioning of them was often 
halting, ancl at times cven mal- 
adraflt, onc has a very cleiur 
sense that somehow, to some ex- 
lent, tlıey trusted lim, und for 
mc this is what distinguishes lis 
hook. 

While boxing is rife with both 
had fıith and hype, tlıere"s u 
clcar sense thnt McRac's 
sensitive appraisals come very 
near to the truth, nıanagting to 
revcal these boxers in their par- 
ticularity. The one who cones up 
most often İs Jnınes "Lights Out” 
Toney, another self-proclaimed 
“bad man". There is an astound- 
ing account of hon’ McRnc 
shared the tension of the final 


John Gaustad 


HE juclges of (he Willinm E1ill 


Sports Book of the Year were 
priwarily ooking for uuod 
uTiting that Hluminates sonmc- 
thing sinificant in Lhe worlrl of 
sport — cither dcaling with 
»omcthing which hodl not hbevn 
treutetl at bnoklength befure, or 
which threw new light on somc- 
thing we thought we alrcady 
kncw, forcing us to look at it 
mtnin. 

Dark Traclce: Lost In Boxing 
(Niainstrenm, £14.99) by 
Donald McRae fell into the latter 
category ancl was lı Suprenic 
exumyıle of ita type, good enough 
indeed, to be named as thc 
Sports Bool of the Year for 

i090. 

AicRae offers n fucid and pen- 
ul'aUng assessment of profes- 
sinnıul hoxing in the nine lies, 
IIowever, it is nlso the story of 


ı his quest to unclerstand this 


dark and dangerous wurld. 

The stırting point is his child- 
hood in Suuth Africa, and his 
disyning uwanrcncss lhiıt haoxers, 
and above all Muhammad Ali, 
could bc an inspiration for both 
bilavks md whites. 

roni his infalualion with Ali, 
which was stimulated by news- 
rvcl coverage of the Cleveland 
Wiliıms anci Ernie Tyrell Oghits, 


Bestsellers of 1996 


س 


8 A Good Walk Spalled — Days 
ad Nigh!s on tha PGA Toıır, 
by John Feınstain 
(Little, Brown, paperback, £8.99) 


9 The Naw Liûrcls of the Rings 
by Andrew Jennıngs 
(Pockelbûnks, paperback, C6.99) 


10 Foolball Fanalic — A Rgcord- 
breaking Journey Through 
English Footbal! 
by Ken Ferris 
(Two Heads, paperback, £8.99} 

ا 


List supplied by Sportspages, 
Caxton Walk, 94-96 Charing Cross 
Road, London WC2 


(Arum Press, paparback, 
£12.05} 


6 Bac As | Wannabe, by Duıınls 
Razilman with Tm Keown 
{Delacorte Press, harclback, 
C15.) 


6 Stan The Man 
by Stanley Rowlas with Ralplı 
Allen ancl Jol lon 
{Papor Plane, hardback, 
C12.9P) 


7 Foolball Against tha Enenıy, 
by Siımarı Kuper 
(Orion Phoanıx, paperback, 
5.99) 


1 Lett Fcol Fonvarıl — A Year in tla 
Life Û A JourHEYIT, u Fcilballer 
Uy QOauy Holst 
Plegdlhne, paperback, £5.99} 


2 Evurywhere We Gû — Behir tha 
Miitchclay Madness, 
ly Dope andl Ecldy Briisr’ 
(Headline, paper bask, £6.90) 


3 Frotball Gı ouncls of Britain, 
by Sunn Inglis 
(Cullis Wilovy, paperback, 
11.99) 


4 Thi Conıplete Book of the 


Olympics, 
ty David VWallechinsky 


4? GHardiin Pırblicalipns LId., 19, Published by Guardian Publications Lirl., 164 Deansgate, Manclrester, MIGO 2 
Seco class postage itl a1 New York, N.Y'., and nailing offices, Registered as a ne 
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Wise man of Africa 


Gustav Jung in Zurîch. Jung became 
alifelong friend 

Van der Post's literary reputation 
took off with the publication of Ven- 
ture To The Interior in 1952, his ac- 
count of an journey to Nyasaland. 
‘The book continues to attract plau- 
dils for ils poetic sensibiliy and pro- 
found insights into Africa, even as it 
is criticised for its inflation of a sîn 
ple central Alrican journey, Van der 
Posl never looked hack. 

In the [99s he had male jour“ 
ueys to tlhe Kalahari wih spin-olf 
television tluocumentaries. ‘These 
were lier tv alract crilicisın fron 
anllhrupnlogists, though Inymwn bet- 
ler reıemburel van tler Posl's love 
ihe loomed Buslinen. 

Vin tle Pusl was ile a Din of 
publi affairs, which le concluclrel 
privmuly. His copiacls ind fried 
ships iı souihern Africa were co- 
siderable, as {ley were elsewhere, 
ud this bruugll him roles in tl 
dramas of {he past 3D yunrs, inany of 
which still renin unr'cporlccl. 

Fc uften chose {0 conceal his 
conltiwuuing fig agninsl npmrthieirl 
in Hs darkesi clays, jusl as he was to- 
tally discreet about his rol as sage 
and counsellar ta {he Royal Fanuily: 
hau he was godllmher lo Prince 
Willian was tho only public clue. 

As ihe years passed vim cer 
Post's bupks becamv iucreasingly 
autobiographical, rellctivé nnl 
myslical. Hece fullowed cvenls in 
South Africa inlensely, antl conlin- 
uel t2 be a [frequenl visttcr: is Sy111- 
palies — for Chief Gatslıa 
Buthelezi, for instance — were 
rarely in line with current fashion, 
just as his opposition to sanctions 
did not assure him the approval of 
many Guardian readers, None of 
this should suggest that he ever had 
the slightest sympathy for apart 
heid: on the contrary, he was fronı 
his youth a passionate and instinc- 
tive enemy of racialism. But he was 
born a member of the Afrikaner Es- 
tablishment and could never resign. 
He was for ever a White African, yet 
he spent most of his life outside 
South Africa. 

He developed to a fine art a 
wonderful African gift for public 
story-telling. He became the wise 
old man of African — a Jungian and 
also universal — archetype, and as 
such he, and his memory, will sur- 
vive the occasional sceptic and his 
few detractors. 


He is survived by his wife 
Ingaret, a daughter, Lucia, and six 
grandclıildren., 

J DF Jones 


Sir Laurenıs van der Post, wrfter, and 
explorer, bom December 13, 1906; 
died Dacember 15, 1996 


the rural retreat ûf New Canaan. He 
spent his summers İn thë similar 
ilyll of Miartha's Vineyard. 

He became one of the most influ- 
enlial cultural critics ûf his day 
because he relished American abu 
dlance andl prosperity, Dut wanted lo 
enjoy It on his own lerms, which 
meant recognising ıe dangers of 


' abandoning the traditional verilies 


of family stabilily and prolucls that 
last a litelime. 


` ` The phrase by whiclı he is likely 


to bé rermenîbered is the canclusiun 
lo The Hidden Persuadlers: “We can 
cluse nol lo be persuadecl.” 


Martin Walker 


Vance Packard, writer, born May 22, 


1914; did December 12, 1996: 


Laurens van der Post 


AURENS van der Post, who 
has (lied aged 90, was a man 
of ınany achievements, public 

and private. He was an Afrikaner 

andl, by long resiclence and cullural 
familiarily, also a European. He had 
been a soldier — and a prisonerof- 
war who (liscovered and prearclıerl 
lorgiveness for his enemies, He wus 

a farmer who becume a writer, f 

Juurnalisl url an iMernalicmally slic- 

vessful novzlist antl film-ınaker. 

He was born in ihe Orange [ret 
slale, 13l uf 1% cluiklren of u clislin= 
guisherl Arikaner Ianıily aml was 
brougl up on Ihe eclge uf (he Kali- 
hari Desert. AL 17, he became a 
jurunlisl in Durbin, At A0, he firsl 
vised Jap, ip tbe conpany of 
Williun Plomer dnd is gues uf Iv 
magnificent Cipliin Kalsue Mori, i 
mercantile officer whom vin lol 
Pust protecled [rmn racial uuguleis- 
aıntuess, Jam was lo be nore int- 
purlanl in van ¢ler Pusl's life {han he 
could have inıaginced, andl he andl 
Plomer bath later wrute ibout (hat 
journey — with fascinating discrep 
ances in {lie reporlifft. 

Thercafler, the pre-war period 
appears to lıuıve been difficult. Yan 
der Post marricd Marjoriîu Wendi in 
Sulh Africa in 1928. They hal twa 
children. He came lo London, hen 
returued to South Affica 1o work un 
the Cape Times, then came back tu 
Britain, He alse wrote his firsl 
navel, lı A Province, wlich was 
published by Leonard and Virginia 
Woolf's Hogarth Press in 1934. This 
was one of the earliest fictional in- 
dictments by an Afrikaner of wiıat 
was to become apartheid; but van 
der Post hal not yet conte into his 
own. When war broke out, he imn1e- 
diately enlisted and was soon contr 
missioned, 

He served first in Ethiopia, then 
in the Western Desert and Burma, 
finally in Java, where he was cap- 
tured by the Japanese, to be held for 
three years. It was the turning point 
of his life. The Seed And The Sower 
(1963) eventually became the film 
Merry Christmas, Mir Lawrence. 

The Dark Eye In Africa (1955), a 
meditation which he had begun to 
write before the war, signalled his 
renewed interest in the problems of 
his own continent. But van der 
Post's writings, so often autobio- 
graphical, cover only some of the 
episodes in his long life. 

Eventually — İong after the war 
had ended — he returned to Britain, 
quit the Army, set olf again for 
Airica and for a new career a3 
writerexplorer. In 1949, he married 
again to Ingaret Giffard, a Jungian 
analyst who introduced him to Carl 


easy contraception of the Pill, ancl 
slressed the social and personal uıtil- 
ity uf monoganious marriage. 

He was essentiully an old-fash- 
ioned Anterican moralisl, noslalgic 
for an environment that bad disap- 
pearetl traumalically iı his own bay- 
hond, when hia father bad to sell the 
failing [amily tlairy hurna lı 1924. 

fie was born al raised in rua! 
Pennsylvanin, by a mutlier wû gavé 
up her sehooHenching job to raise 

` the clillren nnd who kept a stricl 
Methaclist housebhuktl of frugelity 
dıl lenpernnct. 

Ilis'fuler got i job in Ihe agricul- 
ture school of Pennsylvaniu stale 
universily, where youmg Vance 
Packard went to cıllegge. 

In 1952, he gave up Journalism lo 
write bouks full-line ind ımoved (o 


tensely private himself and once 
said: “I don't think because I appear 
on TV, it gives people the right to 
shout out to me in the street or pull 
me about in public." He felt for 
other peaples' privacies that had 
been invaded. 

It is a testament to Rushton's ex- 
traordinary range of talents that s80 
many in radio and newspapers, the 


theatre, publishing and particularly 


in Private Eye were shocked by the 
news of his early death. It was so un- 
expected, He was a big part of all 
their lives and they will miss his 
generosity and his wit. 

William Rushton leaves a wife, 
Arlene, whom he married in 1968. 
They had three sons. 


Henry Porter 


Wiliam George Rushton, actor, 
author and cartoonist, born August 
18, 1937; died December 11, 1996 


cullure likes to deny. From the 
world of New England private 
schools to the pews uf (he Episco- 
palian church, Packard explorecl the 
WASP establishment in charncterîs- 
tically readable sly'le. 

The Waste Makers (190M ex- 
plored the new corporate device of 
planned obsolescence, of nanufar- 
Luring products with a linniled life 
and deploying marketing siraleyies 
lat would l'e consuıner's (O buy 
the latesl morlel. . "< 

His fater buuks male lesy iipact, 
as lhey «began lo: crillcise nal only 
coparate cullure; bul the incre 
ing selfirtlulgence of an Americunu 
society tlial was gelling houked on 
hedonism. The Sexual Wilderness 
(968) challenged the [fashion for 
free love'in a sociely tlırilling to the 


Willie Rushton pictures himself as Cuba held by Fidel Castro 


and both subsequently gave up the 
booze, Rushton because he devel 
oped diabetes in the early 1980s. He 
lost weight and found to his delight 
that a teetatal life gave him a Jot 
more time for drawing and commer- 
cial voice-overs. These made him a 
wealthy man. 

His greatest pleasure was draw- 
ing, and in the early issues of 
Private Eye, founded by Ingrams, 
Booker and Rushton in 1961, it was 
Rushton’s cartoons which supplied 
the magazine's distinctive look, He 
had a line all of his own and a fasci- 
nation with incidental detail which 
made his covers for the Literary Re- 
view collectors’ iteıns, 

Like his friend Peter Cook, who 
died last year, he had only to walk 
into the room for people to enjoy 
themselves. He was very funny but 
he was also generous with his own 
laughter and never felt the need to 
dominate a gathering. He was in- 
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An original 
eye for wit 


Willie Rushton 


ILLIE RUSHTON, who 
WV died aged 59 after 
complications arising from 


heart surgery, looked the very pic 
lure of an easygoing bon viveur. He 
hal a well-marinaled voice andl a 
laste for loud checks {û go witl his 
figure. But lıe was never so UNCUNY 
plicatecl. Among his many gills was 
am extremely sharp wit which be 
caıne all the more clevnslating when 
sonmrlhing arınûyecdl him. He hacl the 
convictions of a salirisl allhough lie 
never male a point of parading 
Ibenı, ancl an acute eye Jor {he ridicu- 
lous which wus as casily appliecl to 
luis cling ancl cartoon work as to the 
rapidl fire of I'm Sorry I Haven't a 
Clue, the BBC raclio programme he 
coniributedl to for 20 years. 

William George Ruslıton was 
burn 1h son of a publisher. He was 
senl lo Shrewsbury public school 
where he ımet and befriended 
Richard Ingrams, Also al Shrews- 
bury were the young Christopher 
Booker and Paul Foul. But il was 
Ingrams and Rushton who hit it off 
immediately and together tlıey 
founded the Wallopian, a satirical 
version of the school nıngazine 
which was adornecl by Rushton's 
carly drawings and was to be a pre- 
cursor of Private Eye. Ruslıton's 
ulher talents began to show at 
Shrewsbury, the first of which was 
acting. 

His was the last generation to do 
National Service which he regarded 
as a privilege because the Army 
came to represent to him all that 
¥aS absurd and posturing about 
post-war Britain. He was never onê 
for respecting authority, but in the 
ordinary soldier, Rushton found a 
wit and resentment which he truly 
admired. 

His acting break came in Spike 
Milligan's The Bedsitting Room. 
Kenneth Tynan described his per- 
formance as brilliant, a remark 
which Rushton hoped would be in- 
scribed on his gravestone. Other 
Paris followed in film, and TV, most 
notably in That Was The Week That 
Was where Rushton performed a 
weekly impersonation of Harold 
Macmillan. 

Unlike Ingrams and Foot, he 
nêver went to Oxford, at least not 
formally, but he was up there often 
enough to see Ingrams and to help 
with the magazine Parson's Plea. 
Surê, which was to be the immedi: 
ale forebear of Private Eye. They 
bath drank copiously in those days 


Enemy of the ad men 


were increasingly trying to larget: 
the consıımer's seuse of inade- 


quacy, selling Campbell's soups not 
simply as nourishmenl, but as 
“gûod" food that echoed lhe con 
forts of ihe malernal breasl. 

Packed wilh anecdotes about the 
way Detroit marketecl cars to men as 
if Ihey were high-powered, barely 
tameable mistresses, the book made 
(he pungent point that pofîilical can- 
didates like General Eisenhower 
were begining to be sold in ã sinıi- 
lar way. 

In 1959, lıis book The Status 
Seekers was an inlriguing studly of 
that American class system whose 
very existence American political 


Ts school of nıotivalional re- 


Vance Packard 


Vice PACKARD, whose best- 

. ling bonks of popularised 
“cilugy developed a powerful 
‘lifer of America's postwar Con 
MME Cullurt and warned againsl 
ie îllarniing inlluence of adverlis- 
MX, has dictl at the age of 82. His 
sl known book was The Hidden 
‘Tsuaders {1057}, a highly read 
د‎ : a nf the use of psychology 
yat Yertisers exploiting tlie post- 

Consumer boon, 
drew heavily on Ernest 


starch to show that advertisers 


New Management \‏ ر 
Training Institute for the‏ 
NGO sector in Cambodia‏ 


In Apri 1997 a new management tralning Instltute wıll ba sstablıshed tû 
gêrye the NGO sector In Cambodla, The Instiute 18 baling Crêated to 
meat the naed of both International and Cambodıan NGOs lor sklllad 
local managers. The NGO sector is making a slgnlflcant contribution 10 
rabullding Cambodia after yaars of civil war and iIrternatlonal! Isolatlan, 
andl there ia a huge daman for skills managers who are carıabls of 
running and developing organisations, The Intentlon Is that the Inatituta 
wil becomes whally Camnbûacian as soon as possible, but during Its first 
years kyo axpaliriates are resded lo work wlih the Director in creating 
iha organlsatlon and iralnlng tna Cambodian tralners. 


Administratlon and Finance Advisor: 

An administrallon and finance profsastonal lS reedad for hyo yeara, The 
post holder must have the skills and knowledge required to establish all 
the admlnistratlon and finance systems necessary for lhe Insitute to 
funclon. The task will hen be to traln Carnbodilan staff 1O take ver {he 
administration of the Instituts. This positlon 1s critical to the success of 
tha new initiative and neads someones who l8 cormnltted to the transfer 
af ekilla and knowledge to local staff. 


Mianagement Tralning Sneciallst: 
A management tralning epeolelist is required Lo develop ihe Cambodtan 
managament iralnlng team. Tha posi holder mıust have sirong technical 
knowledge of traning and management. Abeolutely aşsêntlal is the 
ability to develop staff, and to transfer knowledge and skills. Patlence Î 
and the ablllty to adapt theories and tachnlquse to the circumslarncas 
and culture of Cambodla are also very ımportanl, 


Further detalls may be obtained from Jenny Pearson, PO Box 
148, Phnom Penh, Cambodia, fax 55-23-427820 or 427856, 
amall PACT CGAM@UNLFI, alternately send CV, references, and 
¢, Sorar Jallar, including Salary requirement to the samo address. ۉ‎ 
Closing date 3.2.97. 1 


Opportunities Abroad 


England 


AGENTS WANTED 
Agents Abromd ûr wıth good 
overseas conlacis. Sought by smél 
eslablıshed but expanidıng Engh 
&š a Farelgn Language Schad. 
Generous commissıon alfered. 
The sdliool offars yaar round luitlun 
al all lavelgs, as well ù3 summer 
courses ard exam prapafratiûn. 

For delails wrlte I0: 

1.C.S.E 

26 Pottergate 

Norwich NR2 1DX 


MAIL ORDER 


Out of Print books 
English and U.S 


Faund and senl 
worldwide. A Helpful 
and efficient aervıce 

no search fees and ne 
obligation. Write, fax Of 
phone with your wanl. 


Caroline Harttey Soaksearch 
2 Hoole Street, 
Cntslerfleid, England S41 OAR 
Tel/Fax) +44 1246 558481 


emalı101707.6%ğ Cormpassrve. £018 


LONDON 
TOURIST 
FLATS 


(Wlmbledon) 
6 mins, siation, asll-contalnied. 
equipped, 2130-£320/veek. 
dapending on slze and se890 
8 2 wagks minimum. 1 
17 tL Mary's Road, Loni g10 ıt 
Tel 444 181 7 O6T3 Fac +44 181 944 


MERSEYSIDE HOLIDAY HOMES WIAA 
15 mins. Livarpool or 
(State whieh broohure 


fer work int reli and development worlduile 
1Û issues a yer wilh wer 3O vaci eneh isnue 
4 issues LMLIR} f LISSSO) IU iis £53 (USSD) 
sent hy c-nuuil or alrmt (plese speclHy your choice) 
plus {ree dircectury by uirmuıil on clther suhscripllrin. 
Puyınenl hy Access, Dell ur Val credit cnrd 
ar ly LIK banker’ Jruf1 mnle pûyahle ur: 


8 
World Service Enqulry 
Senay Shefh and Prosi C HHHEY 
I Stmckwrll Green Longlrın NWY v| ||" 
Fan +d 7I 747 327 ConUil: weit cubroud.11-Jrl Cinn 


An mtb uf C hrllons .Shraud. or pepe uf un Litllh sir ninu 
Lik f Tıarlly Nu ZASREAT?7 


THE BRITISH INSTITUTE 
OF FLORENCE 
Itallan/ Art History 
Regular shorl Courts 
One year 'A' levels 
Pre-unlverslty courses 
Gap year semrslers 
Easler revision ciulrses 
Sumner will ipera 
Tel: +39 55 284031 
Fax! +39 5S 289557 
Lungarno Gulcclardinl 9 
S0125 Flrenze 


REDO 
BARNA 


You must have university or other advanced education and 
experience in working with children and youth. 

You nıust also have relevant management experience, We 
assume that you have experience from working in foreign 
cultures, preferably Latin America. Fluency, both spoken and 
written, in Spanish and English is required. 


Al fhe selection we will also make note of your ability lo 
motivate and communicate with the people around you. lf Is 
imporlant iha you feel comfortable in a fascilitator’s role. 
You must be able to identify with Redd Barna’s code of 
conduct. 


Duration of employment: 2 years with the possibility of 
extension, The remuneration and benefits package compares 
favourably wilh other infemational NCOs. 


HEAD OF AIDS SECTION 


INTERNATIONAL DIVISION-LONDON BASED 
£23,007 - £26,007 pa 


CAFOD. ıhe officlal relief and developınent agency of the Catholic Church Iu 
England anı} Vales, lonking for a Heal ûf the AIDS Section in Its Internatlonal 
Divısiou 


In addirıon lo providing support for AIDS-related development projects In the 
Third Y¥orld wuh an annual huclget sf A750,000, CAFOD coordinates the 
response lû the pandemic of he worldwide Carıtas uetuork. 


The Head uf Scion leads and rnanages a Ieam ul {lve and ıs a member of ıhe 
Dilsional Management Team. 


For thls femanding and varled past, you will need to have subsuanlial 
expenerıce of the HIY AIDS pandennic, preferably 1n Ile Third World, be able 
tu a1se4s and evaluate projects, have wide ranging managerial an 
organisational skills and be able LZ underıuake extensive travel oxerseas. 


Commitmenl {> CAFOD's alms and objectives Is essenllal a background in 
mıerseas development 13s flesirabie as ls knowludge of the Catbulıc Church's role 
ln relief ard development. fou will alio preferably be a Catholic 

Fur a full ob descrıplton and applicallon form conlact 


Nıcholas Richards, CAFOD. 
Rormero Clase, Stockwell Road, 
London SW? TY 

{(Fax’ OO 44 171 274 9630 
E.mall.nrichard“ã cafod.org uk} 
Clases 2 january 1997 


CAFOD is striving to be an equal op poriualrtes employer. 


rf T5 TIME TOR JUSIICE: 


Recid Barna Is a Norwaglan membership orgarisatlon which Is politically neutral and non sectarian. Redd Barna alms to 
develop Increased Insight Info children 's needs and promote their rights, The work Includes tong term activities and 
emergency relief in A6la, Africa and Latin America, a8 well as work for exposed groups of children In Europe. The budget for 


Resident Representative 9 


cnoperaliun emphasizes nelworks and exchange of experience bull 
belween variuus local organisations and across cnuntry horders in 


1997, we now seek lo replace her. The Resident Represenlative wil] 


responsibility, anıl conduct negotiations with authorities and other 


Furlher Information may be obtained from Karl Thomassen or Aina Bergstrom, tel, 47 22 09 16 00, fax 47 22 OB 17 40. 
Appllcatlons wlih CV, certificates and testimonlals should be sent to: Redd Barna, Personnel & Org. Dept, 
P.O. Box 6200 Elterstad, N-0602 Oslo before January 15, 1997. 


1997 Is approximately NOK 300 mill. 


Nicaragua 


Recld Barna has worked in Nicaragua since 1987. 
The programme coniprises professional and financial support lo 
uryanisations that work for children and their rights. The 


ıhe region. Redd Barna Nicaragua has |4 staff ınd a budget of 
NOK I8 ınill for 1997. 


As nur Resident Represenlalive lerminales her contract in June 


have the overall responsibilty for planning, implementing, 
follow-up and further development of Redd Barna Nicaragua ‘s 
aulivilics. 

You will also have the idnıinistralive, financial and slaff 


partileTs. 


INTERIGHTS 


THE IHTERNATKONAG. CENTRE FA THE LEGAL FAQTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
is seaking 


A LEGAL INFORMATION OFFICER 


to edit and produce a qurarlerly Dilges! cf human nahts casê lav 
frnom Ilha Gommonwealth, lo develop a database of tha casê 
law arid t0 oversee INTERIGHTS brary and information resources. 
The successful candidate wıll have lagal qualfilcatlons Imorn a 
Commonwealth jurisarsllon, a sound knowlsdge of human rights 
la and experlenca ın summarising legal !ex{s. Fuancy In English Is 
essentlal. Soma tamiiarity vath lagal systems of ather Commonwealth 
counlriêS and expertise In informatlon sciences iS deslrab!s. 

Salary ın 1h regicn of 22,000. Based ir London. 

G'osIng date: 20 January 1937 

Interviews: Around 19 Fabruary 1997 

Further Information from Romana Cacchloli, INTERAIGHTS, 


33 Islington High Streot, London N1 SLH 
Tel: 0171 278 3230 Fax 0171 278 4334 


INTERIGHTS alms to be an equal Opporiunıtas amplayer 


CAR HIRE 


Through Ilha Autumn ard Winter pancd 
you can hira a Flal Ctrquecento Ior £91.00 
s weak Including YAT, COW, unimvied 
Mlgage and hı RAC/AA membarah'p. 

A "Mesel arl Qreel’ deriz 5 al5O avaîabla 
al dahwlek and Haathtow amorts 
Plus gal 3 days rag accommodailon aî 
one of 250 hotsta throughout ha UK 


FAXI-00 44 1943 832211 
DAIVERS MUST BE OVER 21 YEARS OLD 


FLOWERS BY POST 
ÃAİÎ year round 
12 Camallons £10,18 Carnations £13 
24 Camations £18, 12 Camallons & 
25 Freaelas £18, 24 Carnations & 26 
Freeslas £24.50, 25 Fresslas £10.50 


Fax: +44 1481 46013 


FhlusKlh zs 
@ JIB RF F 


al rid 


PAICEHES PER WEEK 

FRO EE OO Rotiveg Cow 4 VAT} 

f LOW, LOW PRICES Wf GREAT SERVICE FROM A WORLDWIDE 
COMPANY WF FULLY INCLUSIVE RATES 8 WIDE RANGE OF 


VEHICLES 8 OVER 60 LOCATIONS NATIONWIDE 
J GALL, WRITE OR FAX TO OUR CENTRAL, RESERVATIONS 


TELEPHONE FACSIMILE 
01494 442 110 01494 474 2 


THAIFTY EAR RENTAL THE OLD COURTHOUSE DHEMDEN ADAD HOH WYCOMBE BUCKS, H°13 BOT 


MODERN 
SERVICE 
APAATMENTS 


LONDON 
Salf-cantained, fully serviced aparîtmenlg in Kensington ¬ clase to park, shops, buses 
and subways, Colour TY, telsphonê, equlpped kitchen, central heating. Modern 
comfort at reasonabîe rales. Car Park, Brochura by relurn mall Quole G 
Special Winter rales November - April from £50 PH 


CHALFONT (KENSINGTON) LTD 


FROM £63 
pcr night 
per apartment 


196 202 KENSINGTON CHURCH STREET, LONDON W8 4DP ENGLAND |’ 


Tel (O) 171 220 B371 / 229 3085 Fax: (0) 171 727 7038 
Telax: 202433 (ref /83564} 


J3 niahts Hotel accommodation for Free 


سے سے س سے س ت سے سے سے یی س سے 


nights Hotel accommodation for Fre 


When you rani a car or a week you can slay al one of over 
200 hotels in Ihe UK. All you hava to pay for ıs breakfast and 
dinner. 


1 When youı acfd 10 [his that we have dropped our prices [O 
ا‎ £08.00 per wank, Ihen you can see that Ranting with 
i European Car Rental ıs altogether mors sensible. Contact 


u8 fovy for ınore cletalls. 
00 ٤ ¢ 
Tola} 1908 631 144 Par EVROPEAN 
Fax(+44} 1908 375 BB Wask R8 RENTAL 


Eman: 10032 1.22002 Compuiservs.Com 


ROBERT WHITLEY CAR HIRE Î Hiring a car in 
Rod cae PONE Î he UK this 
TATE CARS L115 PFW INC. year 7 

SERRA. CAY GL FAOM CIOS INCL 


PFEIMIROT HY LATE ODEL £149.50 
SFAT TOILED HEW AHTDIEL 
SEVE SRATFR ESTATE LI SE 


! OUR PRICES WILL 
NOT BE BEATEN 


GHMANADA GCHIS AUTO £13 Unlimited mileage meat 2 
CHOFTE OF OYER #40 ¥YEHCLE. IMULUDIES 
A1 COVER. UNLIMITED AILEAGE. TISURANCE j greo! at ManchesteriLondon 
AED FREE COLLECTION ANDI DELIVERY 
Far an Inmedlaıe compeHtre quote £9 | pw 
telephone 44 (OJILSZ - 794459 
ا‎ FID ا‎ Nay Cars fully melusive 
e B3! - 186 
amine Corts Road, Rurhmvor, TEL: +44 1483 860046 
farahala, Surry QULO 2EF- FAK: +44 1483 880187 
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The shows 
the thing 


DANCE 
Judlth Mackrell 


OLOUR and light play over 
the stark white set of Bunty 

Matthiasa’s show Viewpoint like 
sunahine and moonlight over a 
tiny Greek village. The stage is 
dominated by two crenellated 
stalrcanes, and when a penchy 
glow radiates behind thom ita 
like darm rising İn a violet sky. 

Moments later, a white noon- 
day light ctclıcea their shadows 
into linea of stecl, or a blue dusk 
nuspcenda (hem in» myatcry. The 
lighting flicks uyaln and a stormy 
purple charges the stage with 
celectricity. This ahow at the 
Qucen Flizabeth Hall is onc of 
the becat-deslgncd in London, 

Matlthias and Annabel] Haydıı 
cnmmissioncd their act and 
lighting (from Wells Mackcrcth 


frchitccts and Mark Rlidler) hbe- 


cause thcy wantcd to explore the 
relationahip between architec- 
ture tind dance. Buıt for much of 
the picce the chorcography’s 
function seems solely to draw 
allendon to the design. 

The dancers glide up and 
clown the atnirs and flex into 
moves that ceho the angles of ihe 
set, As the stnirs are wheclcd he- 
tween positions, the dancers too 
perform their steps back (o front 
or in reverse, They speci up or 
alow down in response to the 
lightlng's mood changes, and 
only sometimes do (hey luxuri- 
ale in thelr own more curry 
human shapes, or kick around 
in the empty spaces of thc set. 

Audiences with a passion for 
visuala may find thant the shapes 
made by the dancers’ bodies are 
enough to please. The perform- 
ers are good-looking and the 
choreography has moments of 
deft composition. But as dance lt 
ia disappointingly empty. 

With every line and gesture 
looking aa if they have been cal- 
4 hi} e a 


To the right . . . design wins aver 
content PHOTO: HENRE TTA BUTLER 
culated fof visual effect, you sua- 
pect that all the choreography 
waa created in front of a înirror. 
Itrarely carries an emotional or’ 
erotic charge, and Jt rarely sin 
with ita own sileht muaic. 1 

In fact, as the dancers dip and 
bend to Noel Watson's fashion.  , 
able collage score (femille vo. : ' 
cala, Bulgarian women’s choir 
and electric guitaz), the effect is 
of peopîe poalng. Ullirnatelyit 
fecla as uncomfortable as trying 
to eat irı anı over-des 
restaurant. You feel as if you've 
been stranded in a foom where Î . 
peoples ûnly purpose 1s to blend Û i 
in wit the decor — not to satiafy ÎÛ 
any messjer humaû deslrêa, Î ' 


ment at London's Hampstead 
Theatre, a firat play by a young 
actorcomedlan. The hero is a 30- 
yearold Jewish estate agent who, 
like Cartwright's protagonist, is 
nmother-dominated and has difficul- 
ties with girls. But when he falls for 
an Ulaterborn TY reporter and 
threatens to marry out, he breaks 
the titular conmandment: "Thou 
shalt nat give any posthumous vic- 
ims to Hitler,” In the enc the play is 
a straightforward plea for Judaism 
to shed its obsession with the past 
aııl adopt a constructive attitude to 
inter-marriage. 

Schneider writes, and plays the 
lead character, with obvious sincer- 
ity. But in his case the linguistic 
obsession manifests itself in 1 com- 
pulsion io round out every scene 
with a punchline as if we were 
watching a series of comic sketches. 
Il's a quipluıngry play typified by 
ihe moment when tle girlfrientl, en- 
visioning {he possibillly of niixcel 
Jewish-Ulsler Protestant chillren, 
clubs (hem Jaffu Oranges. 

The play's saving graces arc its 
Jiberal stance and lhe qualily of ils 
performance. Sheila Steinfel İS ulıl- 
slancdling as the Jewish mun who 
argutcs, with passionate convicliin, 
{hat marriage lo a shiksa is u form of 
betrayal. Even when she pops Up 
through lhe bedclalhes, while lhe 
berû is sfrvmlously trying to make 
love, she manages to retain a cer- 
lain dignity. 

Selneider has wrilen i motler- 
alely funny message play. Bin ynu 
feel he uften pursues 1l jokes i1- 
sleadl of letting (hom come to him, 
ın allows his luve of wurd-play to 
doniinate the actian. Language ix at 
its best, as Cartwright pruves, when 
il grows organically fronı character 
and situation rather than being 
stuck on in impasto style: ilen it 


Hau. İ achieves the real potential for poetry. 


E a i e Ar a E 
David Schneider the chop FHOTO: RICHARD MIDEN 


falls into patterned phrases: at one 
paint, the Slag reveals her hatred of 
men by reeling off a racist litany of 
clients, starting with “kinky Chinks 
taking ages to come", that seems 
almast too rehearsed. 

But Cartwright certainly proves 
that our young writers are devoted 
wordsmiths. His own production 
also achieves an exhilarating sen- 
sory urgency thanks to the uninhib- 
ited acting of Polly Hemingway as 
the aching Slag, and of Tim Potter 
as the Oedipal client clearly seeking 
mother-substitutes and prey to 
labial and olfactory obsessions. 

A fascinalion with language also 
lies at the heart of David Schnei- 
der's The Eleventh Command- 


E 
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Rock n’ roll on 


İndian takeaway”, the images seem 
tangible, precise and resonant. 

Tve no doubt the play will be 
linked with other recent excursions 
into low-life desperation such as 
Shopping And Fucking or even the 
stage version of Trainspotting, 
Both, to me, smacked of deliberate 
shock tactics: there was an element 
of testing the audience to see how 
far you could go. But what distin- 
guishes Cartwright's play is its 
sense of sadness and recognition of 
the crying need for company. lf it 
has a fault, it is that it sometimes 
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Jeffrey Segal 


THEATRE 
Michael Billington 


E ARE often told that we 
WW: in a visual culture. 
Clearly the message 


hasn't got through to our young 
dramatists, who are utterly ob- 
sessel with language. The latest 
proof is Jim Cartwright's I1 Licked 
A Slag's Deodorant (Royal Court 
Theatre Upstairs, London) which, 
running only 50 minutes, is a piece 
of word-drunk, jagged poetry about 
desolation and solitude. 

Cartwright's play is tough and 
bleak, He preseııts us with Man andl 
Slag, a lıclpless ımislit and 4 crack- 
adcdlictedl whore. The Man is 
strangely drawn to Slag's worlcl. He 
not only Hicks ler deoclorant but sits 
iı her tatly pad wilh a stripper's 
scenled bra over his eyes. But when 
he is slashed and beaten by her 
pimp and supplier, and left in the 
sireet with a bucket over his head, 
she takes him back home. They end 
up in a parody marriage with him 
living under the bed, anıidst the 
fluffballs and condoms, listening to 
her professional couplings. 

What Cartwright is saying is not 
startlingly original: that people liv- 
ing al the extreme eclge of solitude 
arr drawn together by necessity. 
lut he views society's (liscards with- 
out a hint of condescension but with 
an astonishing, alınost negligent "O- 
ctry. The play is primarily a linguis- 
lic experience in which Cartwright 
paints piclures through words: as 
the Man (lescribes a corpse, “covered 
in dust and beetles”, being renoved 

tron the upstairs roonrt, or the Slag 
evokes her flat, “the carpet like an 


AII aboard with Dando 


There's too much to think about. . , 
The computer . . . the credit card 
swipes. They're £9.99. No, they're 
not. They're £4.99. Alison! I'm press- 
ing the wrong buttons here. Î don't 
know what I'm doing.) So she re- 
treated to the galley. Where she 
couldn't open a milk carton. 

In The Verdict (BBC2) Mr Jus- 
tice Hooper was off to work. “To- 
morrow I start a murder,” 

A cool customer, constable. 

David Rose, who has a firm grasp 
of priorities, asked the crucial ques- 
tion: “How do you keep your stock- 
ings up?" The judge said he used to 
wear women's tights but they 
tended to descend with the setting 
sun. “I hit upon the idea of what are 
called Thigh Highs.” 

His clerk, who looks like a supe- 


rior butler, buys them from Deben- 


hams and has other unexpectéd 
duties, "Sometimes I] arrange a 
spare lady." For dinner, naturally. 

Judges are believed tû be remote. 
Like ducks on a pond, they seem to 
be in life, not of it. Like dücka, there 
is something inherentîy amusing 
about them. Judge Goldstein lists 
only one club, hig bridge club. Yet 


he seriously considered giving up 
2 


this passion when Hie 


judge, “In case some row might, 
break out at the table, which would 


be unseemly,” I had ne idea bridge 
was so inflammatory, (He has also 
been a West Ham fan from a boy 
and doesn’t seem to worry .about 
unseemly scenes at Upton Park)  , 

Judge Tucker explairied reassur- 
ingly how jidges have their finger 
on the public pise: “I happen to live 
yery close to ã council estate, My 
gardener lives herè.” ' ' 


TELEVISION 
Nancy Banks-Smlth 


f7 OU get all the good jobs, 

don't you?" grumbled a 
Percy Sugden sound-alike, boarding 
his flight to Orlando. Jill Dando, 
dressed as a stewardess, flashed 
her fine teeth. 

It is easy to build up quite a 
dangerous head of steam watching 
holiday programme presenters 
swan around the world at our 
expense, Fasten Your Seatbelt 
(BBC1) is a useful escape valve. 

Jill Dando worked a8 an air stew- 
ardese anid Kevin Woodford as an 
entertainer on a crulse liner. Under 
pressure, you noticed with interest, 
ghe whinges and he bristles, 

Kevin's lowest point was his ar- 
rival. “What do I call you?” he asked 
the eritertalnments officer, “Sir's 
fine,” “Sf? “Sir!” On his final as- 
sessment Attitude To Authority was 
left empty. His finest hour was a ren- 
dition of Great Balls Of Fire. I would 
describe if as pretty dashed brave, 

. Jill was not gruntled to discover 


that nobody looked at her. “They've: 


got their headphûnes on, they're 
looking up at the screen, You think, 
T'm a human being here. Hello!" În 
this she was mistaken, They were 
watching, i ۰ 

She couldn't get the trays out of 
the’ trolley (“Why are they all come 
ing olıt tOgether? Oh, I can't get that 
out at a/F) and, once they were ouit, 
she couldn't pût them back (Tm 


going to gët someone to help me. I 


can't do it.) She was spectacularly 
null and void about the duty-free 


trolley. (Tm starting to panic now, 


them :to: 


Works of art up for grabs 


James Emson, managing director of 
the Art Loss Register. “There apn- 
pear to be plenty of low-level dealers 
who are willing to buy without ask- 
ing too many questions," 

The register put together the 
report on the world's top 150 artists 
after approaches from Japanese 
banks, which are holding millions of 
pounds’ worth of paintings taken as 
loan security from conipaniea. 
Many of the companies have since 
gone bankrupt because of the coun- 
trys recession and property-fraud 
scandal. 

"[t would be important for a bank 
not to be seen to be selling stolen 
art,” Mr Emson said. 

In the past year, police, insurance 

companies and loss adjusters have 
been inundating the register with 
details of items ranging from mas- 
terpleces such as Crying Lady With 
A Cat by Miré to pieces of silver- 
ware, furniture, jewelery, and flre- 
places ripped out of stately homes. 
. The register has been involved in 
the recovery of £225 million worth of 
stolen art since İt began operating 
in 1991, the bulk of it in the past 18 
months. 

Art thieves, often connected to 
drug-trafficking cartels or paramili- 
tary organisations in Nèrthern Ire- 


land and the Irish Republic, may 


hold on’ to stolen works for many 
years before passing 
trusted dealers. The items' are Hien 


sold on through a web of agents, 


making If difficult to trace them, 


“After the importatlon of illegal ' 
drugs, this is one of the most serl 


ous organised criminal activities,” 


said Nicholas Somers of the Soclety’ 


for Valuers and Auctioneers. ' ' 


„think that most members ûf the. 
r Of works of art by such 


Kamal Ahmed onı a rise 
inthe number of art thefts 


ORE than 2,000 works of art 

from some of the world's 
greatest artists, Including Picasso 
and Rembrandt, are missing, many 
solen, as criminals target the art 
world to launder money from drug 
deals and fraud. 

A new report from the Art Loss 
Register reveals the enormous num- 

er of missing masterpieces and a 
rapid increase in art theft. This year 
lhe register has been notified of 
L400 stolen works of art and an- 
ques a month, compared with 400 
a month in 1993. 

Picasso heads the list in terms of 
numbers: nearly 300 of the Spanish 
Painter's works are missing, includ- 
ing the oil painting Ace Of Clubs 
and the watercolour El Christo De 
Montmartre, both stolen from gak 
leries in Switzerland. Ace Of Clubs 
Is valued at £500,000. 

e behind is Marc Chagall, 
1 Russian-born expressionist. 

lore than 200 of his works are 


missing, Other artists in the top 10 


Include Joan Miré, with more than 
missing works, Albrecht Dilrer, 
ıı, brand, Salvador Dali and Andy 
arhol, all with more than 100 miss- 
1g paintings, and David Hockney, 
wilh 45 missing works. : 
Many of the paintings are price- 
CS — Rembrandts Storm On ‘The 
3 Of Galilee, stolen ii 1990, was 
IS only known seascape, 
public 
numbe 
noted 


would be shocked by the 
People that are missing," sald 
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were considered the natural cor | 
stituency of support for mlluriy 
rights. Voacilerous and dangerous 
black anıl Asian separatisls on 
make suıch disengagement easier. 
Without regaining the support of 
white liberals, the fight againsl 
racism is for ever losl. 


E NEED to re-deflne cam 
WV x too, as a matter of 
some urgency. Multicul 


turalism has for too long meant 
everyone else but white English 
people. The British identity faces 
enormous anxieties because people 
feel it is under threat fronı Europê 
and from within by minorily groups. 
These anxieties need to be taken sê 
riously by etlınic minorities and the 
political leadership. 1 

There is nothing in John Major's 
rather pathetic vision of a Britain 
full of cricket .pitches and church 
going maids on bicycles, but where 
is the alternative dream? One which 
includes and delights in the result 
ing impurity and diversity? 

And finally, without a significant 
shift in attitudes, nothing real an 
lasting can be achieved. Professor 
Bhikhu Parekh, ex-deputy chal 
man of the Council for Racial Equal 
ity, is spot on when he says that 
what is now needed is "respect an 
recognition which go beyond equal 
opportunity and call for a profound 
change in white society’ attitude to 
ethnic minorities”, 

It is only when this happens that 
we will be accepted as a part of ت‎ 
nation; as people who fought 0 
died for it, who have helped to bu 
it instead of being seen as interlor 
ers making impertinent demands 
for privileges which are not oUrS 
right. Then, maybe, that surly 
pervisor at Ford might just begi 
understand why he should beha 
more fairly towards "coloured. 
ج ر ج نے‎ 


Yasmin Alibhal-Brown, a fellow 

at the Institute for Public Polley 
Research, ls the author of No Pl 
Like Home (Virago), on the Uganden 
Aslan experience 


aT meer 
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November, California voted to ban 
gender and race quotas in govern- 
ment posts. As Maurice Franks, an 
American professor of law, wrote re- 
cently: “The civil rights movement, 
and the labour movement, became a 
model of social change in America: 
a model of organised demancl, ob- 
durate resistance and little meaning- 
ful change.” In Britain, too, race 
equality work is more or less extinct 
in many areas. 

If there is to be any lasting and 
real progress on race equality, we 
will need to make nıore of an effort 
to understand how complex the pic- 
ture iş and make a moral case for 
equality, Although the evidence of 
persistent racial discrimination is 
indisputable, unimaginable develop- 
ments have also taken place. 


Colin Powell is the most popular . 
public figure in the US today, Mid- . 


dle-class blacks there are among 
the most powerful, influential and 
successful people of colour in the 
world. In Britain, Asian millionaires 
are commonplace as are highly re- 
garded black individuals in broad- 
casting, entertainment and sports. 

We will have to find a way to ex- 
plain to people — especially white 
people who have lost out in these 
lard tines — that the forces of 
progress and regression can Co- 
exist and that they do nat cancel 
each other out. One mellifluous TV 
newsreader like Trevor McDonald 
does not herald springtime for all 
blacks. 

Life is more unpredictable and 
volatile for everyone. Once there 
were enough low-grade jobs for 
blacks and equal opportunities did 
not mean a zero-sum game. Now it 
does, because of downsizing and be- 
cause black and Asian people are 
not content to stay İn their allocated 
places. 

Middle-class white people are 
now facing real competition from 
ethnic minorities, The new “"conger- 
vative” agenda on both sides of the 
Atlantic means that there is now a 
fashionable aud convenient rejec- 
tion. of victimhood from those who 
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Colour cinahı .. . hostile glances greet blacks outside a labour exchange in 1 949 
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back. [n fact, 1 worked then for a 
government-funded agency which 
was recruited to go into the Dagen- 
ham plant anci provide this training, 

Î remember sitting in a circle, 
with a group of all-white super visors 
who listened with indifference 
and/or contempt as I tried to ex- 
plain the law and why equal oppor- 
tunities was good for the company. 
They listened; then Bill, the one 
with very thick wrists and rock-hard 
face, slowly pronounced: “Look 
lady, I have nothing against 
coloureds. They work here, same as 
us. And good luck to them, I say. 
But they can speak English as good 
as you, they, can try, but they will 
never be one of us. Never. They can 
never be Britislı," These are the atti- 
tudes that underpin what is going 
on at Ford, Texaco and elsewhere. 


These attitudes can never be pok , 


ished away simply with equal oppor- 
tunity policies or even the more 
punitive legal machinery in the US. 


EOPLE like Herman Ouse- 
ley and Lord Lester of Herne 

Hil believe passionately that 
much more can be changed with 
real political will which has not been 
forthcoming from the present 
British government. In fact this has 
been yet another abysmal failure 
that one can freely attribute to the 
Conservalives. Î fall to understand 
how so many of my Aslan brethren 
can vate for them. Money must rot 
nat only conscience, but the instinct 
for self-preservalion. But even if we 
get a change of government which 
has greater political commitment, 
without olher transformations this 
will be inadequate to deal with a 
problem which is so Influenced by 
the changing social and economic 
landscapes tlınt have overtaken 
both countries. : 

1 It is also now obvious that. coer- 
clon or even economic threals are 
unlikely to shift hearts and minds, 
They nıay even make people more 
determined to discriminate or ex- 
clude, or join the backlash. Thiş is 
certainly happening İn the US, In 
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18 ESSAY 


Yasmin Allbhal-Brown argues that the failure of 
anti-racist laws and campaigns leaves Britain in 
need of aradical new approach to multiculturalism 


Black looks 
and white Iies 


swer the question: “What ınakes 
you think someone like your can 
coıme here?" 

Meanwhile, in the United States, 
we have just scen a parlicularly clra- 
malic illustration of alleged racist 
lchaviour by a large organisation. 
The oil company Texaco has just 
paid out more than $176 million Lo 
1,5UÛ0 past and pres black em- 
ployees to fend off a racecliscrini- 
nation lawsull after execulives wert 
secrelly recirded using racially of 
fonsive expressions. It is le’ larggrst 
such sealllemen in the US, Peter 
Bijur, Ihe chairinan, wlio capiululecl 
uncler niudlta presstirv antl [lireats of 
buycotls by bilncks, sail on CNN 
lhat Texaco was just Lhe "lij of the 
iceberg” of corporate rAcisIn. 

Niosl US blacks iie now caught in 
a cycle of unemployment, (lepriya- 
tiou, crime and violence. Hunclreds 
of thousands are in piîson, As the 
pouresl inhabitanis of certain cities, 
vven İf they do firkl work, heir life 
chances are appalling. In Los Ange- 
les, fhe annual income of those al 
the bollom of ihe pile — mostly 
blacks antl Hispanics — is $6,821. 
"Te lop fifth of these ethnic groups 
in tle samc city have average in- 
comes ol $123,008. 

Thirty years or more after the 
civil rights mavenıent, and race rela- 
tions legislation in both countries, is 
this it? Whal does this say about 
race relations in Britain and the US? 
And most imporlant of all, how on 
earth do those who have been cajol- 
ing, persuading, training, educating 
and threatening organisations to 
shape up for decades respond to this 
obvious manifestation of failure? 

It is tiımne now for a radical re- 
think on the equality strategies that, 
have been promoted for so long that 
they have almost entered the food 
chain. In fact, one of the first actions 
taken by Texaco since its public hu- 
miliation has been to buy in “diver- 
sity and sensitivity” training. Other 
companies, such as Chase Manhat- 
tan and Columbia Gas, are scurry- 
îng around auditing their own 
ethnic profiles. We have settled tno 
comfortably into the consensus that 
things will and can get better with 
policies, training, tougher and more 
effective laws, lt is trying to crush a 
hard nut with tweezers, All this may 

indeed be necessary, but even they 
can only tinker with the system or 
get through some nıinimal chan ges. 
Some believe lhey can actually help 
to disguise racist attitudes and be- 
haviour. The police are an excellent 
example of this. 

Anti-racist Lraining has been İinsti- 
fled at great expense by various 
British forces for over |3 years now. 
ll has male no difference to the 
welkdocumented racism within the 
police force, the dealhs of black 
men İn custody or the lack of trust 
thal cxisls beiween the police and 
black ancl Asian conımunllîies, 

Bith Ford and Texaco have al- 
ready invested luge amounts of 
time and moncy in developing equal 
opportunity slrategies. Texaco had 
an affirnıalive-aclion policy in place 
and special sclıolarship for blacks 

and other vigible minorities. Ford 
was one of ihe first big companies 
in Briain to bring in equal epportu- 
nity training more than a decade 


ORD MOTORS in Britain 
۴ has ({once again} heen ac 
cusetl of lacilly concloning al- 
legedly racist practices in tle 
company. Or as my forthright hlack 
frienel Godfrey, whe usc to work 
there, puls il: “They have been 
caught again with t{lıeir panls down, 
pissing on blacks.” 

in Tebruiry, Ford pail £1,700 tu 
hur black workers ufler if was 
disvuoverec tut iheir faves in i 
photograph use for primunuional 
nleyiul hal been replica! by 
inapgus of while people. Thue con- 
any described this as ıı “atlniinis- 
lraulîve error". 

Earlier this mouth, an inelustriial 
trihınal hearel Lhatl lhnuyeh JO purr 
cenl of Forel workers are black st’ 
Asin, mosl of (het cannol get élite 
jobs ıs drivers wilh lhc truck leet. 
Ais is because existing (rivers 
have been kvepink uul black (rivers 
hy operating t1 relntivesefirst policy. 
The mariqgemod chaos nol lw 
inler YUM’. 

Tord gol caught. Muy, ınany 
nller organisations in Lhe private 
ıd public sectors at engaged in 
simıilar subterranean discriminalury 
priciices. Mosl carry oan unde- 
tected; others doit care, Even 
national newspapers, for exanıple, 
recruit slaff, coluınnists and conı- 
missioning editors largcly Uurough 
informal networks and (so I aın 
told) al those Irightfully exclusive 
north London dinner parties. No 
wonder that Brilain still has fewer 
than 30 ellınic-minority staff jour- 
nalislš out of 5,000 and as yet no 
edîtors or regular commentators. 

There is, thus far, one civil ser- 
vant above rade Five {and he is a 
race adviser), pilifully few judges, 
business hoard or quango members 
or haspilal consultants, even though 
25 per cent of health service doctors 
are froımn the ethnic minorities. Last 
year the Commission for Racial 
Equalit' backed individual com- 
paints against local atıthorities, em- 
ploynıent agencies, security and 
financial services and solicitors. 
Diane Abbott, the Labour MP ex- 
pressed it crudely, but she was right 
to point oul the fliscrimination faced 
by’ long-serving black staff in the 
National Heallh Service. The Prison 
Service hiul to pay out a record 
£28,500 to a black auxiliary officer 
for injury to feelings. And the same 
attitudes can be found in the City, 
the Royal Mail, alnost anywhere 
you care to nok. 

Recent figures from lhe Office 
for National Statistics show that lev- 
els of unemployment among blacks, 
Pakistanis antl Bangladeshis in 
Brilain are tlıree tiınes higher than 
fur whites. Olher studics reveal that 

ellınit minorilics are overtaking 
whiles in eclucalional ichievements. 
You cannot win. Many of us — even 
dir harcl socialists — nınde the diff 
cult and expensive decision to put 
our children into top private schools 
believing foolishly that we woulıl 
then bypass racism. 

This year, a siıkly showed many 
of ilrese talented, bright children — 
ny owıı son among then — had 10 
ince overtly discriminatory behayv- 
jour at Oxbridge interviews, Like 
many otlıers, his surname provîdledl 
some merriment and he failed to an- 
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They're thrilling and topical — Michael Crichton’'s books have a knack of being touched by real events, writes Mark Lawson 


Popular fiction’s man of the moment 


including film rights of around $3 
million for' each of his recent titles, 
have put hin? ıuıp there with the hox- 
ers and the corporate raicters in the 
Anıerican irıcome lists, 

How did this lurnaround happen? 
With Jurassic Park, Rising Sun arıdl 
Disclosure, Crichton lal anditi- 
paledl, or chanced upon, lwo key tele- 
ments n nineties cullure, The first 
was ihnt — in a world incrcnsingly 
saturated wilh fact în (lıe fornt of Yi- 
sual and printetl news — the task nf 
popular fiction would be nöt es- 
capist but explanatory. 

The secuncl was that — as a ner- 
vons Hollywoal became ever less 
keen o01 original scıipis and con- 
cepls, prelerring s{ories wiviclt luacl 
been shown to wark in another 
form — {he gup belwee novel ancl 
lm ircatment should be closecl as 
tuhlly as possible, ‘Ihe Crichton 
formula depemleel on three ole- 
Monis: presvietce, leclunalogry, itl 
cıra readiness. 

Tuuely, inloriniuive ancl Filoguble, 
Afra is i Cassie Criclen procl- 
url, û retin’ to for alot (he sloppy 
ancl uppurlunistir The Leosl Worlct, 
his srquel lo lurissie Turk. 

Sl over (e xe ul ù single 
wel — Cricllo's [referrer tine- 
sa, tom Tle Auclrerecda train 
Ureough lo Rising Dun inel incl 
SU — o buk begins WIND o UCA t- 
pli isal ol rll 
abel lrane lacilic Fligell oH, an 
NÊ wiengiud airliner ying 
fro ong Kung le Donyvevr. hre 
pS AKT dir tol iucl nearly 100 
jure when Ue jt nake an Cnr 
gency landing it jos Angels nir 
pal. he nirriMive then ayile' hums fis 
Norton Aircrill. ntnufClureér sf 
the pluıe, A luge order far NI2s is 
unter uel wilh the Chinusu 
id wll be wrecked if ic he w-Rrti- 
eralior plntre is shown 1o lve ial 
inclioned. Casey Singleton, who 
works inu the lrıcitltıd Review teanı1 
at Norlon, must find the explaniılion 
for {he accident în an almosphere of 
corpurate secrecy and paranoia. 

Intriguingly, given thal Crichton 
is a multi-nillianaire whase preyi- 
ous books haye been soınewhat 
riighiwîing in their assunıptions, Air- 
franıe is an opeıı altack on the frer- 
market dereg!dation of the airlines 
by Presiclent Reagan and the resıull- 
tant reduclion in nıaintenance and 
passéenger salety. A sub-plot featur- 
ing journalistic vultures [rom an 
American television current affairs 
show covering the the accident also 
blames what Crichton sees as media 
irresponsibility on the removal of 
the lair reporting restrictions on 
television journalists, another initia- 
tive of the Reagan adlministratîon. 

This is by far the author's most 
necessary book. 

Buti commercial airliners do mal- 
funclion, on a roughly monthly 
basis, and so Crichton's latest 
thriller deals with urgent rather 
than merely diverting material. A 
lesser writer would have made their 
fictionally stricken plane lhe target 
of terroriaım, but Criclıton realises 
that the majority of air accidents re- 
süll from mechanical nıishantlling 
or malfunction. The increasing sug- 
geslion that the TWA 80Û disaster 
was cause! by teclınical failure las, 
typically, cune at exactly the right 
time for his book. 

If you ever find in a publisher's 
cilalogue the announcement uf al 
impending Crichton navel called 
Armageddon, gather your loved 
ones antl heacl for llıe hills. 


Alrfrarne is publıshed by Century at 
£16,989. TO order a copy at the 
special discount price of £1 2.99 
contact Books TheGuardianWeekly 


tions were selfconscious puns 
about his build, (he former being a 
famous American dwarf anıl thc lat- 
ter a variation on Long John. The 
facl that he hid behind Lhem sug- 
gests he assumerl he would one day 
produce something better, although 
there was an early irxlication of zeit- 
geistsurfing in A Case Of Need, a 
Jetfrey Hudson thriller set in an 
abortion clinic, antl published in 
196B, just before the dcbiıte over {le 
ethics of legalised terminations 
erupted. 

Qualifying as a tloctor tle follow- 
ing ycar, Crichton look a fellowship 
with Jonas Salk, creilur' of the polio 
vaccine, ln 1900, Cricllon publishecl 
The Andromeda Sirain, the firs 
work will whiclı he hacl Ten himıpy 
to sev lis own bune Opn Ihe Cerver, 

The young vrtlilor assignetl to 1l 
buok, Roberl Gotlieb, nul ian in- 
tervrulun which woulel be crucial 
lo the eration uf Ue Criclton [ile 
dt'y frais. The Andrei 
Sralu Lolel of an Mlenmpl by Live" 
ATC bihenisls lo resist il 
TUE virus iron rice which hirs 
ifoecel rh afer u ctosh of i 
sirnille ube. Guttleb adviud 
le Eyeukl Crit lı pure 
dwn Curie lor descipMion sued i1 
Tr jayehulouy and imu lle 
book in lr Syle ol popular nviet- 
lic jourualisun, wilh stucciato Ln" 
til prose, Hotacopiocl ucts. 
dnd MEANS, im û list ıt SolrUus 
al lhe lid, 

Gullieb, th sehularly elitr, ancl 
CTcMun, fhe spuiletl doctor, lul 
engineerul the tecelmo-thriler, a 
eT Detwuen he Moved imc 
otin. The bouk alo (lemonstra eul 


If you ever hear of a 
Crlchton novel called 
Armageddon, gather 
your loved ones and 
head for the hills 


the writer's skill at [iclionalising pre- 
vailing anxieties, drawing on post 
Apollo lH fears about the risks of 
penetrating space, although it can 
also be read today as impressively 
pre-Ãids and pre-Ebola in its depic- 
tion of viral mayheın. Ft signalled an 
early indication of Crichton's altrac- 
tiveness to film-makers, earning 
him a life-changing fee of $250,000 
for the rights to the 1971 film. 

Two more scientific nightmare 
novels followed: The Terminal Man 
(1972), in which medical elecirodes 
turn a patient into a psychopath, and 
Westworld (1973), a futuristic 
thriller about a theme park in which 
tourists enact rather than observe 
their fantasies, 

The film was enough of a success 
to put Crichton in denıand behind 
the camera, but the next decatle aııd 
a half lookecl like a classic California 
story of nultiple marriages, psycho- 
analysis And squanclered talent, 
There were so-so filns — The First 
Great Train Robbery (1978) — and 
no-no books, Including a novelisa- 
tion of Beowulf whiclı Crichton now 
omits from his bibliographies. 

Hinıself looking like an artisllc 
flinosnur as his sixth (lecade 
loomed, Criclıiton sal dow in his 
Sauta Monica offlce apartment 1o 
write a techno-thriller about reborn 


.«flinognurs. In ı [ive years since {le 


pırblication of Jurassic Park, he lıas 
soll around 30 nıillion books, which, 


the worst of all texts with wlıich to 
settle down on a 747. For Airfrane 
is a tlıriller about a micl-air disaster 
which strikes a comnıercial jet. The 
ıuovie i4, inevitably, alreacly in pro- 
duction but, however successful, 
seems (lestinecl to become the firsl 
Crichton spinoff to be rejecled as 
an in-flight niovie. 

Crichton has come to be re. 
gardecl as popular ficlion's Mystic 
Mike, He has a knack for anticipnt- 
ing the saleable which, had it nat 
made him impossibly rich as a nov- 
elist, might have earned bim many 
millions as a stockbroker. 

Jurassic Park — in wlıich a scien- 
list succceds in replicating (li- 
nosaur's from DNA — wus 
publisheul just weeks before the firsl 
xwienlilice irticles claiming {hit 
tuning had become a grnuinc stCi« 
onlilie pussibilly, andl was therefore 
perfectly posilinnetl to be an ACCU 
sible fncus for nicdin debnte On He- 
netic engincering. 

Rising Sun — in which ù murder 
in iı Tokyu cnuraion is the peg fur 
an exAaminialion of the lapuiesr Ii- 
nincidl duiiuiou ul America — 
perlrclly vuincilerl wih a US elec 
tun yar i whit inSurgeHl cili 
diles Du Burlitnan atl Russ erol 
hil raised lor the rsd ime the 
fusion u he vom Ireil 
hen llr kast. 

Aud Disclosure — which celi 
ul û sexual barassutenl sul iN «1 
Selle ot]Muer Ciorpmrilist — lil 
the lick or julguieM lu be pulr 
shel un he eve uf (he tlecliuraliun 
al gender war’ in America, wilh lhe 
sexu hirassCıl iCCUsaliuls 
brnuglt by Anita Hill against 
Supreme Court nuıninet Clarence 
Thomas antl the emasculation of 
John Wayne Bobbitt by lıis wife. 

The aviation thriller is alreacdly an 
well-established genre and the 
melancholy history ûf passenger 
flight is such that any nnvel about 
an air disaster is nearly guaranleedl 
a topical peg, Yet, eveıı so, it is an- 
other iribute ta Criclton's fictional 
premonition that Airframe, a projecl 
he starltecl twû years ago, should 
come to be published in what lıas 
been the year of the scary aero 
plane. It reaches the bookstores 
within mouths of the TWA 800 dis- 
aster; the worlcl’s worst mid-air colli- 
sion, over Delhi, and within weeks 
ûf the hijacked plane disaster in the 
Comoros. Once notoriously labelled 
a "zeitgeist-surler", the author haš 
caught the wave perfectly again. 

Yet Crichton's position in the 
nineties as one of only two Ameri- 
can novelists to have become a 
superpower iıı hoth publishing and 
movie-ınaking — the other is the 
legal thriller writer John Grisham — 
igs all lhe more surprising for the fact 
that, as le approached his SOtlı 
birthday five years ago, lıis artistic 
career would lıave been written off 

as an interesling failure. 

Born in Chicago in 1942, Crich- 
ton seemed by aclolescence sune- 
one designed İf not for dislinclion 
then distindlivencss, stantling 6ft 
Jin and displaying a genius-level IQ. 
Gradualing from Harvard wilh a 
firstclass degree in antlıropology, 
he speııt a year lecturing in thal sub- 
ject before enrolling at Harvard 
Meqdlical School. 

Having alrcady been supported 
by his fanıily through one degr'ee, 
he paid his way tough medicine 
by writing hack tlırillers, al a rate of 
several l(housand worcls each day, 
under the pseudonyıns Jeffrey Hud- 
son ancl Jolın Lange. These designa- 


well-researched inlormation — on 
genctic engineering, econonic im- 
perialism and sexual harassment 
law respeclively — to reassure 
snootier readers lhal their brains 
are not entirely treading air. And, 
when they ran out of pages, ley 
were likely to find {hat one of the 
ınovies rapiclly produced from the 
books — Spielberg's Jurassic Park 
became the most successful [iln of 
all line — playing on the cabin en- 
tertainment system. 

So passengers in transit this 
month will have beeu thrilled to find 
a new hardcover Crichton title on 
clisplay at Healhrow, Kennedy and 
all other English language tleslina- 
tions, ‘They will soon discover, 
though, Mal the former Iraveller's 
Iricnd has, witlı {his book, producccl 


FHOTOSRAPH: JONATHUN ELEY 


been very good to tlıriller 

writers, Even people who are 
cerebral reatlers when on terra 
firma prefer, while in the air, a fast- 
paced narrative. They wanl some- 
lhing wliich will easily distract thenı 
from the tedium or’ {ear of their ele- 
valecl incarceration. So airport 
bookstores have becûıne a lucrutive 
market for the yarn-spinners ancl 
one of the main heroes of the preş- 
surised readers lıas been Michael 
Criclıtou. 

"The American writers bestselling 
novels of (he ninelies — Jurassic 
Park (1991), Rising Sun {1992}, Dis- 
closure (1993) — have becn tlle 
perfect flyers (liversion: movie 
ready 1ales told in shorl, lense 
snes interspersed with enouglı 


1 ONG-HAUL air travel has 
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Eminent Victorians: the public and private lives of three literary spirits who shaped an age of worries and wonders 


ik | The original Humbert 


Natasha Walter the march of (lesire. For instance, 

when Dodgson is desperately trying 
Lewis Carroll to find new girls lo photograph 
by Michael Bakewell naked, he iş thrilled that the mother 
Helnamann 381pp £20 of one of the little girls he has 


photographed has put her “full 


Lewis Carroll: A Portrait with [ront" phalograph out in her draw 


E ing room — "“[ quite hope thal 
John Murrey 405pp £25 picture on your drawing-roonı tahle 
y 4U2PP will serve as u sort of 'decoy-luck’ 

and reveal to you (and ıraugh you 

11 HE Rev CL Dodgson had | to me) olher parents who pûssess 
| no life," wrote Virginia | well-made clilklren who have a tasle 
Woolf. But that hasn't put | for being taken without lhe encum- 


anyone off. Michael Bakewell's new 
biography, as he is clearly aware, 


brance of dress," he wrote. Hunr 
bert's prudishness about Lolitas 


behaviour (no dates, nn (lances) 


chimes in with the adtilucles of this 


other, less selfconsCcious paelo 
pile. Dodgson strongly berated hih 
child friengls for any precocious hu 
haviour, His furtive love of “Tilllc tur | 
dlities" is buth sensual and sical, an 
udtl combination thal Niabokny vaje | 
tured perfevtly. 

Bul uvernl Thomas's bingrapliy 
isut nearly as salislyin i 
Bakewell's siraightlorwarıl, chewy 
uurralive. Bakewell reniınls us wl} | 
hese slunlies and bDigriaphic's gu on ' 
cluuking uff the presses. There ka 
vu — it MYSLTY — Al er lcar 
Dodgson’ ile, ancl Û bcr kuis 1 
How did Ihe itmoral, grundlbryeh 
ing, sophislicted works Id arr lir 
Alice boks trip frou Ih inu wl 
this prudish, ave dun? Tiere in e 
Aswer, ul clearly, Dodge li 
sf liil very Ue purcheme oi ll < 
nur of (he works lu ctu. 
When lhe wrute his "Rurscry Alii . 
AN MAIN Lo Feereale 1b im firr 
uf brilliance for ii YoUugey unlike. 
i was as ÛÎ Sunelrly else lul g4 
bull uf his pen ta xena thr 
While King uneletsloutl nu well 
Perhaps Carroll's brilliance afirt 
precisely Iron this inabilly to ur 
quire Luo Jar into his uw uid. flu 
had been able to reson oul, as HF | 
critics allenıpt tu, lhe »imotiunal A 
intellectual themes that underlar 
Alice, he ınay never lave (lared lû 
carry them tluough. As a nttddle- 
aged man he Iay awake, night after 
night, creating nıathematical prob 
lems ralher than confronting tê 
true colours of his emotions. Hê 
turned his back on his secret gê 
Jen, anl though we may stand, ike 
Alice, peering through the door, BS 
biographers will never find a golden 
key to let us in. 


her criticism of the fiction is some 
what superficial, and a little tod U 
dulgent. A shrewder critic might 
question the Inconsistency of Eliot's 
anti-religious religion. ا‎ 
Still, Ashton's great service 1S to 
connect the early journalistic 4S 
of Eliot with the later, more sia le 
world of her fiction, In the proce5% 


has rather missecl the boat: "This 
book was scheduled for publication 
im July 1995," he tells us plaintively, 
“lut was held up over matters of 
copyright.” Donald Thomas, in re 
sponse to an embarrassing glut in 
the biography markel, has tried to 
occupy 1 different niche, by calling 
his offering a "Portraill with back- 
ground", Tlıat is, a biography with- 
out a clear ıuarralive, and a few 
splurges uf incidental (letail; the 
mımber of prostitutes in Picviaclilly. 
the mures of bathers at Easibnurne, 
{hcéological ¢lcbates in Oxlorcl, and 
s0 on. 

Î am grief 10 Thoainas, how- 
over, for repeating onc (uotntiol, 
Not by Dudygson himself, but by 
Vladimir Nalbukov, wlio translitecl 
Alice's Aclventures In Wounderlanel 
ilo Russim in LHASA. "I alwinys call 
lim Lewis Carroll Carrull because 
he was the first FHumbert Hun 
bert," Nabukov toll Vogue in 190, 
referring tu his “wretchedl pervel- 
sions and {o those antbigluuus 
photographs he took in dim Fuuns", 

Dudgsm's melancholy hns llc 
same tenor is Humbert's: An CxUuss 
of dospair, expressed with finicky 
precision, “The pursuer of happi- 
ness," he Gnce mused, “when lie 
has exhaustel all other clevices, 
betakes himself, as a lasl and 
desperate resource, to some suicl] 
wretched watering-place as East- 
bourne, and hopes to find, in the 
tedious and depressing society of 


the daughters of mistresses of 


boarding-schools, the happiness lıe 
has failed to find elsewhere." Docdlg- 
son and Humbert tread the same 
line between coarseness and deli- 
cacy, with countless little parenthe- 
Bes and quotation marks and 
circunılocutions that attempt to veil 


began living together as husband 


and wife (Lewes could not get a di- 


vorce). Society, even unconventional 


literary society, was unprepared for 
tis. George Eliot was effectively 


barred from polite communication. 
Ashton, who has also written a 

very good biography of Lewes, 

brings alive this noble relationship. 


` .س ma‏ - س ل ل e‏ ت ا ل 


Isolated fronı much of society, the 
two spent a lot of time together, 
reading aloud, writing, wailing, visit- 
ing galleries, travelling on the Conli- 
nent: “Then came the delightful 
long evenings in which we read 
Shakespeare, Goethe, Heine and 
Macaulay, wilh German Pffer- 
kuchen and Senımels (gingerbread 
and rolls) at the end", wrote Eliot of 
their evenings in Berjin luring the 
Goetlıe research. Of their life in 
Lontlon, slie wrote that she went to 
bed "regretling each day as it goes". 
„, Agshton's account of the birth of 


Ashton irradiates the fiction with & 
new luminosity of context. A1 
animıates George Eliot as no pfe 
ous biographer has quite done: s0 
freshly human is her narrative Î 

it seeıns less a body of reser 
than an organ of fiction. Aston 
book reads like an exclting 
barely credible Victoriatı novel 


PUBLISH YOUR wOoRK 
ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDER 
Ficılon. Non-Fican, Biography 


the great novels —. Adam Bede, Religious, Poetry. Childrens, 

Middlemarch, Daniel Deronda — is | || AUTHORS worn 
wonderfully rooted in the particular MINERVA PRESS . 
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Murray's portrall givcs a fetching 
account of Arnold as an undlergral- 
uate at Oxford in the enrly 1840s, 
more bent on pleasure than on 
examr-passing. As his brother re- 
callecl nuch later: “He rend a liltle 
with the reading men, hunted i little 
with the fast men, and dressed a lif- 
tle witch the dressy men," Falling in 
lave mn his nıidl-20s slirrecl Arnolr lo 
wile whal is prubably hisa besl s- 
quence of poems, The idenlity tf 
the real-life original uf the "Ma 
gucrite" of these poems has leiseti 
hiugraphers ever since. 

The cenlr'al poignancy of Arnold's 
life was the drying-lup of his peretic 
ils. By lis niif-dUs his punlit 
wlîievemcent was almosl all behind 
him, dlel an nwarenêss of this facl, 
making lin uf once wry ancl te- 
sulvusl, keeps breuking Lhrourh in 
lis Tellers, But by then he wis inı- 
mesel in tlhe business of carning 
enough lo kecp his growing family. 

He still remains something of an 
enigma. The lrulh surely is thal (he 
nane “Mntthew Arnold" has be- 
come a toteım and a {aboo, For some 
i indicates everytlıing worth de- 
fending in the inherited cultural tra- 
dition against the (lepredations of 
fashionable relativism and commer- 
cial tat, while for others it signifies 
precisely the elitism and outworn 
snabbery that still blight cultural 
discussion. Getting beyond the label 
and reading the man himself is to 
discover a figure who is more vari- 
ous and more radical than either of 
these stereotypes allows. 


Eliot unl Maulhew Arnold 


become 4 purson whose opinluns 
aru publislhcel. 

Smee of Arliss ınosLl widely 
cild laler pices surely reveal the 
corrusîun o fame ûl work, ancl the 
balav tips lun far 1owarels lxud- 
masterly cnmplacency. But in lis 
hesl work iu the 18HOs, when Hu’ es- 
says Lut becan: his mosl enutluringr 
lxwlks like Essiys In Crilicisin inl 
Culure Aufl Anarchy were wrillen, 
Aruuld brought aff his delice hal- 
uncinge iC wih gretl villesily. Yet 
i îs alse true tht of all the siniuenl 
Viclorlans, Aruoll seems lo itv altı 
uuwivaled Curuily sil tu Ect f 
people's ISLS, 


UT THEN, iS Mal such a 
bil cuilily in û culuril 
ceric? Nicholas Murray" A 


Lie OF Mulhew Arnukl is a reucl- 
able aml unpretemîious biography 
strucluretl aruuntl the rising curve 
ul his fame. Murray vicka close lo 
Arnulrl's letters, and thie yields a 
narrative Lhe is strung on floriestic 
life, em Arnolkl's dealings will pub- 
lishers, and ou his never wholly suc- 
cessiul efforts at selfinprovementl 
"How life rushes away, ancl youth. 
One has dawdled and scrupled and 
fiddle faddled — and it is all over": 
he was 29 at the time). The chief 
Tinıitation of this somewhat narrow 
focus šs that there is too little on the 
intellectual and social context, and 
with suclı a conslantly polemical au- 
thor as Arnold this makes it hard to 
recapture Ihe point of his Various 
sorties into cultural debate. 


Stefan Colllnl 


A Llfa of Mallhsw Arnold 
by Nicholas Murray 
Hodder %4 Stoughian 400pp £20 


CGY HATTERSLEY (amoung 
FR ulher's} las proposed a gantl 
dose of Mallhiew Arnolcl as A 
for lharighl re1necly for soc of nl 
prose (lisvontents. Maybe he's 
rill, But Înofore reaching fr our 
capies of Culture Aud Anarchy or 
ruling "Dover Buch", il is worth 
releclinyg on iow Arnolds famous 
alievements as put ancl cultural 
sxiyÎsl were bouml up wilh mechis- 
ısnıs uf culebriy which are dctui- 
ally very different fan those we art 
tuniliur witli. 

For Arnoll (LNSIA-BRY was mol {o 
lu spuCerod in bte (u lust few Inin- 
ules of NewsuigDl or mute the subD- 
jel of ù perlly faniliar "profile": his 
natural nesl was LUCK worels uf 
nierrugledl print strelClins 
arross Ihe Murition-trer pages of 
le gral quarturly il monly ru 
Tirws of u Gime, hene sens C1 
ey sen SOY leisurely pur 
lorukınevs, bul tei amplilutle gave 
lis iui te anl perspective: 
tine to clo their work. hey were 
uflwn the procul uf he many suC- 

Î ell lures — cn uch out ubYi- 
mpl compelling subievs a5 "Ile 
Dersim asi May" — whicl 
tı nol gavv in Brilain aul America. 
That mrUculir lecture crew an Ui 
iene uf KIN 1e lhe Masse Hall iu 
ruimgbiun in 1371, with POO being 
tured Away. 

Ntoiorsly, Me tanger is tut 
the suore 4 critic becuınes a Jmıllic 
fimire, he miré lhe «uality of his 
Merary juurnalisın nul Cultural cCriti- 
cm lends fo decline. The pulps 
are too casily available, the congre- 
galion denıands a sermon whether 
one is ready oar uot. This 1s one of 
the tensions al the heart of the role 
of the cultural critic or intellectual: 
such figures must already have 
some kind of reputation if {hey are 
to be invited to speak with authority 
on matters of general interest, but in 


the end there is something self- 
defeating in having one’s opinions 
published just because one has 


Spasms of piety behind the zeitgeist 


most dishonourablê to God and 
most pernicious in its influence on 
individual and social happiness," 

In Lonclon, she became the de 
facto editor of the Westminster Re- 
view, and began to write powerful 
essays, Her intellectual circle was 
almost entirely masculine. One of 
those men was George Henry 
Lewes, with whom .Eliot probably 
began an affair — so Ashlon conjec- 
tures — in 1853. Lewes was one of 
those Victorian engines running on 
the invisible fuel of the zeitgeist, He 
wrote aboul science, about philo- 
sOophy, about (levelopments in Ger- 
man Iboughl, about Spanish drama, 
He reacl a fistful of languages, was a 
rawer freelhinker than Eliot. He 
was unhappily married; lıis wife hal 
several chiklren by another man. 

In 1854, Eliot and Lewes travelled 
together to Germany, in order to do 
research for Lewes's biography of 
Goethe, thereby making public their 


rplatinnchin On their rehrn fhaw 


cence (her nıother died when she 
was 17), a plain, fiercely ratiocina- 
tive girl who usecl her’ prim ascetic 
evangelical faith as, in part, a proler- 
tion againsl a workdlliness which 
would nat have her. Al 18, and ru 
ning her fathers household, she 
was selfleprcecaling about her 
Inoks and given to apasmıs of picly 
(in her fiulion (hese would become 
spasms of wisclom). 

But four years later, she told lier 
futher that she would no longer ac 
cumpany him to cluurch. Her life of 
frecthinking rebellion had begtun, 
Shr iıad becn reading new biblical 
criticism, and a maul later she 
wrulte lo her Jather, a cool 22-year 
ok: "I regaril these wrilings [the 
Bible] as lıistories consisting of 
mingled truth and fîclion . . . and 
while I adımire md clıerislı muclı of 
what [ believe to have been lhe nor 
tanl teaching of Jesus himself, I coit- 


gider the systenı of doctrines built 
In ha 


sıınnn iha fFarte nf hic lifn 


James Wood 


George Elıot: A Life 
by Rosemary Ashtor1 
Hamish Hamilton 465pp £25 


EORGE ELIOT is a systematic 

humanist, and thus an ucldlity in 
English ficlinn,. Her sense uf life's 
cssentlial raggeduess — (he moral 
bumble which hur fHotion condlenns 
unl forgives — was reached 
through clean rigour. Fer iuagina- 
lion was, as il werc, cork-lined anal 
sunelproufecl: she had lhe nmiost 
thorouglıly intellectual mid uf any 
English novelisl, But she also lived 
one of lhe boldest lives of any 19th 
century wriler. 

Rusemıu'y Aslıton's [ine bivgra- 
phy efficiently sireainlines this life, 
bul does mot stint on either Eliol's 
intellectual development or the 
claily struggles of her unconveJt 


tional existence, She powerfully 
hinalsn in Flini'h AMfnult ncfdnlae. 
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Sports Diary Shiv Sharma 


Butcher launched England As scc- 
ond innings, making 47 froin 30 
balls. He was eventually out when he 
trol on his stumps, but White and 
Jason Gallian saw tlıe side to 106-4 
al the cluse. Scores: England A 230 
and 106 for 4; Queensland 298. 
During the tour, Butcher was the 
ınosL successful batsınan, scoring 
204 runs in five innings al an aveı- 
age of 52.8, closely followerl by 
White at 51. White heatdlcd the bowl- 
ing table witlı 11 for 178 at an aver- 
age of 16.18. England A won six 
ganıes, (rew three andl losl onc. 


NDIA beatl South Africa by 280 

runs İn {he {hirl anci final Test ai 
Kanpur to wrap up fhe series 2-1. U 
was Soulh Africas first series defzal 
sinc? relurniny to intcrnalional 
cricket in 199L. ‘The visiurs, set a 
victory target of 46l, were bowlerl 
out after lunch on the final day far 
180. Scores: Inclia, 237 and 400 for 7 
dec  {Moharımal Azharuddin 
Lf3no);: South Africa 177 anıl 18C. 


LAM BOTHAM, son of former 

Puglancl cricket all-ruunder Ian, 
his decided he will play a different 
ball gnnıe. Te 19-ycar-olcl is not fin- 
lwing in his fatler's [noîseps, 
Cuusing 10 pursue A career iı 
Rugby Uining, Only moutins afier A 
tuvirhailucl fist-class cricket début 
for Hantpshir'e in which he tuk five 
wickets, he has signee a ContriCcl lu 
play rugby fur West Flurllepuol. 


T WAS more of the snıne when 

Riddick Bowe of America anıl 
Polnnd's Andlew CGulota smuared up 
to each other in the boxing ring for 
lhe secord time in five mozrths, al 
Atlantic Cily on Saturday. Bowe, he- 
hind on all three judges’ cards, 
benefited from Golota's penchant 
for throwing low blows and won oni 
a (lisqualification. During the bnut 
Bowe liil the canvas twice, wlıile 
Golola was knockecl (low once. 


ACKIE STEWART, the 57-year- 

old ilıree-limes world ımotor-rau- 
ing chanıpion, is back in lhe tille 
hunt, this time with his own grand 
prix team. Last week his team car, 
the Stewart-Ford SF1, was unveilecl 
in London. The Ford V10-powered 
car will be on the grid when the new 
F1 season begins in March, 


Rochedale 1, Hartlepool 3: Scunhmorps 4, 
Ezeter 1: Torqusy 1, Scarborough Û. Leading 
posltlonsı 1, Fulham (23-48}; 2, Carllse [(23- 
43]; 3, Shehekd Uld (23-43). 


BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAQUE Premler 
Dlvlalon Aberdeen O, Mothanyall Û; Hiberntan 
1, Dındee hd 1; KImaznock 2, Hears O; 
Rahh P, Cetti. P; Rangers 3. Dunfarmline 1. 
Leading positlons: 1. Rangers (18-38); 2, 
Abardasn (1 7-20]; 3, Calc {1 4-27]. : 


First Olulslon Dundee 1,Slirling Ahlan +: 
Falkltk O, Morton O0; Sl Mirren 3, Partick 2. 
Leading posilons: t, Sl Jolmaton (17-38): 
2. Fahik (18-dÛy; 3, Ardrlo (17-20) 


Second Divlslon Brrclrn 3, Qıcn1 ûl Soı 1h 
3, Dmtsutan 1, Hamilton 3: Liingslon 1, Ayr 
1, Simbu PF, Cyudg PF; Stianrier 1. 
Pew... 1. Leading posltlons: t, Livir) ile-n 
(7-7 A, Avr (17-ABY: 3, Hurt? (17-4). 


Third Dlvlslon Alun P, Rass Cu FP? E univ 
1, Ta atlanknailh O, Frorfar P. Alon PF. Chuornr 
Furk 4, AMtroatli 1: IwternoSs 3, Mimraare 
Lending posltiona! 1. Inıeme ي‎ 17-JI; 2, 
Meer: (1A-FUj A, Russ Coury 7-27), 


TENNENTS SCOTTISH CUP Flrat round 
raplay Frrtar 4, Mlle 1), lds 3, Hurly 3. 


Williams faces trial 


RANK WILLIAMS, chief of 

the Formula One team, is to 

go on trial with five others 
charged wilh manslauglıter over 
the death of Brazilian driver, Ayrton 
Senna. 

AÃ lawyer for Mr Williams saîcl a 
trinl had been set for Feburary 20 in 
Italy and added that the first hear- 
ing would be before a judge at 
Imola, where Senna was killed in a 
crash (luring the San Nlarino Grancl 
Prix on May 1, 1994. 


AMON HILL, winner of the 

Fornuula One world title in Oc- 
tober, was namcd the BBC's Sports 
Personality of the Ycar on Sunclay 
— the second time he has wou the 
awarcl, Hill collected it ijn 19%4 when 
he missecl {he worl title by onc 
point. He saicl he was “cnormously 
proud" to have been honoured in 
this way. "Tlıis really nıakes nıy 
year for me," Hill aclded. 

Rower Steve Redgrave, who won 
Britain's only nıcdal in the Allanta 
Olympics and his fourth in the cox- 
less pairs, was second, while jockey 
Frankie Deltori, winner of seven 
races in one (lay, finished thir. 

Meanwhile. Durussia Duarl- 
mund's Matthins Sanmmer iš on 
course la win lhe 1406 European 
Footballer nf the Year nward. He 
was believed lo bive won twu-lhirdls 
al the votes in the anual poll run by 
lhe magazine, France Fuotball. 
Rarcelona’s Brazilian, Ruualcla, was 
in sêvunl pusition while Brilain's 
Alan Shearer wus third. 


AIN DOWIE, wlıü has nol x»corerl 

for West Ham in the Premiership 
since March 23, slruck twice within 
10 minutes in the first half for 
Northern Ireland in tlıeir World 
Cup qualifier against Albania in 
Belfast. lt was their first victory in 
Group Nine. In Group Seven, {le 
match between Wales and Turkey’ 
finishecl as a goalless draw, virtualiy 
entling Welslı hopes of qualifying 
for the finals in France. 


ORKSHIRE allrounder Craig 

White took a career best 0-66 as 
England A wrapped up a successful 
Australian tour with a draw against 
Queensland at Brisbane. White 
passed 150 first-class wickets in the 
process as the home side were dis- 
missed for 298. Opener Mark 


Football results 


FA CAALINQ PRHMIERSHIP Leads O, 
Tottenham Û; Liverpool 6, Middlasbraugh 1; 
Sunderland 3, Chelsea O; Wimbledon 1, 
Blackbum O; Darby O, Everton 4. Leading 
posllonsı 1, Arsenal (Yayad 17. points 35). 
2, Liverpool (17۰34); 3, Wimbladgn (17-34). 


NATIONWIDE LEAGUE First Dlvlslon 
Bamsley 3, Tranmera O: Bimnngin) P, W.B A. 
P; Bolton 1, Ipswich 2; Bradtorcd P, Readıng P; 
Chariton 1, Par Vale 3; Nonwch 1. Crystal 
Palace 1; Oxford 4, Shefileld Utcl I; Potonicurlh 
3, Hduisısfel1 1; QPR. «1, Smılhenkl O; Slot a 
2, Swlinrim O, Wülyas O, Oldhaın 1. Leadint 
poaitlons: 1, Bolt (23-42), 2, Baniglay (42- 
A41}; 3, Shcfteld Utd (22۰34. 


Seoond Dlvlslion Brurmerouth 1, Milhval 1: 
Bnstol ily 1, Blt! Rowers 1: Bnav’ 1, 
Brantfol 2; GHloyghan 2, Bury 2; Lultin td, 
Creyn D; Nalls Ca A, Rotharlıaıri O; Piyainauttı 
2, Sle: hnory 2: StS HAT O, Palirlireayyh O, 
Wall 1, Watlord 1: VVyCntm 1, Chioslulta'cl 
O; Yuk T, Wroshan O. Leading positlona: 
1, Brmiftl e 4. Mkv CS-MIY: 3, 
Lırlor (22-3) 


Third Dlvlslon Brijntun 7, Hil, Carlyn iy 
1, Wig 1, Chustsr 2, Orlin 1. Furlan |, 
Leytğn 1, Hua'ord 2, Crksle 3, Linzula 1, 
Nartharıplxr 1; Musfe'id 1, Go'che sla, 1: 
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Cricket One-day International: Zimbabwe v England 


England dither to a new low 
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Down and out . . . Darren Gough is run out by Zimbabwe's wicket 


PHOTCORAPH: HOVWYARD BURDITT 


Atherton enıbarked upon prolonged 
and distrusting reconnaissance, 
labouring 77 balls over 23. Then he 
hal a leg-sktle maw al Gram 
Flowers slow lefl-arnı and was 
cauglı at nıid-on. 

Thorpe, coming in at No 4 eveıı 
though Hussain and Ûrawley arc in 
bilter fornı, had his off-bail ickerd 
asirle by Brandes. Crawley briefly 
loaolkccdl in triın before he itlvnnvcéed 
lu Rennie aııd (irove a catch inlo Lhe 
offside. Only Hussain prospered, 
finishing unbealén urt 4H, axl even 
he could nol lave been enlirely 
happy as, in the final throes, he ran 
out Gough and then Ios! both the 
strike antl the lasl man Silver wood 
nıore easily than lhe might lave 
wislied. 


Scores: England 152 Zimbabwe 
153 for 8. Zzimbabwa wûnı by lwo 
wick.els 


Whyte into a corkscrew. He has an 
instinct and confidence where oll- 
ers, especially Mcbianaman, lıavê a 
hang-up, Bjornebye scored the 
other and Collymore had a part in 
four. He, above all, revelled in the 
space that Boro could not get to. 
Boro's defenders were in the 
wrong place all afternoon. The pre- 
vious week Atherton had markerl 
McManaman into anonymity and 
Sheffield Wednesday won 10, but 
Bryan Robson paid no heed. Denierl 
the defensive experience of Pear- 
son, Fleming, Vickers and Morris, 
as well as Juninho in attack, the 
Bora manager pluınped for a frce- 
wheeling approach when discipline 
was his only hope after 11 league 
games without victory. it put the 
ball into Liverpool's court and: (hey 
returned it, as often as they cared, 
imto Boro'’s nel. 
` Robson could do with a fort 
night's break instead of the fesilve 
glut of fixtures. He neecls lo restore 
Ravanelli's interest as mucl as to in- 
tegrate Emerson, 1o bash heals and 


reinforce the club's anibition. On | 


the upening day the Malian aroredl ã 
hatiricl in (he 3-2 tlraw with Liver- 
puol: Now, without a gonl in four 
games, he is burying lıis silver head 
in shrugging shoulders, sulking for 
#7 million. Fowler scored four fu 
nothing. 


keeper, Andy Flower 


off for six. That as goad as settlerl it. 

Zinıbabwe's top order had been 
held together by Waller, who made 
48 unlil le was run out. Silverwood 
made a suund inıpression on lis 
Englancl debuıt, taking a wicket with 
his sixlh ball when Grant Flower 
chopped on ancl then removing the 
eller Flower, Andy, to Knighi's low 
calch at ceiver, 

Allherlon rationally opted to bowl 
out his (lıree quicker bowlers. 
Gough's 1wo wickets included the 
prize ûne uf Houyhton, who drove 10 
extra cover, ind Mullally's final spell 
brought two wickets in lwo balls, But 
Atherton eventually ran out of op” 
tions. Crofl's offFspin was withdrawn, 
afler his [irst two overs cost 16, andl 
Irani again lookecl vulnerable. 

Englancl's batting had lookecl 
comfortable enough to begin with 
but Streaks swing accountecl for 
Knight and Stewaril, at which point 


Davld Hopps In Bulawayo 
[E bebwein have played Zine 


babwe in four one-day interna- 

tionals antl have lost three, 
Sunday's twowicket defeat here 
conıing courtesy of about ag vacillat- 
ing a batting display as one could 
wish to witness — 152 all out on a 
pitch that might have inhibited 
sirokeplay but which was reliable 
enough to have provided at least 200. 

Zimbabwe can be quite a handy 
oıedlay side as England's captain 
Michael Atherton was careful to 
point out afterwards. So handy, iıı 
fact, that they had lost tlıeir last 10 
uncday internationals, and had 
ıever beaten a Test nation when 
haling second in a limiled-overs 
matclı. 

England may have madle a habit of 
losing in some strange places but 
they have rarely succumbed in such 
an easy-going atmosphere, where 
they had vocal support, where all the 
Zimbabweans in a crowd of 5,000 
seemed to know each other, England 
did bowl with persistence and when 
Zimbabwe faltered at 107 for seven, 
they might have won. 

But that was the cue for fortitucle 

ı ûf a rather greater order. Alistair 
Campbell had demotecl himself to 
No 7 after colliding with his team- 
nit Guy Whillall sluring fiekling 
practicr. His right ancl was heavily 
bruisecl and his cheek was scarred 
by Whittall's studs, But he balted ju- 
dkiously and his unbeaten 32 erı- 

' red fhe match was won with more 

than six overs to spare — his first 

1 win as Ziınbabwe"s captain. 

For (he shot of the match, look no 

| urrher than Eddo Brancles, the 
hefly chicken firmer who embar- 
nasses Englancl as easily as cracking 

1 eggs. When Croft's uffspin lurecl 
Sreak into driving a return catch, 
Tinıbabwe were 16 runs short with 
wo wickets remaining and the (en- 
Jil had reached its height. Bran- 

‘les whackecl his first ball over long 


Football Premiership: Liverpool 5 Middlesbrough 1 


EIR TULTEKSTS 


DE 


H ا‎ : 
Beating the Rush ... 102 goals 
in 165 games for Fowler 


poacher par excellence. When it 
mattered, his eye. was kee, his 
balance superb, lis execution 
infallible. 

His first, after 29 seconcls, was 
straightforward and set Liverpool at 
ease when they niighıt have been on 
etlge; two points from three home 
games hacl left lhe crowcî restless to 
the point of hostility. His second 


was sharply renctive to a rebouuıd, . 


his Lhird .(straight after Boro's in 
of) clinical. his fourth magical with 


„twist and .sleight of foot turning 


Fowler to 
the four 


Jeremy Alexander 


OBBIE FOWLER, like a bats- 
man on song, went past his 
¢enlury with a four. His second goal 
look him to the landmark in his 
Itth game for Liverpool, one fewer 
than lan Rush. It is a momentous 
leat, tumpletel within a perfor- 
0 af irresistible team momen- 
1 Towards the end at Anfield Mc- 
leer shot with orgiaslic ambition 
the ball skewed to the far touch- 
0 The crow! laughed — and 
aughecd again when it became a 
Verfcl pass for Bjornebye, Liver- 
Ikul, liree up, were on a spree 
Killnst û clefence that had been clis- 
1 ad like Holurway cones, leav- 
4 Walsh a helpless hero behind. 
| ler played the Mat1rack bully, 
| ا‎ ıe context in which his 
i Menl on the day should be 
| Hl. Û wax lou easy, so that A 
1 
| 


0 chances cseaped as well, 
Wrg Irom the simple to the spec- 
ا‎ plimistic,. ven Fowler 
: by rf, o O hem, carried along 
i tle of glee. But he is the 
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GCGhesSS Leonard Barden 
HEN Kirsan Uyumzhinov, Black's does here, because 
the controverslal president Û White's fast piece development 
of the world chess body, Fide, can exploit weaknesses on the 
made the huge gaffe of announc- Î Q-aslde and around the BK. 
ing that the Karpov-Kamsky title 
match would be played in Khalifman v Sveshnikov 
Baghdad, with Saddam Hussein 
making the first move, few 1 d4 d6 2 c4 e6 3 NS cê?! 1 
observers gave the 35-year-old Move order tricks are part of every | 
Russian any chance of keeping master’s armoury nowadays. Black 
his job at this aubtımn’s election. | ls angling for the known system 
Yet, in the event, he defeated his Î Nc3 N{6 5 e3 Nbd7, but playing c6 
Brazillian challenger by a near before Nf6 is too inflexible, 
2-1 margin. 4 g3!? White switches to a 
really made a bril- i promising form of the Catalan. Nf6 
liant recovery. First, he hosted the | Š5 Bg2 dxc4?! Be7, 00 and Nbd? is 
Karpov v Kamsky series in his solid if passive. Instead Black 
home town of Elista, where the launches an ego-trip to justify 3. . .cû. 
organisation went well and the 6 0-0 b5 7 a4 Bb? 8 Ne 
games were hard fought. Then he | Qb6?! Qc8 1s normal. 9 b3! cxb3 
gave the veteran ex-champion 10 Qxb3 Nbd7 11 Be3 The 
Smysloy a pension, promised to | threat d4-d5 opens up the centre 
stage the 1998 Olymplad in and BK. c5 12 Nxd7 Nxd7 13 1 
Kalmykia, and put his unpopular i d5! bxa4 14 Qxa4 exd5 15 Nc3 
idea for an annual world d4 16 Nd5 Bxd5 17 Bxd5 Rd8 
championship with knock-out 18 Bf1 Qf6 Black can no longer 
mini-matchea on the back burner. | resist, If Be7 19 Rib1 Qf6 20 Bc6 
Just before the presidential atops castling, while Bd6 19 Rfb1 
vote, he produced two master Qc7 20 Rb7 wins material. 
strokes: a Karpov versus 19 Qb5 Bd6 20 Ra6 Rh8S 
Kasparov world title reunlfica- 21 Bb7 Bxf4 22 Rxf6 gx{6 23 
tion match for 1997 and a per- gxf4 f5 24 Qc6 Kd8 25 Qû5 
sonal endorsement of his Kc? 26 Bc6 Resigns 
campalgn from no less than 
Bobby Flacher, who wrote to No 2452 
wavering delegates that 
Ifyumzhinov was “a man of his 
word". Now safe for another 8 
term, Ilyumzhinov remains a 7 
hands-on Fide president and is 
learning from his mistakes. Laat Î ® 
month, Elista again hosted the 5 
Russian championahip, despite 
the fiaaco of the 1994 tourna- 4 
ment when the prize fund a 
dropped by 12 per cent during 
play due to the collapse of the 2 
rouble. This time, prizes were in | 4 
dollara, with §12,000 for the 
winner plus a car, which Alex 
Khallfman drove back to St 
Petersburg. White mates in three 
Khalifman’s best game was a moves, afainat ary defence 
sophisticated version of a novice | {by H Jansen). 
theme. Beginners like to accept 
the Queen's Gambit pawn 1] d4 No 2451: 1 Bd1 Ki5 2 Be2 Kf 
d5 2 c4 dxc4 and try to hold it 3 Ba6 Kf5 4 Bc8+ Kf6 5 Kd?7 
hy b5, a plan which falls, as KD 6 Ke? mate. 
South West North East North 
1¥ No a4 
ھ1‎ No 2 No vVAKo5S2 
24 No ھ3‎ No ¢ K3 
4NT Noö 5¢ No 47643 
TNT Na No No West East 
ê976 4 1085 
wilh AKQJ32 in the suit. West fol j| ¥ Q27 ¥] 10843 
lows to three rounds, then discards | # Q 109842 ٭‎ [ 4 
the queen, two and four of dia- j @J كھ‎ Q4 105 
mondis, Declarer throws four clubs South 
and a heart from dummy. You can e AKQ]J32 
spare a heart and a club on the ¥ None 
fourth and fiflh spades, but what 4 A765 
will yuıı ciiscard on the sixth? AKS 


discard. South had jumped to TNT 
on learning only that her partner 
had one ace; with a hand such as: 


4AKQJ32 ¥%Q +۸765 #Aة‎ 


she would hardly have been اا‎ 
position to bid the grand sla wit 1 
out checking for kings iıı the Nort" 
hand. And if West did not havé : 
guard in hearts, he should havê, ¢ 
you know the position by cliscar In 
hearts on the run of the spade 
Since the contract was six spades 
the other table, East's error cost 
side 30 IMPs — and the Brit 
Iceland combination won the 
Champlonship by just 11. 


It appears that West began with 
Q10912 in diamonds, and South 
with A76. If South has the qiieen of 
hearts, you need lo keep that suil 
guarded and trust your partner for 
Ihe king of clubs, But if South began 
wilh a void in hearts and Akx of 
clubs, you must {hrow a heart on 
the sixlh spade in order to protect 
the club suit, The full deal is shown, 
tbove riglit. 

In practice, the US East player 
threw a second club on the last 
spade. Liz McGowan's AK8 of clubs 
were now go0d, and she made her 
contract with. six spade tricks, two 
hearts, two dlaınonds and three 
clubs. There were two clues which 
might have guided East to the right 


E 


O 1 


A.LUSTRATION: BARRY LARKING 


chıaeological, ecological and spiri- 
tual link with prehistory, and pagan 
and Clıristian traditions. 

Ifyou can find an old yew tree and 
want to recor(l it, ıneasure tlıe girtl 
of the tree about Aft above ground 
level by wrapping a piece of string 
around it and measuring the length 
of the string. Note the location with 
the grid reference if possible, namr 
ing the churchyard or place name 
and give any details of nearby ar 
chaeological sites like burial mounds 
etc, or any legends and stories that 
are attached to the tree or its place. 

In September last year, David 
Bellamy launched the “Yews for the 
Millennium” campaign which aims 
to take cultings Irom 2,000 year-old 
trees and plant one in every parish 
in Britain. 


For further Informaton contact 

lha Consaryvalion Foundation, 

1 Kensington Gore, london SW? 
2AR (telsphons +44-171 823 8791) 


Bridge Zia Mahmood 


EATHER DHONDY and liz 
NMicGowan of tle British ladies’ 
team lormed an alliance with the 
Icelandic Open team to enter the 
World Mixed Teams chanpionslıip, 
and stormed thruugh to {he final, 
wlıere they came up agaiust anu all 
professional US team that contained 
two world champions. 
Take the East cards on the deal 
belaw, and see if you can defeat 
South's grand slanı: 


North (dummy) 
+4 


YAKS 

¢ K3 

#0703 
East (you) 
® WP 
VJIIURA 


*J 
4Q 1052 


This has been ıe bidiling (sec 
lup uf next colunın). Two dinmeonls 
was fourth suil forcing, four nO 
irunps wis simple Blackwond. 
West, your parlner, leads {he teıı of 
diamonds, which is consistent with 
109 and others or Q109 and other's 
an your nıethodls. South wins in 
hand with the ace and cashes six 
roıtıds of spades, having begun 


which are as old, and İn some cases 
much older than the church itself 
The distribution of these yews is 
concentrated in southeast and cen- 
tral England, Wales aıd the Lake 
Disiricl. 

The favoured habitats of yew 
irees is on chalk or lintestone soils, 
like fhe 500Û year old grove on tle 
chalk at Kingley Vales in Sussex. 

Trees where growlh rings can be 
counted are easy to age, and a yew 
tree of 12ft in girth is reckoned to 
be 300 years old. But in ancienl 
trees, age is notoriously difficult to 
calculate because they are hollow. 
Research on {he age of yew trees 
has changed radically thanks to the 
work of Alan Meredith wlıo esti- 
mates that yews witlı a girth of 3Oft 
are 2,400 years old. Those with a 
33ft girth are 3,000 years old. By 
this measure, the 35ft trees at 
Defynog, Discoed and Llanfaredd 
churchyards in Powys are 4,500 
years old. These trees provide an ar- 


22 LEISURE 
Standing the test of time 


Paui Evans 
TT RUCGED, dark brown 


and russet walls wrap round 

with the smell of damp wood 
and rich mould, Chinks let in pale 
winter sunlight and the slow Sunday 
afternoon sounds of the village. 
Outside, low branches sway and 
their green-black needles whisper 
In the cold wind through the grave- 
stones, On these bouglıs are plump 
scarlet berries which conceal a poi- 
gsoned seed. Inside this huge, hollow 
trunk, a strangely peaceful darkness 
issues from the earth and it seems 
thal the world grinds softly rounci 
this fixedl dark point, this gateway Lo 
the underworld. Perhaps this is a 
forbidden place, This is the heart of 
a yew Iree in Claverley churchyard 
in Shropshire. 

The lrer, whose fruits show hat 
it is female, is over 2,500 years old. 
long before tlie church was built, in 
fact long before Christianity, she 
grew as the spiritual fucus on a bulr- 
inl mouud atop a redl sandstone hill, 
as she does now, Because of the 
yew's incredible age, to the Celts it 
was the (ree of life. [ndeed, there 
are yew trees in Britain Lhat are esti- 
mated to be over 5,000 years old: 
Whether in woods, churchyards, 
parks or gardens, {he (lark, nıysteri- 
ous old trees have a power which 
draws us lo them, a power which 
bears witness to Ihe deuh and re- 
birth ol cuuntless years. 

he yew Irce, Taxus baccata, is 
distributed throughout Europe, 
across North Africa, lhorough what 
usfdl te be called Asia Minor and 
along (he Himalayas, The mysteries 
uf many religions antl culls sur 
rouncl these trees. In Northertn Eu- 
rape, at the midwinter festivals, a 
log of yew wool, the Yule log, was 
burnel on ceremonial fires cele- 
braiiıg the death and rebirth of the 
year. Tron the burning Yule lag 
came Yuletide, the winder solslice 
festival thal became absorbed into 
Christmas, 

According to a survey carriedl out 
in 1988, at least 5%) churchyards in 
England and Wales have yew trees 


Quick crossword no. 345 


HÊÊ ِ 2 
E 


E3 


E- 


DSL 


3 


uintmant (Û) 


15 Busy — goirig tO 
ba rnarrîerd (7) 
16 Tum as on a 


18 It may be private 
or public {5) 


ACrOSE 


1 Doctor (Slang) (6} 

4 Pattern {5) 

7 US slats, maybe 
baked (Û) 

)ج & 

J Carbbaar 
sland (4) 

10 Spanısh 
dance (B) 

12 Device, skill, or 
stralagarı {1 1) 

17 Guar ûf 
CDNSUINPF 
miarasts {B) 

1 Rundi 
qJirriurit {4} 


J1 Sfryht pr (as of 
a ScCiNCO) (0) 
ö Licund 


uresponsiva (5) 1I Sailr or 


cirectcom-finler (f) 
13 Eıght-sicled 


tyure (7) 


1 Selfish {7} fe Zilch! (7) 


solid fuel (4-5) 
pivot (6) 
mildew (5} 


' 0 Foluist ênery (f) 


1Û Thnust ierwardl {5} 
2d Cold and 


Down 

û Scorn (7} 

3 Running onl 
4 Paltern — or 


5 Fiendish (7) 


- 


